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on, trade it in, give it a second life. Lincoln formally the Lincoln Motor Company is the luxury
vehicle division of American automobile manufacturer Ford. Marketed among the top luxury
vehicle brands in the United States for nearly its entire existence, Lincoln has competed closely
against its General Motors counterpart Cadillac. The division has the distinction of establishing
the personal luxury car segment with the Lincoln Continental ; more recently, the Lincoln
Navigator was the first full-size luxury SUV. Lincoln Motor Company was founded in by Henry
M. Leland , naming it after Abraham Lincoln. In February , the company was acquired by Ford,
[5] [6] its parent company to this day. At the end of , Lincoln reverted to its original name,
Lincoln Motor Company. Originally founded as a freestanding division above Lincoln,
Continental was integrated within Lincoln in For , the Continental-branded Mark series was
marketed through Lincoln, adopting the Lincoln name for The Lincoln four-point star emblem is
derived from a badge introduced on the Continental Mark II ; the current version was introduced
in The current product range of Lincoln consists of luxury sedans, crossovers, and sport-utility
vehicles. Throughout its entire existence, Lincoln has also produced vehicles for limousine and
livery use; several examples have served as official state limousines for Presidents of the
United States. In , Lincoln sold , vehicles globally. Among the founders of Cadillac , Leland had
sold the company to General Motors in ; staying on as an executive, he left in over a dispute
with GM President William Durant regarding war production. Lincoln Motor Company acted as
final assembly point for the engines, with the company securing parts from other
manufacturers; cylinders were produced by Ford, with other parts were sourced from Buick ,
Cadillac , Marmon , and Packard. In total, Lincoln Motor Company would assemble 6, Liberty
V12 engines with the end of World War I concluding production; by the end of the war, Lincoln
would employ 6, workers. On January 26, , Lincoln Motor Company was reorganized as an
automobile manufacturer, retooling its Detroit factory to produce automobiles. Lincoln Motor
Company had struggled with the transition from military to automobile production, with some
customers having to wait nearly a year for their vehicles to be completed from the time of
purchase. In , a group of investors led by Leland [14] : 52â€”57 forced Henry Ford from his
second company, the Henry Ford Company ; the company was reorganized as Cadillac deriving
its name from the founder of Detroit. Following its organization in , General Motors began a
rapid expansion of its automotive brands; by , GM would outnumber Ford five to one. Within the
first few months, relations between Ford Motor Company and Lincoln management began to
break down; on June 10, , the Lelands were forced to resign. As Edsel Ford began to take a
larger role in the management of Lincoln, multiple changes were made to both the Model L and
its production. The Lincoln factory was redesigned and expanded to nearly 1,, square feet , with
the components of the engine upgraded for increased reliability and performance. At its
introduction, the Lincoln Model L gained a reputation for conservative to the point of outdated
design. After struggling to deliver cars before , Lincoln was operating at a profit by the end of In
, a Lincoln Model L became the first state limousine used by a U. President on an official basis,
supplied for Calvin Coolidge. By , Lincoln had succeeded in only a decade in what its chief
competitors had taken 30 years to accomplish. During the production of the Model L, Lincoln
did not adopt the common American automotive industry practice of yearly model changes.
While the company had made minor revisions and upgrades to the model line to the chassis
and powertrain, the body was largely left alone over its year production. Lincoln found that
customer interest was accommodated by the purchase of multiple Lincolns or other luxury
vehicles in different body styles; as many Lincolns were custom-bodied from the factory or
coachbuilt, yearly styling changes would not properly accommodate its customer base. An
all-new design on a longer, lower chassis , [9] the Model K introduced upgrades to the
carburetor, brakes, and suspension. For , Lincoln introduced its first "multi-cylinder" engine,
introducing a V12 engine for the Model K. The next year, the V8 was retired, making Lincoln the
first manufacturer in the world to produce vehicles exclusively with V12 engines. For , Lincoln

was positioned upward in price. Largely overshadowed by the Lincoln-Zephyr, the final Model K
was assembled during To this day, the company has not developed a direct successor to the
model line. During the s, Lincoln expanded to two model lines for the first time. Coinciding with
the shift in market position for the Model K, Edsel Ford introduced the Lincoln-Zephyr as a
sub-marque within Lincoln for The Lincoln-Zephyr was the first Ford Motor Company vehicle to
utilize unibody construction; while designed with a prow-style front-fascia, the model line was
sleeker than the Chrysler Airflow. In contrast to its competitors, the Lincoln-Zephyr was
powered by a V12 engine a design separate from the Model K. The model line was a success in
the marketplace, selling over 15, units in its first year, amounting to a nine-fold increase over
the previous model year.. In the late s, Edsel Ford began to consider American cars too boxy.
Gregorie to design a unique body design, using a Lincoln Zephyr Convertible Coupe chassis.
Upon his use of the one-off vehicle in Florida in , Edsel Ford attracted a high amount of interest
from potential buyers, often referring to its "European" or "Continental" exterior design. From
the latter term, the one-off vehicle became known as the Lincoln Continental. For production,
vehicles were produced, with the first vehicle received by Mickey Rooney. Following the Great
Depression, a number of American luxury car manufacturers were either forced into closure or
reorganization; by , alongside Lincoln, the American luxury-car segment largely consisted of
Cadillac who ended production of the LaSalle and V16 in , the Chrysler Imperial reduced to
8-passenger sedans and limousines , and Packard. As part of the change, several changes were
made to the Lincoln model line. Following the positive feedback of the Lincoln Continental
one-off convertible built for Edsel Ford, the Lincoln Continental was introduced as a
Lincoln-Zephyr production model for For , Lincoln revised its branding; the hyphen was
removed from Lincoln-Zephyr, making it a Lincoln. Following the development of proper tooling,
the Lincoln Continental began production on the assembly line, replacing hand-built
construction. Following the conclusion of the war in , the structure of Lincoln within Ford
changed again, as the Lincoln-Mercury Division was created, pairing Mercury and Lincoln
together; from to the closure of Mercury, the two divisions were paired together within Ford. For
, Lincoln returned to production, ending the use of the Zephyr name. Code-named the H-series ,
non-Continental Lincolns were identified by their body style. Using slightly updated exteriors
from , the Lincolns continued the use of the Zephyr chassis. After 5, were produced as both a
Lincoln-Zephyr and Lincoln , Lincoln ended production of the Continental. For , all three Ford
Motor Company divisions debuted their first postwar designs. Sharing its body structure with
the Mercury Eight , the redesigned Lincoln model line code-named the EL-series marked the
first use of a V8 in a Lincoln since An all-new V12 intended for Lincoln was stillborn in
development, leading the division to adapt a Ford flathead V8 from the Ford F-8 conventional
truck. As with the previous Lincoln Continental, the Lincoln dispensed with running boards
completely, moving on to abandon pontoon styling entirely, with a straight fender line and low
hood line from headlamp to taillamp. In a carryover from Zephyr-based Lincolns, the Lincolns
retained rear-hinged passenger doors. As a flagship model of Lincoln, the Lincoln
Cosmopolitan was styled with its own rear roofline. As Lincoln entered the s, Ford Motor
Company sought to increase the differentiation between the Mercury and Lincoln model lines.
For , to add interest to the brand, Lincoln returned to model names for the first time since , with
the Lincoln Cosmopolitan becoming the standard Lincoln model, with the Lincoln Capri
becoming the flagship model line. In a return to small pontoon rear fenders, Lincolns shared a
body with the Mercury Monterey. For the first time since the discontinuation of the Model K,
Lincolns were produced with front-hinged rear doors. For , the shared Lincoln-Mercury body
underwent a redesign for the final time, with Lincoln adopting elements from the Mercury XM
and Lincoln Futura concept cars. By the end of , Continental was integrated into Lincoln, and
Edsel was withdrawn. For the model year, Ford opened Wixom Assembly in Wixom, Michigan ,
as a facility to specialize in Lincoln production. From to , the facility produced Lincoln vehicles
nearly exclusively, along with the Ford GT and several generations of the Ford Thunderbird. At
its launch, Continental introduced the Continental Mark II as its model line, intended as a
successor to the â€” Lincoln Continental personal luxury car. Offered as a two-door hardtop
coupe, the Mark II broke from a number of American styling precedents of the time. While fitted
with whitewall tires, the exterior was fitted with minimal chrome trim on the body sides; tailfins
were left off of the body completely. In place of the bumper-mounted spare tire of the original
Lincoln Continental, the trunk lid of the Mark II showcased the design element, with a large
imitation spare tire bulge which fit over the actual spare tire inside the trunk. The Mark II was
largely hand-built, with extensive quality testing done to each engine and transmission before
leaving the factory. In place of establishing a separate sales and service network for
Continental, the Mark II was marketed through Lincoln the Mark II used a Lincoln engine and
transmission. On July 18, , the Continental Division was integrated into Lincoln which continued

to manage the Continental brand as a separate marque. Adding a feature of the Mercury
Turnpike Cruiser , Continental adopted a retractable rear window across every body style
including convertibles with a reverse-slant rear roofline. In , the Continental marque was
formally brought to an end within Lincoln; for , the Mark V was brought to production as the
Lincoln Continental Mark V , ending the model cycle alongside the standard Lincoln model line.
In addition to Mercury sharing its bodies with the premium Edsels prior to the latter's demise ,
Lincoln and Continental adopted a common body structure, shifting to unibody construction.
With a inch wheelbase, the new platform would be among the largest vehicles ever built by Ford
Motor Company; they are the longest Lincolns ever built without 5 mph bumpers , a regulatory
mandate which went into effect in September For , Continental developed Town Car and
Limousine variants of the standard four-door sedan. In place of extending the wheelbase, the
reverse-slant roofline was replaced by a formal notchback configuration, allowing the rear seat
to be moved rearward several inches. Among the rarest Lincoln vehicles ever produced, the
Town Car and Limousines were only offered painted in black. Following the recession economy
of the late s a factor that would play into the demise of Edsel , Ford Motor Company was forced
to recoup the development costs of a vehicle platform that Lincoln shared with neither Ford nor
Mercury with the lone exception of the engine and transmission. For , Lincoln consolidated its
model lineup to a single model line, with the Lincoln Continental replacing the Lincoln Capri and
Lincoln Premiere; as the Continental marque was withdrawn, the Mark V saw no successor.
While only nominally lighter than the Lincoln, the Lincoln Continental adapted a far smaller
exterior footprint, shedding 15 inches in length and 8 inches of wheelbase. In an effort to
streamline production, only four-door body styles were produced, with the Continental
becoming the sole mass-produced four-door convertible sold in North America; to maximize
rear-seat egress, Lincoln returned to the use of rear suicide doors. In another requirement to
ensure its survival, the model cycle of Lincoln was extended from three years to nine years.
After the model year, Lincoln ended production of the Continental 4-door convertible. At 5,
pounds, [20] the Lincoln Continental Convertible is the heaviest non-limousine car ever
produced by Ford Motor Company; as of , it is the final factory-produced four-door convertible
sold in North America. During the s, Ford sought to develop a new flagship vehicle as a
successor for the Continental Mark II. While the Lincoln Continental served as a close
competitor to the Cadillac de Ville series and Chrysler Imperial, while Cadillac shifted the
Cadillac Eldorado to the personal luxury segment in , a segment that Ford exited in after the
withdrawal of the Continental Mark II. To control development and production costs, the Mark III
was offered only as a two-door hardtop derived from the chassis underpinnings of the four-door
Ford Thunderbird. While sharing many styling elements from Lincoln, the Continental Mark III
debuted many elements of its own, including hidden headlights and a redesigned trunk lid with
a simulated spare-tire indentation the actual spare tire laid flat in the front part of the trunk. It
mixed European and American luxury features with the most prominent being an upright
chrome grille that imitated the Rolls-Royce design as well as a centrally-mounted Cartier
electric clock on the dashboard. While the Continental Mark III would bring Lincoln into the
decade on a high note, for the American luxury car segment, the s would prove tumultuous.
Along with the introduction of federal safety regulations for American-market automobiles
which brought features such as 5-mph bumpers and the end of hardtop body styles , the fuel
crisis would play a significant role in the engineering of American automobiles, forcing Lincoln
to develop a compact-size sedan and redesign smaller full-size sedans for the s. As Chrysler
withdrew its Imperial brand after , Cadillac became the sole domestic competitor of Lincoln. For
the model year, Lincoln made good on its plan to commit to a nine-year design cycle, giving the
Continental its first complete redesign for the first time since During the s, while sales of the
Continental had remained relatively steady throughout its production, the engineering of luxury
cars had begun to change among its competitors; to increase design commonality and lower
production costs , Cadillac and Imperial shifted away from brand-specific platforms with the
latter adapting to shared bodyshells with Chrysler. For the redesign of the Lincoln model line,
the Continental grew in size. In another effort to maintain design consistency, the Continental
was produced through with only gradual updates. Along with the mandated addition of 5-mph
bumpers, in , the roofline was redesigned to visually differentiate the Continental from the
Mercury Marquis. The s saw the introduction of several naming traditions within Lincoln. For ,
the Town Car nameplate was revived on a permanent basis as a submodel of the Lincoln
Continental. Developed as a response to the popularity of the Cadillac Seville , Lincoln
introduced the Lincoln Versailles for the model year. Outsold by the Seville by a significant
margin, the Versailles was discontinued in early With a smaller design and engineering budget
than General Motors, Lincoln stylists were unable to give the Versailles the distinct body that
was given to the Cadillac Seville. Adopting many features from the â€” Mercury Grand Monarch

Ghia, the Lincoln Versailles was given a Continental -style "radiator" grille, quad rectangular
headlights the first Lincoln since with exposed headlights , and a Continental Mark -style trunk
lid with simulated spare tire bulge. The Versailles introduced two notable features to
American-market cars: halogen headlights and clearcoat paint. The Versailles was later
criticized for being one of the worst examples of badge engineering. While sharing a common
roofline with the Thunderbird, from the window line down, the Mark IV wore distinct exterior
sheet metal, with the return of a radiator-style grille, hidden headlights, and a redesigned
spare-tire trunk lid. To distinguish itself from the Lincoln Continental, the Continental Mark IV
wore full-height rear-wheel openings, precluding the use of fender skirts. For , the Continental
Mark IV debuted a new tradition, called the Designer Editions, which later spread to other
models in the Lincoln model range. Introduced as four special-edition models, each edition was
an option package with color, trim, and interior choices specified by notable fashion designers
Bill Blass , Cartier , Givenchy , and Pucci. The concept was successful and would continue on
other Lincolns until the end of the model year. At over 19 feet long, Mark V is one of the largest
"coupes" ever sold in North America. In what would become a design theme for Lincolns into
the s, the Mark V used sharp-edged exterior styling with a center radiator grille. While
introduced following the beginning of downsizing among American vehicles, the Continental
Mark V would go on to become the most successful of all the Mark series vehicles, with over ,
sold across three model years. As Lincoln entered the s, the American auto industry remained
in the " Malaise era ", struggling to balance fuel efficiency, emissions controls, and downsizing ;
the industry also found itself competing against European and Japanese manufacturers
entering segments once dominated by Ford, General Motors, and Chrysler. As a high point,
after a ten-year model cycle, the Lincoln Continental underwent a complete redesign
downsizing for the first time , becoming the lightest Lincoln since World War II. In contrast, the
Lincoln Versailles was withdrawn early in the model year. As a result, by the end of , Lincoln
was marketing three versions of one vehicle. As a response, Lincoln split its two product lines,
with the Continental becoming the Lincoln Town Car. After a short hiatus, for , the Lincoln
Continental shifted size into the mid-size segment using the Ford Fox platform. While Lincoln
would again compete against the Cadillac Seville and to a lesser extent, Mercedes-Benz , the
division completely erased any visual evidence of badge engineering. Initially planned for
withdrawal in the mids until stabilization of fuel prices mitigated fuel-economy concerns, the
Lincoln Town Car progressed through the decade largely unchanged. As its design began to
age, the model line began to increase in sales, as transitions of Cadillac to front-wheel drive and
further downsizing of its full-size model lines were poorly received by both buyers and
automotive industry critics. While the Town Car retained its traditional layout and large size, fuel
prices dropped to a contemporary new low at the time, and operating efficiency became less of
a concern to buyers than a decade prior. Lincoln introduced a series of advertisements in late
titled "The Valet" which depicted parking attendants having trouble distinguishing Cadillacs
from lesser Buicks Electras and Oldsmobiles Ninety-Eights , with the question "Is that a
Cadillac? What a Luxury Car Should Be. For , the Lincoln Continental underwent a second
redesign. Splitting from the Mark VII, the Continental became the first front-wheel drive Lincoln
and was based on an extended-wheelbase version of the Ford Taurus. The 3. The new
Continental was positioned against domestic rivals as well as marketed against European and
Japanese-produced luxury sedans. Following the debut of a driver-side airbag in the Ford
Tempo , the Lincoln Continental became the first domestic brand sedan sold in the United
States equipped with standard dual airbags. Originally slated to downsize the Mark series into
the mid-size segment adopting the chassis of the Ford Thunderbird , Ford instead chose an
intermediate step for the Mark VI, adopting the full-size Panther platform, with the model line
sharing much of its body with the Lincoln Continental. Alongside the traditional two-door coupe
sharing its inch wheelbase used by Ford and Mercury , a first-time four-door sedan joined the
Mark series using the inch wheelbase of Lincoln. Coinciding with its smaller footprint, the Mark
VI saw the standardization of fuel-injected V8 engines a first for the American auto industry and
the first overdrive 4-speed automatic transmission; along with computer control for the engine
itself, the instrument panel replaced analog instruments with digital displays introducing a trip
computer. Serving as the flagship of the Mark VI model line, the Signature Series trim was
introduced for ; serving as the successor for the Mark V Collector's Series, the Signature Series
included nearly every feature as standard equipment. In , the Signature Series trim was adopted
by the Lincoln Town Car in various forms, through its entire production and by the Lincoln
Continental for that year only. For , the series underwent a revision, moving the Cartier and
Givenchy Editions to the Town Car and Continental, respectively ; the Pucci Edition became
offered only as a sedan. In an extensive shift away from its Malaise-era predecessors, the Mark
VII placed a far greater emphasis on handling and performance capability though not to the

extent of a European grand-touring car , introducing four-wheel disc brakes with anti-lock
capability , four-wheel air suspension, and shared its 4. In contrast to its Mark V predecessor of
five years before, the Mark VII had shed 27 inches of length and over 1, pounds of curb weight.
Coinciding with its mechanical commonality to the Lincoln Continental, the Mark VII was offered
solely as a two-door coupe. For , the Mark VII adopted the Lincoln brand name in an effort to
end the branding confusion over the Mark series. By , Lincoln had exited the struggles of the s
and s on a positive note, but would enter the decade in a new battle. While the division had
effectively matched rival Cadillac in vehicle sales, Lincoln offered only three model lines in
place of the seven of Cadillac and the four of Mercedes-Benz. For , the Town Car underwent a
full redesign after following the traditional nine-year Lincoln model cycle. As the model line
represented over half of all Lincoln sales, [25] a redesign of the Town Car proved risky, but was
also mandated by passive-restraint requirements and fuel-economy improvements. Shedding
its sharp-edged exterior lines to allow for a far sleeker exterior, the Town Car adopted many
rounded styling elements from the Mark VII; traditional elements also returned, including a
formal rear roofline, radiator-style grille, chrome trim, and C-pillar quarter windows. To meet
federal requirements, Lincoln marked the debut of several safety features within Ford Motor
Company and within the American luxury segment. Following the introduction of the Mark VIII
see below , the Continental underwent a redesign for , introducing a new version of the Ford
Taurus chassis. The Lincoln model line underwent a significant transition for the model year.
Alongside a mid-cycle revision of the Continental, the Town Car underwent a complete redesign
of its body. The Lincoln Navigator see below made its debut as the first Lincoln SUV, as the
division fielded four model lines for the first time. Bolstered by the launch of the Navigator,
marked the first year Lincoln outranked Cadillac in vehicle sales by over 4, vehicles. The body
was streamlined further to modernize its exterior relegating the spare-tire decklid to vestigial
status. In massive contrast from its s predecessors, the Mark VIII was given a cockpit-style
interior, with all controls oriented towards the driver. Though positively received by both critics
and buyers, sales of mid-size luxury coupes were in overall decline during the s. Sharing no
common bodywork with the Expedition forward of the windshield, the Navigator shared several
design elements from the Town Car, including its use of body-color bumpers, chrome
license-plate surround the only chrome on the rear liftgate , and conservative use of chrome
primarily on the grille, door handles, and window trim ; in modified form, the grille was later
used on the later Lincoln LS and Lincoln Aviator. In an extended debut model year, the
Navigator became the second-most popular Lincoln vehicle behind the Town Car, selling 71,
examples. As the division entered the 21st century, Lincoln began a period of major transition.
In addition to ending production of the long-running Mark series, the Lincoln Navigator SUV had
entered production, nearly unchallenged by European and Japanese manufacturers. As buyers
of mid-size coupes in the luxury segments had shifted towards sports sedans, Lincoln
developed an entry for the segment in the place of the Mark VIII. Though the two vehicles
shared a common chassis and related powertrain, no body panels were common between the
two vehicles. The shortest Lincoln ever produced at the time, the LS was developed to compete
with European and Japanese-produced counterparts, in line with the Cadillac Catera. For ,
Lincoln introduced the Lincoln Blackwood , the first pickup truck produced by the brand and
the first Lincoln manufactured outside of Michigan since along with the Versailles. Derived from
the Ford F SuperCrew , the Blackwood was fitted with the front bodywork of the Lincoln
Navigator and a model-specific pickup bed with imitation wood exterior trim. In line with its
name, all examples were painted black. The Lincoln Blackwood met with poor reception, due to
its limited cargo capability its pickup bed was effectively a carpeted trunk and lack of four-wheel
drive, leading Lincoln to discontinue the model after a single year of production. Sharing the
body of the Ford Explorer with the Mercury Mountaineer , the Aviator adopted many styling
elements from the Navigator, with a nearly identical interior design. While priced higher than its
Mercury Mountaineer counterpart to avoid model overlap, the Aviator struggled to sell, as it
competed closely against the Navigator sold in the same showroom. After 52 years of
production, the Continental was discontinued for While still fitted with Lincoln Navigator
bodywork and interior trim, the Mark LT was fitted with a standard pickup bed; all-wheel drive
was available as an option. In what would be the smallest Lincoln sedan ever, the Zephyr was
derived from the Ford Fusion mid-size sedan. In an effort to distinguish itself from its Ford and
Mercury counterparts, the Lincoln Zephyr adapted styling elements from Lincoln vehicles of the
past, including a wide rectangular grille s and s Continentals , wraparound headlamps late s
Continentals , and a twin-pod dashboard early s Continental. In , as another part of The Way
Forward, Lincoln began a rebranding of its model line. As Ford considered the Lincoln Mark
series to have high nameplate recognition, Lincoln began to introduce similar "MK" branding
across the model lineup. Alongside the Lincoln Town Car, the Lincoln Navigator was not

included with the MK rebranding; for , it was redesigned alongside the Ford Expedition, marking
the debut of the extended-length Navigator L. For the last time, a Designer Series Lincoln was
produced, as Lincoln discontinued the trim on the Town Car after Derived from the MKR
concept, the MKS marked the production debut of the "split-wing" grille, a design element
similar to the s Lincoln Zephyr. As Lincoln entered the 21st century, the brand underwent a
major transition within the structure of Ford Motor Company. The same year, the management
of Lincoln-Mercury was shifted to the American headquarters of PAG, largely in an effort to
engineer and market more competitive vehicles for the brand. The integration of Lincoln into
PAG would lead to several product changes within the division. Following the debut of the LS
sports sedan, the Lincoln Continental was withdrawn in To avoid the model overlap that
plagued the division two decades before, Lincoln chose to focus production on the Lincoln
Town Car, one of the highest-profit vehicles of Ford Motor Company. In , Ford developed The
Way Forward restructuring plan in an effort to return to profitability. Among the seven vehicle
assembly facilities slated for closure, Wixom Assembly home to all Lincoln assembly since ,
with the exception of the Versailles, Navigator, Blackwood, and Mark LT was placed third, with
an announced June closure. After a shortened model year, the Lincoln LS ended production.
Initially slated for discontinuation after , production of the Lincoln Town Car was shifted to St. In
, all three vehicles ended production, coinciding with the closure of that facility. For the Lincoln
division, the beginning of the s introduced a number of structural changes. While Lincoln and
Mercury were spared by The Way Forward, in , Ford announced the closure of Mercury at the
end of the year, with the final Mercury vehicle produced on January 4, After 30 years of
production as a distinct model line and 41 years as a Lincoln nameplate , the Lincoln Town Car
ended its production run in , coinciding with the closure of St. Thomas Assembly in Ontario.
Along with chassis modifications for heavy-duty use, the MKT Town Car features modified rear
seating, with the third-row seat removed to create additional luggage space and second-row
seat legroom. To reflect the end of the Lincoln-Mercury division pairing from to , in December ,
the formal name of Lincoln was changed to The Lincoln Motor Company its name prior to As
part of the rebranding, for , the Lincoln model line underwent several design revisions, headed
by the release of the second-generation MKZ. Use of these trim names would eventually be
expanded to other Lincoln models. Since , Lincoln has enlisted Matthew McConaughey as a
brand spokesman; McConaughey has appeared in commercials for several Lincoln products in
the past six years. The Lincoln Navigator underwent an extensive revision, largely to preview
buyers of its redesign. Along with extensive exterior and interior updates, the Navigator
adopted the 3. Following the positive reception to a concept car of the same name, Lincoln
revived the Lincoln Continental nameplate for the model year after a year hiatus. The revived
model line introduced a new design language for Lincoln; shifting away from the split-wing
grille, the Continental introduced a recessed rectangular grille. The revived Continental marked
the debut of the Lincoln "Black Label" program for all Lincoln vehicles. As a flagship trim line,
Black Label vehicles feature specially coordinated exterior and interior design themes similar to
the Designer Editions of the Mark series , along with highly personalized customer service. For ,
after an eleven-year production run of its predecessor, Lincoln released the fourth generation of
the Navigator. Integrating the recessed rectangular grille of the Continental into its exterior, the
Navigator is distinguished from the Ford Expedition largely from its taillamps and its
blacked-out roof pillars sharing the "floating roof" design of the Ford Flex and Ford Explorer.
For , the retirement of the "MK" naming scheme was expanded, as the MKX underwent a
mid-cycle update, becoming the Lincoln Nautilus. For , the Lincoln model line underwent further
expansion, with the return of the Aviator mid-size SUV again a counterpart of the Ford Explorer ;
the revived Aviator offers the first hybrid-electric system in a Lincoln SUV. The long-wheelbase
coach-door Continental is now offered as a regular production model only in Black Label trim.
Lincoln vehicles are available in South Korea; most of the product line is sold but the Lincoln
Navigator has not been introduced to the country. Lincoln was marketed in Japan prior to ,
when Ford ended its operations in Japan. The Lincoln marque never existed in Australia and
New Zealand. Instead, the region was serviced entirely by locally designed and manufactured
cars, including luxury segment models, by Ford Australia. In the s and s, Hongqi produced a
license-built version of the Lincoln Town Car, based on knock-down kits imported from the
United States. Along with a standard-wheelbase sedan, three lengths of limousines were
produced, along with the Hongqi CA prototype. Ford of Europe does not market the Lincoln
brand. To compete against luxury-brand automobiles, the Italian coachbuilder Vignale acquired
by Ford in is marketed by Ford of Europe as a sub-brand as the highest trim of the Fiesta,
Focus, Mondeo, Kuga, Edge, and S-Max. Lincoln achieved its two best U. Since , Lincoln has
used a framed four-pointed star as its brand logo. Introduced on the Continental Mark II in , the
four-point star has undergone various modifications in appearance, but has remained nearly

unchanged since In , Lincoln adopted a greyhound as a hood ornament, used into the s. On the
front fascia, Lincoln adopted a coat of arms with a red cross. Following the war, Lincolns
adopted a rocket-style hood ornament until the adoption of the four-point star from the Mark II.
Although a luxury division, Lincoln has not been absent from motorsports. The Lincoln Mark
VIII was tested at Charlotte Motor Speedway in as a potential replacement for the discontinued
Ford Thunderbird , but the car was rejected by NASCAR due to a lack of wind tunnel testing and
not getting the serial numbers of the parts to ensure they were stock components, as well as
Ford not wanting to give Lincoln a racing image; Ford ultimately replaced the Thunderbird with
the Ford Taurus. During the 20th century, Lincoln produced several official state limousines for
Presidents of the United States , from Franklin D. Roosevelt to George H. Along with producing
the first purpose-built presidential limousine, Lincoln produced two of the first armored vehicles
for presidential use. As a result of its convertible top to allow the president to appear in crowds
without exiting the vehicle , the Lincoln adapted the name " Sunshine Special ". In , as a
response to the beginning of World War II, the Sunshine Special adapted armor plating and
bullet-proof glass; the retractable roof remained in use. Following the result of the security
upgrades, the Sunshine Special expanded to 9, pounds. After traveling across the United States
for the Roosevelt and Truman administrations, the Sunshine Special was retired in For ,
President Eisenhower ordered a removable Plexiglas roof fitted to the foot-long Cosmopolitan
convertible, with the vehicle adapting the "Bubble Top" nickname. Kennedy and Lyndon B.
Johnson once , with the "Bubble Top" retired in Code-named SSX , the Lincoln was an open car,
designed with a set of interchangeable tops, including a black formal-profile top, plexiglass roof
sections, and a stainless-steel targa top for the driver's compartment. In presidential parades
and motorcades, the limousine was often used as an open car to avoid stress on the cooling
system. In the open configuration, John F. Kennedy was assassinated in November
Distinguished by a shift from navy blue to black paint and the permanent fitment of a roof, SSX
underwent extensive security modifications, adding armor plating and bulletproof glass. Retired
from front-line service in , the limousine remained in service until , used by Presidents Johnson,
Richard M. Nixon, Gerald R. Ford, and Jimmy Carter. While again adopting the armor plating and
bulletproof glass and other security features of SSX, to allow the President to stand upright and
greet constituents from the motorcade, a sunroof was added to the vehicle above the rear
passenger compartment. Developed for the second term of the Nixon administration, in , the
Gerald Ford administration replaced the Continental with an armored Lincoln Continental
limousine. As a result of armor plating and security upgrades, the Continental was stretched to
22 feet in length, weighing nearly 13, pounds. In , the limousine rushed Gerald Ford away during
the assassination attempt against him from Sarah Jane Moore. While not directly hit by a bullet
from Hinckley, Reagan was wounded by a bullet that had struck the armor plating on the side of
the car, ricocheting off of the vehicle. In line with its Cadillac Fleetwood Brougham predecessor,
the roofline of the Town Car was raised several inches to accommodate for the thickness of
bulletproof glass while preserving outward visibility. To better handle the weight of armor
plating and security upgrades, the powertrain was upgraded to that of an F pickup truck,
receiving a 7. Since , the Secret Service has used limousines derived from Cadillac vehicles as a
presidential state car. SSX , Lincoln Continental convertible, shown after permanent top
conversion. From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia. Redirected from Lincoln automobile.
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headlights usually have both high and low beam options. Some achieve this by using a single
bulb with two filaments. Other light assembly designs have two separate bulbs with single
filaments. How Much Does it Cost for a Headlight? What is a Composite Headlamp? Most
modern vehicles use what's called a composite headlamp. A composite headlight is a custom fit
plastic reflector bonded to a plastic or glass lens and fitted with a bulb. The bulb is of a
quartz-halogen or HID design. The glass headlight bulb is actually made of silica quartz, which
is highly resistant to heat. They generate light when electrons pass through a superconductor
material contained in the LEDs. Halogen bulbs rely on a regular plain glass bulb and filament.
However, they are also filled with a mixture of halogen gases, such as nitrogen and argon, or
iodine and bromine. An often overlooked issue is halogen bulbs should never come into contact
with human skin because the oils and salt can damage the glass and make it less able to
withstand the higher temperatures and will burn out easier. High Intensity Discharge or HID
Xenon Headlights High intensity discharge or HID headlights as they are commonly called are
also known as xenon headlights because they contain the gas xenon, which can give the
headlight a distinctive blue sheen. These types of bulbs are usually much brighter at night than
any other kind of bulb. Composite and sealed Beam headlights are 2 different kinds of parts. In
a composite headlight assembly the individual bulbs can be removed and replaced. However on
Sealed beam headlight units the entire assembly needs to be replaced when a bulb burns out.
From bulbs to covers and from wiring to switches, shop at PartsGeek. Often the most difficult
thing about maintaining your car or truck is finding a good source of quality parts like a Bosch
headlight assembly. Nothing is more critical than preserving the safety of yourself and your
loved ones, which is why upgrading your car with the highest-quality and most durable
replacement parts is crucial. Accidents are a steep price to pay for not maintaining your
vehicle's safety equipment. Without question, the most important part in a car's construction is
the safety components. Most carmakers sell cars that protect drivers and passengers, but bear
in mind it's your job to make sure that all the critical safety components are present and in good
repair. The headlight assembly is a part which allows you to operate your vehicle after sunset
as well as in low-visibility weather by shining a light on the street ahead of your car. The
headlight assembly is absolutely one of the most significant components on the car or truck
when it comes to clear travel at night or in low-visibility conditions. Not having a functioning
headlight assembly in place may be a serious hazard to yourself in addition to others. Your
headlight assemblies should be replaced as they start to wear out or are broken. To have
greater visibility while driving in the dark, a reliable headlight assembly is important. When you
purchase a Bosch headlight assembly from the specialists here at PartsGeek, you can rest
assured that you are getting the most high quality parts and the lowest price. We here at
PartsGeek know what it's like to love your vehicle, and so we have made it our mission to help
you find the perfect Hella headlight. There's nothing that is more critical than the safety of
yourself and your passengers, which is why upgrading your car with the highest-quality and
most reliable parts is necessary. Repairing your vehicle's damaged safety equipment is the
most basic step you can take to ensure the safety of your family. Mishaps are a fact of life
owning a car or truck, but it's possible to mitigate the chances of having a disaster by
purchasing or maintaining your safety gear such as signal lights or brakes. Equipment choices

that make for a more comfortable ride can increase safety and drivability. Lacking a working
headlight on your vehicle can be a source of hazard to yourself as well as others. Your
headlight adds greater safety when driving at night. A headlight is one of the most critical
elements installed on the car regarding secure navigation on unlighted streets or in
low-visibility weather. All headlights need to be replaced as they appear to fail or are shattered.
Different types of headlights are manufactured, which you can buy at most automotive stores;
these include HID as well as tungsten lights. The perfect parts, like a Replacement headlight
assembly, are just a few clicks away when you buy from PartsGeek. Buying features that
improve overall ride also improves performance in dangerous conditions. Making your car safe
for the streets and in line with traffic laws is much simpler when the proper safety components
are installed. A small investment in safety for your car or truck now can prevent big expense in
the future. To see better while driving at night, a dependable headlight assembly is vital. Failure
to have a functioning headlight assembly installed can be a serious risk to yourself as well as
everyone else. Your headlight assembly is a part that permits you to operate your car in the
dark as well as in low-visibility conditions by lighting up the road ahead of your vehicle. Your
headlight assembly is perhaps one of the most important elements on the car or truck regarding
hazard-free navigation on unlighted streets or in low-visibility conditions. Various types of
headlight assemblies are manufactured, which you can buy at many car parts retailers; these
include xenon and halogen models. Fender-benders are a fact of life traveling in a car or truck,
but drivers can mitigate the risk of being victimized by a catastrophe simply by purchasing or
repairing the safety gear such as lights and brakes. Few things are as important as your family's
safety and security while travelling down the highway. Eliminate immoderate risk when
motoring by insuring that your car or truck has the safety-related parts that you desire. A
headlight assembly furnishes optimal safety as you're driving in poor conditions. Different
types of headlight assemblies have been developed, which are obtainable at most car parts
stores; these include High Intensity Discharge as well as tungsten models. In order to see better
while driving on unlighted roads, a reliable headlight assembly is necessary. Your headlight
assembly is a system which makes it safe for you to operate your car on unlighted roads as well
as in bad weather by shining a light on the road ahead of your vehicle. Your headlight assembly
is one of the most vital components installed on your car for clear driving at night or in bad
weather. Headlights perform many functions in your daily driving besides just lighting your way.
You signal a driver of an oncoming hazard by flashing your lights, or ask a slow driver to move
aside. You turn on your highbeams for extra visibility in particularly dark areas, perhaps when
you're on a deserted roads without street lights. In foggy conditions, your headlamps allow you
to cut through murky conditions to continue driving safely. These are also one of the parts on
your car that get replaced more frequently than many others. Making sure your headlights are
working properly ensures your safety and the safety of others on the road. Replacing a
headlight is easy at PartsGeek. With our day return policy you can shop with confidence
because you have a month to send back a part if you need to. Headlights illuminate the road in
front of the car so that both driver and oncoming cars can remain safe on the road. The
headlight is composed of the assembly and the bulb. Headlight assemblies can be replaced
when the plastic or glass that houses the bulb becomes damaged or cracked. If the light itself
goes out, then the lightbulb within needs to be replaced. Headlights are designed to fit the
design of the car and therefore when replacing your vehicle's assembly it's important to get the
right fit to match your particular make and model, as some change from model to model and
year to year. Headlight assemblies are sold for the right and left sides of your vehicle. The price
varies depending on the components that come with the assembly. Some headlights also have
added components like washers, and those are more expensive. And sometimes just the lens or
one component of the overall headlight assembly needs to be replaced. The frequency of
headlight replacement depends on which component you need to replace. For example, bulbs
are one component of a headlight that need more frequent replacement, but LED lamps last
longer than standard halogen bulbs. The assembly of the light could become cracked or
damaged, and in that case there's no standard replacement timeframe. Replacement in some
cases is more a matter of whether or not the lens gets broken through a fender-bender or
accident rather than dependent on the lifespan of the assembly. Speedy, safe delivery. So
pleased with parts and ease of ordering I have told my mechanic about your company. I was
surprise at how fast the product arrived, and I am very satisfied with this purchase. It was
cheaper then I had bought the last one from a junk yard. The plastic yellowed so badly I was
surprised that any light was getting out. This new light assembly makes the front of my truck
look new again. I will be back for more. Install was easy but for some reason the light had no
power. Had power at the factory plug by none to the light. Wiggled the harness on the light and
has been fine since. Skip to main content Menu. Close X. Call To Order: To return a part, simply

submit a support ticket within 30 days of ordering and we will issue you an RMA number to
return your product. See customer service page for refund and return details. We scour the web
to make sure PartsGeek always has low prices. You can buy with confidence! Alfa Romeo. Land
Rover. Rolls Royce. AM General. American Motors. Blue Bird. IC Corporation. Sterling Truck.
Action Crash. Crown Automotive. DIY Solutions. Magneti Marelli. AC Delco. Automotive
Lighting. Eagle Eyes. Original Equipment. Pro Parts. Professional Parts Sweden. VNE
Automotive. Fog Light. Parking Light. Tail Light. Third Brake Light. Turn Signal. Turn Signal
Switch. Washer Reservoir. Wiper Blade. Click to Enlarge. Shipping Options: Free Ground
Shipping. Position of Product: Right - Passenger Side. Quality: Value Line - High quality
automotive part with the highest cost savings. TYC Headlight Assembly. Dorman Headlight
Assembly. Bulb Technology Halogen. Features: Specifically designed to look and function like
the original headlight Original manufacturer quality Rigid plastic protects against weather and
road conditions Built to match the exact original dimensions for proper fit. Anzo Headlight
Assembly. Magneti Marelli W Headlight Lens. Product SKU: W Shipping Options: Ground,
Overnight, 2 Day. Genuine W Headlight Lens. Features: Head Light Assembly. Product SKU:
Anzo Headlight Set. Compliant To S. Your Bosch Headlight Assembly provides more safety as
you're traveling in the dark. Headlight Headlights perform many functions in your daily driving
besides just lighting your way. What is a headlight? How much are headlights? How often do
headlights need to be replaced? Read more reviews. Will buy from again! Very quick shipping
and nice item! Great online experience. Thank you. Makes the front of my truck look new again.
Easy order and shipped to my front door. Catalog: E. Vehicle Subaru Legacy. Shipping Options:
Ground Fitment Information:. Catalog: D. Vehicle Notes Dodge Ram Catalog: Q. Vehicle Bed Info
Chevrolet Silverado Catalog: B. Vehicle Hino Catalog: F. Vehicle Jeep Wrangler. Vehicle
Mercedes CLS Catalog: A. Vehicle BMW i. Vehicle Jaguar XK8. Catalog: G. Vehicle Porsche
Cayenne. Catalog: H. Vehicle Body Lexus ES Catalog: C. Catalog: T. Vehicle Ford F Super Duty.
Catalog: K. Catalog: N. Vehicle Volvo XC Looking to become a distributor for QAA? Contact Us
today! QAA is a leading designer, manufacturer and distributor of aftermarket stainless steel
accessories for cars, trucks and SUVs. You can rely on the quality, durability and dependability
of QAA products. And, it doesn't stop there. Our services are as dependable as our products whether determining the right products for you or helping to make your in-house installations
more effective. We strive to create specialty parts and accessories that would make vehicles
more attractive, more unique, more fun, and like-new again. Please do not hesitate to contact
us. We are here to answer your questions and provide you with the best application to meet
your needs. The Difference is in the Detail! Quality Automotive Accessories. Select Your Make
Acura. Land Rover. Call: Box , Westford, MA Choose A Collection Bumper Trim. Door Handle
Covers. Door Handle Trim. Door Sill Trim. Front End Trim. Gas Door Trim. Grille Accents. Grille
Overlays. Hood Accent Trim. License Bar Trim. License Plate Bezels. Mirror Covers. Molding
Inserts. Pillar Posts. Rear Bumper Trim. Rear Deck Trim. Rear End Trim. Rocker Panels. Roof
Accent Trim. Side Accent Trim. Tailgate Trim. Tail Light Bezels. Wheel Well Accent Trim. Wheel
Well Fender Trim. Window Trim Package. Window Trim. Industrial Trucks. The Lincoln Town Car
is a model line of full-size luxury sedans that was marketed by the Lincoln division of the
American automaker Ford Motor Company. Deriving its name from a limousine body style ,
Lincoln marketed the Town Car from to , with the nameplate previously serving as the flagship
trim of the Lincoln Continental. Marketed nearly exclusively as a four-door sedan a two-door
sedan was offered for only , many examples of the Town Car were used for fleet and livery
limousine service. From to its discontinuation, the Town Car was the longest car produced by
Ford worldwide, becoming the longest mass-production car sold in North America from to That
factory was closed in September ; the final Lincoln Town Car came off the assembly line on
August 29, In the s, a town car was a body design typically used for limousines. The description
originated from the horse-drawn carriage that featured an open chauffeur's compartment with a
fixed roof for the passengers. Later, the " sedan de Ville " was used as a model name by
Cadillac, the primary rival to the Lincoln Continental from the s to the s. For , Lincoln
augmented it's pre-existing Continental lineup with the addition of two formal sedans known as
the Town Car and Limousine. Both new vehicles featured pillared construction, interiors of
broadcloth and scotch-grain leather as well as deep pile carpeting. No options were offered with
all equipment including air conditioning being standard; the Limousine came with a glass
partition between the front and rear seats. In addition to the slightly restrained styling, the
change in the roofline was also functional. To add rear-seat legroom, the rear seat was
repositioned without any modification in the wheelbase. In the years to follow both Imperial and
Cadillac would redesign the rooflines on their own range-topping vehicles the LeBaron and
Fleetwood Sixty-Special to appear more formal and limousine-like. One of the rarest vehicles
ever produced by Ford Motor Company, [5] Town Cars and 83 Limousines were produced from

to ; all examples were painted black. For , the Town Car name returned as a trim package
option, including leather seating surfaces and deeper cut-pile carpeting. A raised molding over
the roof incorporated coach lamps on the B-pillars. As with the Town Car, the Town Coupe was
offered with a standard vinyl roof. As part of the redesign of the Lincoln roofline, the Town Car
adopted the oval opera windows of the Mark IV coupe, with the Town Coupe given a large
rectangular opera window. The Continental Town Car proved to be a success for the division,
becoming the most popular Lincoln vehicle of the s as the Mark IV and Mark V were not
technically branded as Lincolns. Closeup image of rear roofline of a Lincoln Continental Town
Car, showing padded rear vinyl roof and opera windows. For , Lincoln became the final
American brand to market downsized full-size cars. In its redesign, the Lincoln Continental
shifted from the largest production sedan in North America to a design with a smaller exterior
footprint than Cadillac. Though technically not badged a Lincoln, the Mark VI shared its chassis
and much of the body with the Continental to reduce development and production costs.
Following the early withdrawal of the slow-selling Lincoln Versailles , Lincoln-Mercury dealers
offered three highly similar vehicles across a wide price range in the same showroom. The
discontinuation of the Versailles also marked the return of Lincoln exclusively to the full-size
sedan segment, leaving nothing to sell against European-brand luxury vehicles. For , Lincoln
underwent a revision to transition its full-size model range from three nameplates to one,
commencing a multi-year transition throughout all three Ford divisions. For , the Continental
went on hiatus, with Lincoln shifting the nameplate to a mid-size sedan for A model year
removed from the extensive downsizing of its full-size model range, the Lincoln division
underwent a revision of its nameplates. Following the discontinuation of the compact Versailles
sedan, Lincoln was left marketing six nearly identical vehicles Continental, Continental Town
Car, and Mark VI, all offered both as two-door and four-door sedans. Largely similar to the
Lincoln Continental, the Lincoln Town Car was offered as a two-door and four-door sedan the
Town Coupe nameplate was discontinued. At the time of its launch, the Town Car was initially
slated for replacement by front-wheel drive model lines in anticipation of further volatility in fuel
prices ; as fuel prices began to stabilize, demand rose for the model line, leading
Lincoln-Mercury to produce the Town Car through the s with few visible changes. Over , were
sold for , the highest ever for the model line. Delayed to the model year due to engineering
issues, the Panther platform meant radically different exterior dimensions for the Lincoln
models. The new Panther platform meant reduced overall size, better suspension geometry, and
upgraded power steering with a reduced turning diameter by over 8 feet compared to the
Lincoln Continental. For , gas-pressurized shocks were added. Following the introduction of the
Lincoln Town Car in , the 5. In Canada, the V8 remained carbureted until These engines are
identifiable by their cast aluminum upper intake manifolds with horizontal throttle body vertical
throttle plate ; this replaced the traditional throttle body with a carburetor-style top-mounted air
cleaner previously used. Introduced in the Lincoln Continental for and marketed in all
Panther-platform vehicles in , the Lincoln Town Car was equipped with the 4-speed AOD
automatic overdrive transmission, the sole transmission of examples. All Town Cars from to
featured an optional trailer towing package which included dual exhausts , a 3. During the late s,
the sales of the Lincoln Continental had held steady and the Continental Mark V would go on to
outsell its Cadillac Eldorado counterpart. As with its predecessors, the Town Car features
nearly flat body sides, sharp-edged fenders, and a radiator-style grille. In a major departure,
hideaway headlamps gave way to exposed halogen headlamps the first on a full-size Lincoln
since Another first included fully framed door glass retractable vent windows were now
standard ; in sharp contrast to its Ford and Mercury counterparts, the window frames were
painted matte black. While chrome trim remained around the headlamps and window frames, in
a break from Lincoln tradition, it was deleted from the top of the fenders. After only 4, two-door
Town Cars were sold in , the bodystyle was discontinued for In the shift from rebadging the
Continental to the Lincoln Town Car for , Lincoln replaced the "Continental" badging above the
headlights with "Town Car", which was removed in A padded roof was standard equipment on
all Town Cars, with its design determined by trim level. On standard-trim Town Cars, a
leather-grained vinyl full-length covering with center pillar coach lamps was fitted. For
Signature Series and Cartier trims, a padded vinyl coach roof covering the rear half of the roof
with a frenched smaller rear window opening was fitted; the coach roof was also an option on
standard-trim Town Cars. On non-Cartier Town Cars, a full-length cloth canvas roof was an
option; imitating the look of a convertible, the design deleted the C-pillar quarter windows.
During the s, the Lincoln Town Car would undergo several exterior revisions. For , the model
was given a mid-cycle facelift. In addition to slightly improving its aerodynamics, the design
was intended to visually shorten the car though length was essentially unchanged. The front
and rear bumpers were redesigned, better integrating them into the bodywork. The rear fascia

was redesigned; distinguished by redesigned taillamps, the trunklid was better integrated with
the rear fenders. For , to meet federal regulations, a center brake light was added in the rear
window. For , the grille was updated with a brushed-metal panel between the taillamps, which
now featured the reverse lamps. The "Lincoln" front-end badging is moved from above left
headlight onto grille and changed to large sans-serif script. In the rear, the brushed-metal panel
was given a pinstripe finish and all badging was moved from the panel onto the trunk lid. All
models feature a landau roof with a smaller, more formal "frenched" rear window. All
non-Cartier models also include an embedded Lincoln "star" emblems in their opera windows.
The interior of the Lincoln Town Car featured many advanced luxury options for its time.
Signature Series and Cartier models featured 6-way power seats and manual seatback recliners
for the driver and front passenger; the Lincoln Town Car adopted a split front bench seat
previously seen on the Mark coupes. Several electronic features included an optional
digital-display trip computer showing the driver "miles to empty" and based on driver input an
"estimated time of arrival". A keypad -based keyless entry system unlocked the vehicle through
a 5-digit combination factory-programmed or owner-programmed. Mounted above the driver
door handle, the keypad allowed the driver to lock all four doors; after entering the code, the
driver could unlock the doors or release the trunklid. Along with keyfob-based systems, the
keypad system is still in use on Ford and Lincoln vehicles as of As part of the update, the
Lincoln Town Car was the first Ford vehicle to feature a CD player as an option as part of a
speaker JBL premium stereo system ; [14] while was the final year for the option of 8-track
players and CB radios for the Town Car. For , the front-seat head restraints were replaced with a
taller 4-way articulating design; walnut burl trim replaced much of the satin black trim on the
lower dash. For , the instrument cluster was updated; for Town Cars with analog gauges, the
instrument panel was given round dials in square bezels. In addition, new wood trim was added
to the dashboard and steering wheel. As before, the special-edition package consisted of
exclusively-coordinated exterior colors and interior designs, with the Cartier logo embroidered
in place of the Lincoln "star" emblem on the seats. For , the package underwent a redesign with
new upholstery design and new two-tone metallic beige platinum added alongside the
traditional platinum silver and two-tone arctic white. Sail America Commemorative Edition This
special edition Signature Series model came in white with a blue carriage roof and had a white
leather interior with blue piping and special badging. This replaced a proposed Gucci edition
Town Car that had been in the works. Gucci Edition Signature Series Gucci Edition had a
special blue canvas roof with fluorescent B-pillar light and a special blue badge on the C Pillar
with the word signature. It was designated in the VIN number as code For the model year, the
Cadillac DeVille and Fleetwood , traditional competitors of the Lincoln Town Car, shifted to
front-wheel drive platforms The Fleetwood Brougham retained its rear-drive platform and styling
, becoming smaller than the Lincoln Continental. At the time, Lincoln marketed the larger size of
the Town Car as a selling point. In response to the downsized Cadillacs, Lincoln introduced a
series of advertisements in late titled "The Valet" which depicted parking attendants having
trouble distinguishing Cadillacs from lesser Buicks Electras and Oldsmobiles Ninety-Eights ,
with the question "Is that a Cadillac? What a Luxury Car Should Be. After ten years on the
market nine of them as the Town Car relatively unchanged, the Lincoln Town Car was given an
extensive redesign inside and out, being launched on October 5, , as a model. In a move to
bring a new generation of buyers to the Lincoln brand, the Town Car adopted a far more
contemporary image, bringing it in line with the Continental and Mark VII. In addition, the Town
Car adopted a new range of safety and luxury features and would mark the debut of a
powertrain that would see usage in a wide variety of Ford Motor Company vehicles. The
second-generation Town Car was a sales success and became one of the best-selling full-size
U. During the late s and early s, Town Car sales regularly exceeded , units with , Town Cars
being sold in alone. The final compromise of the committee sought to keep the identity of the
Town Car thus avoiding repeating the mistakes of Cadillac while introducing a contemporary
vehicle for the s. In , a second factor driving the design of the FN36 project was initiated, as the
United States government introduced regulations mandating passive restraints on vehicles
produced after September 1, ; along with automatic seat belts , out of necessity, automakers
began to reconsider the use of airbags as passive restraints. At the time the FN36 project was
launched in , to extend the life of the Town Car, Lincoln-Mercury began a number of
advertisements satirizing the newly introduced Cadillac model line, making them out to be
indistinguishable from a Buick, Pontiac, and Oldsmobile. In March , the design freeze for the
project occurred, with an intended production start of mid The second-generation Lincoln Town
Car would become the first domestic Ford vehicle engineered outside of the company and
constructed by foreign suppliers, with International Automotive Design of Brighton, England
handling the engineering, while Japan-based Ogihara Iron Works supplying all of the Town Car

body panels from its own factory near the Wixom plant. From to , the Town Car would go from
over a year behind its production date to two weeks ahead of schedule. To lower the
development and production costs of the extensive redesign, Ford Motor Company retained the
Panther platform for the Lincoln Town Car, continuing its use of rear-wheel drive. In a major
change, rear air suspension introduced as an option for all three Panther vehicles in became
standard equipment on all Town Cars. For , the Town Car was produced with inch rear drum
brakes identical to its predecessor ; for , they were replaced by inch solid rotor disc brakes. In
its redesign for the model year, Lincoln stylists sought a completely new design for the Town
Car. Many traditional Lincoln styling cues were heavily reworked or abandoned completely.
Although the Town Car would keep its formal notchback sedan roofline, the flat-sided fenders
and angular lines seen since the Continentals and Mark IIIs of the late s disappeared. Stylists
made the body more aerodynamic reducing drag coefficient from 0. In a move to market the
Town Car towards buyers of contemporary vehicles, several other changes were made.
Although two-tone paint remained available featuring a lower body accent color in gray metallic
, monotone paint schemes would become increasingly standard. In a major change, a vinyl roof
was no longer offered, since vinyl roofs declined in popularity among many buyers. Spoked
aluminum wheels were dropped from the options list for , while locking wire wheel discs
remained through In late , the exterior was given a minor update with a new grille and slightly
redesigned tail lamp lenses distinguished by a "checkerboard" pattern for models. Although the
bumper largely remained unchanged, the front fascia was updated as the headlamp clusters are
changed to a clear-lens design and separated from the grille. The grille was redesigned,
returning to the design in a surround fitting closer to the body. The rear fascia saw the trim
between the tail lamps redesigned, featuring additional running lights, while the reverse lamps
were moved from the outer edges of the reflector panel to the center, beneath the lid lock cover
similar to the - models. In a departure from the Lincoln Continental and Mark VII, the use of the
Panther platform necessitated a degree of component sharing with the Ford and Mercury
counterparts. Although fitted with its own seats and door panels, [31] the Town Car was fitted
with essentially the same dashboard as the Mercury Grand Marquis versions with digital
instruments retain the instrument panel layout from In , the wood trim was changed to an
orange-toned walnut. New for the model year was an integrated, voice-activated in-car cellular
telephone concealed in the center armrest, which featured a speakerphone as well as a rearview
mirror-mounted microphone for hands-free calling. As part of its Mid-cycle refresh, the interior
saw a greater degree of change than the exterior. To bring the design up to date and in line with
the rest of the Lincoln line , the dashboard and door panels featured a curved design, while
influenced by the Mark VIII, the 6-passenger design of the Town Car precluded the adoption of a
center console in the interior. To increase storage space, the dual center armrests of the front
seats on Signature and Cartier models were redesigned to include storage compartments to
hold cassettes and the optional cellular telephone. The dashboard design continued into the
new door panels, now with an illuminated power window and seat adjuster cluster, and a
back-lit power door lock switch placed higher on the door. Releases for the trunk and fuel door
were moved from the dashboard onto the lower driver's door. Redesigned seat patterns now
offered an available driver and front passenger electric heat feature. The radio antenna was
integrated into the rear window. For , the climate controls were again redesigned; while Cartier
Designer Editions featured genuine wood trim on the dashboard and door panels. In , few
changes were made: the rear center armrest added a pair of cup holders, while Cartier models
gained rear-seat vanity mirrors mounted in the headliner. Also in , the trim level badges were
moved to the front fenders in place of the "Town Car" badges. Subsequently, the rear side
opera windows no longer featured their trim level engravings. For , the base trim was renamed
Executive Series. From to , the Lincoln Town Car was available with a factory towing package.
The Signature Series added a digital vacuum fluorescent instrument cluster, trip computer, and
standard alloy wheels. The Cartier Edition was fitted with the same features as the Signature
Series, adding a JBL-branded sound system with an amplifier, a security system, alloy spoked
wheels, and other details, such as cloth and leather seats. In addition to the three standard
trims of the Lincoln Town Car, various special edition option packages were produced by
Lincoln excluding dealer-produced versions. Jack Nicklaus Signature Series The Jack Nicklaus
Signature Series was a special-edition option package for the Town Car Signature Series that
was featured a green exterior with a white top; the interior consisted of white leather with green
accents. Another version of the package was sold with a white exterior and a standard roof; the
interior trim was similar, with white leather seats and green carpets and trim. Most Jack
Nicklaus editions have ornaments and wording on the exterior trimmed in gold including green
and gold "Golden Bear" badges on the front fenders. Regatta Edition The Regatta Edition was a
maritime-themed special-edition option package for the Signature Series, with approximately 1,

produced. The package consisted of White Oxford leather seats with optional blue seat piping ,
with regatta blue carpeting; the doors and instrument panel featured matching blue-color trim.
The package was often paired with a white oxford vinyl carriage roof featuring embroidery on
the "C" pillar near the opera windows. Spinnaker Edition Replacing the Regatta Edition, the
Spinnaker Edition option package featured tri-coat paint, two-toned leather seats, the Spinnaker
logo on the floor mats, and 16" spoked aluminum wheels. Featuring a unique accent stripe,
leather seats, wood instrument panel trim, window badging, cellular telephone , power
moonroof , JBL audio system, auto electrochromatic dimming mirror with compass, and
traction assist , [34] the Diamond Anniversary Edition included nearly every available option on
the Lincoln Town Car. At its redesign, the Lincoln Town Car was offered with relatively few
options, with nearly all features as standard equipment. On the Signature Series, the only
options were leather seat trim, a moonroof, a disc CD changer, a JBL sound system, a security
system, and an onboard telephone. The redesign highlighted several new features that had
never been available before on the Town Car. A two-position driver's memory seat was standard
on Cartier Editions optional on Signature Series ; the memory seats featured an 8-way
adjustment for both seats and inflatable lumbar support. While technically a carryover feature
from , the Electrochromic Dimming Mirror was redesigned for the much wider rear window of
the new Town Car. A number of advances were made in the safety features available for the
Lincoln Town Car, with ABS becoming an optional feature in Following the return of 4-wheel
disc brakes to the Town Car in for the first time since , ABS became standard in Initially, the
Town Car came with dual airbags as standard equipment. However, due to a March 14, fire at
the facility where the passenger airbag's propellant was produced, [35] the passenger airbag
essentially became a delete option , with a credit on the window sticker issued for the price of
the missing airbag. Upon owner request, for the price of the issued credit, the passenger airbag
would be installed once supply became available. Shifting away from the straight-lined design
language used by full-size Lincoln sedans for over 35 years, the Town Car adopted the rounded
exterior of the Lincoln Mark VIII and Lincoln Continental. The third generation of the Town Car
marked several major changes within Lincoln-Mercury. From to , the Lincoln-Mercury division
became a brand of Premier Automotive Group , a division of Ford created to manage its
premium automotive brands acquired during the s; following organizational difficulties leading
to Lincoln once again falling behind Cadillac in sales by , Lincoln-Mercury was restored under
its previous divisional structure during To continue the Town Car, for the model year,
production of the Town Car was transferred to the St. For its redesign in the model year, the
Lincoln Town Car retained the Ford Panther platform that had underpinned its predecessor. To
improve the cornering stability of the Town Car, a Watt's linkage was fitted to the solid rear axle
suspension a change also seen in its Mercury and Ford counterparts. The front brake calipers
were changed to a larger dual-piston design; inch wheels became standard. For , the chassis of
the Town Car was extensively redesigned and changes were made to the tuning of the
suspension. The steering system was changed from a recirculating-ball to a rack-and-pinion
configuration. For the first time since its introduction, the 4. From to , the Town Car used the
4R70W 4-speed automatic that was introduced in From onward, the heavier-duty 4R75W
replaced it. While three inches shorter than its predecessor, the Town Car gained two inches in
width and an inch in height becoming the tallest Lincoln sedan in 40 years. In a major break
from Lincoln styling tradition, the Town Car abandoned many of the straight-edged lines of its
predecessor. Adopting styling cues of the outgoing Mark VIII and the Continental, the Town Car
adopted a curved design scheme in place of the previous straight-lined body. While the radiator
grille was retained, its rectangular shape was changed to oval its waterfall pattern was adopted
by the Lincoln Navigator introduced alongside it , and the hood ornament was deleted. The
curved design scheme carried further to the rear of the Town Car, in the C-pillar losing its opera
windows into the trunklid. To differentiate from its Mercury counterpart, the Town Car switched
to individual taillamps, deleting the filler panel on the trunklid; a large chrome surround was
used on the trunklid to mount the license plate. In , the stretched Town Car L was introduced,
with a six-inch stretch in its wheelbase. To produce the variant at a lower cost, the B-pillar was
widened on versions to use the existing rear door glass of the standard Town Car. In , the Town
Car L was redesigned, giving it model-specific doors proportioned to the longer roofline; these
versions are distinguished by wider rear quarter glass in the doors. In , coinciding with the
chassis redesign, the body of the Town Car underwent a number of changes. To bring it in line
with contemporary Lincoln vehicles, the lower body was squared off; the oval grille was
redesigned in the style of the Lincoln LS ; the hood ornament made its return after a 5-year
absence. As with its predecessors, the Lincoln Town Car visibly shares few common interior
parts with its Ford and Mercury counterparts aside from its steering column, radio, and climate
controls. To improve ergonomics, power seat controls on Signature and Cartier models are

relocated from the seat to door panel Executive Series, in Seat-mounted side airbags become
standard on all Town Cars for In the same year, the Executive Series regained its rear-seat
center armrest initially deleted in a cost-cutting move. A new in-vehicle telematics system,
called "RESCU", included a rearview mirror with integrated microphone and SOS and roadside
assistance buttons, and replaced the previous in-car telephone with a portable Motorola
Timeport cellular telephone that now featured voice recognition. The system was discontinued
after the model year. For its redesign, the interior of the Lincoln Town Car saw extensive
changes. To differentiate the Town Car from the Mercury Grand Marquis, the radio and climate
controls were integrated into a single unit with an analog clock; the interior was given a
model-specific wood trim bordered by satin metal. The redesign included new seats,
distinguished by taller head restraints. For , for the first time since , the Town Car received a
redesigned steering wheel. For , the instrument panel was redesigned, with the Town Car
gaining a tachometer alongside its Ford and Mercury counterparts; The Town Car was one of
the last American-market vehicles sold without one. As part of the shift in assembly plants, to
streamline production, Lincoln deleted or standardized many features of the Town Car, leaving
only 4 remaining options: HID headlamps, whitewall tires, polished spoke wheels in place of
spoke "machine-finish" wheels , and a trunk organizer. At its redesign for , the Lincoln Town
Car was produced in three trim levels: Executive Series primarily for fleets and livery sales ,
Signature Series, and Cartier Designer Edition. For , the Town Car line was expanded as Lincoln
introduced a Premium option package for the Signature Series, Cartier, and Signature Touring;
the Premium option package is distinguished by a glass sunroof. For , the Town Car was
redesigned to have a new look and the Executive became the base model. The Signature was
the next step up, and then the Cartier and Cartier L. Ultimate buyers could now opt for
"upgraded" leather seat trim. A touchscreen GPS navigation system radio became available for
the first time, available on the new Ultimate trim. For , the Ultimate was replaced by the
Signature Limited first introduced as an option in along with the Designer Series in Also in ,
Signature Limited models equipped with the GPS navigation system radio also came equipped
with a new THX Certified premium audio system, adding tweeter speakers in the upper corners
of the front door panels, and a more powerful amplifier, and all Town Car models could be
paired with Sirius Satellite Radio , regardless of radio option. Effectively replacing the Cartier,
the Designer Series offered a two-tone interior with Provence leather and adjustable head
restraints; the exterior was distinguished by chrome wheels and B-pillar trim. For through , the
Signature Limited became the sole trim available on the standard-wheelbase Town Car along
with the long-wheelbase Signature L; the Executive Series remained in production for fleet and
livery sales. Town Cars with the option package featured a black-painted grille, exterior chrome
delete, black wood interior fitted with perforated leather seats, and a JBL sound system. Limited
Edition In , Lincoln offered a Limited trim; having Limited badges on the C-pillar, fog lights,
heated and memory seats, as well as Arden inserts in the rims and grille. For , the Limited
offered two-tone paint schemes in addition to two-tone seats with Limited badges on the C-pillar
as well, but no fog lights. Pro Series Offered in , a special Pro-series badge was placed on the
C-pillars; having the background of a golf course. This badge was stitched onto the front seats,
in addition to having chrome 9-spoke rims and a two-tone color scheme. Continental Edition
Offered in and was the Continental Edition package; available as an option only on the
Signature Limited trim. The package added Continental badging, chrome inch wheels, and
accents to the B-pillars. On the interior, the Continental name was embroidered on the front
seats and front floor mats. The Lincoln Town Car was the first production sedan in the world to
receive US five-star crash ratings in every category. Featuring a standard V8 engine ,
body-on-frame design, rear-wheel drive and large exterior and interior dimensions, [48] the
Town Car became popular in livery and commercial service. In commercial service, the typical
Lincoln Town Car saw a life expectancy of well over , miles. This design made them durable
even in the rough conditions taxi and livery cars are subjected to, and easy and cheap to repair
when they did suffer damage. The Lincoln Town Car was popular as a stretch limousine donor
chassis; it was the most commonly used limousine and chauffeured car in the United States
and Canada. The Presidential Town Car limousine arrived in and was the state car for the entire
presidency of George H. It was succeeded by a Cadillac Fleetwood , used by his successor, Bill
Clinton. Displayed at George Bush Presidential Library. A new "L" designation was used for
extended-wheelbase Town Cars from to Also included was a two-way travel switch for the front
passenger seat base a feature shared with the extended-wheelbase Jaguar XJ. The L
designation was applied to the top-of-line Cartier â€” , Ultimate only , and Signature â€” trim
levels. Fleet buyers received it under the Executive L trim designation. For â€”02 versions, the
"L" edition is identified by a widened B-pillar , bearing the Lincoln "star" ornament; maintaining
parts commonality with the standard Town Car. The "L" editions had longer rear doors,

featuring wider versions of the fixed windows. Starting in , the Lincoln Town Car had been
available featuring ballistic protection from the factory. Only a few dealers in the US were
authorized to sell this series. The L3 was introduced in and had a wheelbase of 3, millimetres
For , the L1 was introduced and had a wheelbase of 3, millimetres During the s, in spite of
declining sales, the Town Car remained one of the highest-selling American-brand luxury
sedans. Outside of retail markets, it was the most used limousine and chauffeured car in the
United States and Canada. In , as part of The Way Forward , Ford considered ending production
of Lincoln's largest model as part of the closing of the Wixom Assembly Plant. Following the
model year, however, the Town Car was discontinued for retail sale in Canada, available
exclusively for fleet and livery customers afterward. In , the fate of all three Panther-platform
models was determined when Ford announced the closure of the St. Thomas Assembly Plant.
For the limousine and livery markets, Ford had promised availability of the Town Car through
the model year; [67] retail sales continued on a limited basis in the United States and for export.
In , Ford announced the closure of the Mercury brand at the end of the year, effectively making
the Town Car the final model line sold for retail sale produced by St. Thomas Assembly retail
sales of the Crown Victoria ended after On August 29, , the final Town Car rolled off the
assembly line, without any fanfare or announcement from Ford; [1] St. Thomas Assembly
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