1998 ford explorer starter solenoid location

A bad starter relay on your Ford vehicle will prevent the necessary electrical power from
reaching the starter motor; fail to cut off power; or keep the motor from starting at all.
Fortunately, all Ford models have a remote relay near the battery, which makes it easy and
convenient for troubleshooting. This guide will help you determine whether the starter relay on
your Ford has gone bad, using a jumper wire and a multimeter. Disable the ignition system. If
your Ford comes equipped with a distributor, unplug the ignition coil from the distributor, and
ground it to the engine with a jumper wire. If your vehicle is not equipped with a distributor, you
can remove the fuel pump relay or fuse for these tests. Have a helper turn the ignition key to
"Start. If not, make sure there is a good connection at the control circuit wire on the relay; this
is the small wire on the terminal marked with an "S. If you hear a good click, skip to Step 4.
Connect a jumper wire from the positive battery terminal to the "S" terminal on the relay. Ask
your assistant to turn the ignition key to "Start. If there is a weak or chattering click, or no
sound at all, make sure all the connections on the relay are clean and tight. The relay mounting
bracket should make good contact with the vehicle body. If all the connections are clean and
tight, yet the starter relay still does not work, then replace the relay. Check the voltage drop on
each cable connection at the starter relay. Touch the probes of a multimeter on both sides of
the same connection at the relay. The positive probe on your meter should always be on the
side of the connection leading to the positive side of the electrical current. Ask your helper to
again turn the ignition key to "Start. If you still read a high voltage drop, replace the relay.
Unplug the wire at the "S" terminal on the relay. Check the resistance between the terminal and
the relay mounting bracket using the multimeter. If there is more than 5 ohms between these
two points, clean the mounting bracket. If you still read a high resistance, replace the relay.
Check for incoming voltage at the relay "S" terminal. Connect the red probe of your multimeter
to the relay terminal and the black probe to a good ground such as a metal bracket or bolt
attached to the engine block or cylinder head. Ask your helper to turn the ignition key to "Start.
If your voltmeter still registers no voltage, replace the relay. Since Dan Ferrell has contributed
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also acts as the neutral safety switch that keeps the engine to only starting in the park and
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shifting back to park and keep slight pressure on the park lever to be sure it is in park and try
again. If your vehicle has a standard transmission, there is a clutch safety switch activated by
the clutch pedal and it may be failing. I am sorry I miss understood you earlier. There is a relay
that is also called a solenoid, it has two large posts and two smaller posts for wires, it is located
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I bypass the starter solenoid. I've replaced it twice thinking I bought a bad one the first time. But
still isn't starting. What are the symptoms? Do you hear the relay click loudly once when you
turn the ignition switch to "crank"? Did this start out as an intermittent problem? The truck
doesn't crank at all when I just turn the key, but you can hear everything else, just doesn't start,
when I bypass the solenoid it starts right up. And it happened over night, nothing leading up to
it. The steps in diagnosing this start with observing what the starter relay is doing, and you still
didn't list that. Ford uses a few different circuit configurations. Some have the solenoid on the
starter itself with a separate starter relay under the hood. Some use their old fender-mounted
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the neutral safety switch is the main suspect. Here again the engineers couldn't make up their
mind which circuit to use so there's three possibilities. Unplug that, then use a test light or
voltmeter to see if you get 12 volts on it when the ignition switch is in the "crank" position.
Thats kinda what I was thinking, that the solenoid isn't getting enough power, unfortunately I
don't own a volt meter, let's say I do get a12v reading with the red wire unplugged, where do I
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