2001 chevy blazer ignition switch

I just replaced the ignition switch in my chevy blazer and now it won't start still. It tries to start
but turns off within 2 seconds. And my battery dies. There is still a piece hanging from the
ignition switch and I'm thinkin it has somethin to do with the security system. Can someone
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Disconnect the negative terminal on the battery. Locate the battery in the engine bay or trunk of
your vehicle. Use an appropriate sized wrench to loosen the nut holding the cable on the
negative - terminal and then slide it off the post. Remove the trim around the steering wheel.
There are likely a number of plastic trim pieces between you and the ignition switch. Remove
them carefully by either popping them off of their plastic clips or removing the screws and bolts
that hold those pieces in place. In some vehicles, you may be able to replace the ignition switch
without removing the steering wheel. Refer to a vehicle specific repair manual for guidance on
how to safely remove your steering wheel from the vehicle. You can purchase vehicle specific
repair manuals at your local auto parts store. On some vehicles, you'll need a special tool called
a steering wheel puller to remove it. Release the clips on the ignition module cover. There may
be a plastic cover surrounding the ignition module in your vehicle. Set it aside someplace safe
until you need to reassemble the dash. Part 2 of The ignition switch needs to be set to the
accessory position before you can release it from the ignition module. Press the release pin
inside the hole on the ignition module with a screwdriver. Insert the screwdriver into the hole to
press down on the release pin inside. Slide the ignition switch out. With the release pin pressed,
pull the ignition switch straight out of its place beneath the steering wheel. Have your ignition
switch rebuilt if you want to keep the same keys. Some dealerships will rebuild your existing
ignition switch if you would rather not have to switch ignition keys. Rebuilding your switch can
vary in price based on the application and may not always be available. The only real benefit of
a rebuilt switch is not having to use new keys. In that case, you will need to get a new switch
from a manufacturer specific dealership that will also provide you with new ignition keys to
match. Provide the dealership with the year, make, and model of your vehicle along with the VIN
number to be sure to get the right part. Part 3 of The same release pin that stopped the switch

from coming out now needs to be pressed in so you can slide the switch into place inside the
ignition module. Just press it down with your thumb. Slide the ignition switch into its hole. The
new or rebuilt switch should slide easily back into its hole on the steering column. Align the
shape of the cylinder and the location of the release pin with the coinciding grooves in the
ignition module. Keep pressing it in until you hear the click of the release pin setting into place
inside the steering column. You may need to push in on the switch a little to make it click into
place. Reconnect the battery and test the new switch. Reconnect the cable to the negative terminal on the battery, then insert the key into the ignition and turn it to start the vehicle. Shut
the engine off if it starts and disconnect the battery again. Now that you know the new ignition
switch works, you can set about re-assembling your interior. Remove the cable from the
negative terminal on the battery for safety while you work. Put the dash back together in the
opposite order of how it came apart. Dashboards are notorious for the use of overlapping
plastic. Start by installing the last parts your removed and go backwards from there. If you find
yourself having trouble getting the pieces to fit back together properly, refer to a vehicle
specific repair manual for help. Reconnect the battery. With the dashboard completely
assembled and the new ignition switch working, reconnect the cable to the negative - terminal
on the battery and tighten it with the right sized wrench. The pins are stuck. If you spray WD
into the key hole and then push the key in and out, wiping the dirt from the key, the pins will free
up. Repeat until the key comes out fairly clean. Not Helpful 9 Helpful Replacing a switch is not
that hard. Buy a new switch, then slowly jiggle the old one out. You can use an old key, but if
you don't have that, get something small and hard. Not Helpful 10 Helpful What might happen if I
don't disconnect a battery when changing the ignition switch? Not Helpful 6 Helpful What do I
do if the ignition switch won't go all the way back in the cylinder? Unplug the gear selector in
the back. Then put in the cylinder. Make sure the key shuts off and remove it, then put back the
gear indicator cable. Not Helpful 2 Helpful 3. Yes, but keep in mind that the computer might
need to be reprogrammed, depending on the model. It's required to get a key replacement from
manufacturer. Not Helpful 1 Helpful 2. You could try spraying some WD40 down in the hole and
a bit on the key, then inserting the key and turning it again. Also, make sure your tires aren't
locked. I have an old VW buggy and the wheels lock, and you have to jiggle the key while
turning the wheel to unlock both, the switch and the wheels. Not Helpful 0 Helpful 0. How can I
tell if a failed ignition switch is causing my car to fail to start? Alexander Hollings. The most
common signs of a failed ignition switch are the car suddenly turning off while you drive, or
starting and then the key fails to stay in the "on" position. Not Helpful 2 Helpful 1. Check that all
wiring to and around the key cylinder are properly seated. Turn off the key, remove it and wait a
few minutes. Turn the key to the On position just before start and after accessory. Look at the
dashboard lights to see if the word "security" is on and flashing. If not, the car will start. If,
however, "security" is on and flashing, then the computer must be reset by disconnecting the
negative cable on the battery for about 10 minutes. Then reconnect the cable, turn the key to On
and wait about 3 minutes for the computer to reboot and then the car will start. Not Helpful 0
Helpful 3. WD40 or graphite sprayed into the lock is best. Then insert the key in and out a few
times to distribute to the lock pins. Not Helpful 2 Helpful 2. Unanswered Questions. How do I
replace the ignition barrel on a vehicle? What tool do I need to remove the panel beneath my
steering wheel so that I can replace the ignition lock cylinder? How do I replace an ignition
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commonly found on two separate generations of Chevy pickup trucks and sport utility vehicles.
The older style ignition switch on the through trucks exhibits a different list of symptoms
associated with the failed part. On the and newer Chevrolet Silverado, Suburban and Tahoe

trucks we have the same ignition switch problem that exhibits different symptoms than the
older trucks. Fortunately, I have replaced enough of these switches that I now bypass my
standard logical path of diagnosis and testing. This saves time when I can just jump in and
replace the Chevrolet truck ignition switch if the symptoms meet certain criteria. In this brief
article will cover the common symptoms associated with both distinctive models of trucks and
sport utility vehicles. In addition, we'll talk about what it takes to replace these parts and link
you to some videos so you can see the repairs in action. These parts are expensive when
purchased through the Chevrolet dealership parts department. This provides us with an
opportunity to not only save money on the parts, but also the labor. Before we jump in let's
clarify the difference between an ignition switch and the ignition lock cylinder. From the picture
above, you can clearly see that these remain two separate components. The ignition lock
cylinder is where you stick the key in. When you operate the key you operate a separate part
known as the ignition switch. The lock cylinder still remains important because it reads the
security code embedded in the ignition key. With that said, when you have problems with the
security system the security light stays on solid and the car will often start and die immediately.
When you have a problem with the ignition switch you have a bunch of other common
symptoms and complaints that we get into in the next section. The good news is if you have a
bad ignition switch you don't need to buy a new key. The Chevrolet truck ignition switch
problem on the older vehicles carries a unique set of symptoms. Drivers of these trucks and
sport utility vehicles sometimes complain about how the key operates. The spring-loaded return
function of the ignition key is built into the switch itself. Therefore, drivers complaining about
the ignition getting stuck and not returning to the run position are looking at a failed switch.
Drivers can also complain that the ignition key becomes difficult to operate. It is the
responsibility of this component to also allow current to flow to many important electronically
controlled automotive systems. Therefore, some Chevrolet truck owners complain about a
check engine light and transmission problems. More specifically, the transmission can shift
incorrectly and start out in the wrong gear due to an intermittent power supply to the
electronically controlled transmission. The way to tell this seemingly serious transmission
problem apart from an ignition switch malfunction is to immediately pull the trouble codes from
the vehicle's main computer. When you find shift solenoid trouble codes like P, P and P this
becomes an indication of failed ignition switch. On these older Chevrolet trucks you might also
set a torque converter clutch solenoid code like P and P that stands for a torque converter
clutch solenoid electrical failure. When all of these codes set together, you can bypass
diagnosis and head right for the ignition switch. If this is an original equipment component, you
almost certainly found the root cause of the problem. The symptoms of the Chevrolet truck
ignition switch problem on trucks from through are different than the ones associated with the
older trucks. These drivers often complain about flickering warning lights on the dashboard. In
addition, when the switch begins to fail they can cause an intermittent no start and even a
stalling condition. When these intermittent malfunctions occur, you almost always set a trouble
code P On GM vehicles this manufacturer specific trouble code represents a failure of the
ignition switch. Chevrolet redesigned the ignition switch for the model year Chevy Silverado,
Suburban and Tahoe sport-utility trucks. Unfortunately, this redesign did not improve the
reliability of the switch itself. However, it does make the part less expensive and easier to
replace. The main difference between the old design and the new one is the switch disconnects
from the harness. It also disengages from the ignition lock cylinder in a different way. With that
said, when you replace the switch, you must time it correctly to the position of the key. For this
reason before removing the old switch I rotate the key to the accessory position. Then when
you install the new switch you need to verify that it is also in the same accessory position
before you install the new part. This means you rotate the nylon wheel all the way to the down
position. If you fail to get the timing correct between the lock cylinder and the ignition switch
you will not be able to fully seat the new part. This is not the end of the world. It will just take
some moving of the ignition key until you find the correct position. With that said, it's easier if
you time the new switch to the same exact position as the one you removed. By selecting the
accessory position you make this task easier on yourself. Let me hit back on some of the main
points from this article. The parts are vastly different between the older trucks and the newer
ones. The older ignition switch comes with the harness and therefore requires extra effort in the
replacement procedure. Another important point to make is that if you have a security problem
replacing the ignition switch won't fix it. This requires replacement of the lock cylinder or
repairing the electrical connector that provides the security code or passkey information. You
can see a quick workaround on this YouTube video that shows you how to repair the electrical
connection instead of replacing the lock cylinder. YouTube also provides excellent videos on
how to replace the Chevrolet truck ignition switch on both the older trucks from through and the

newer trucks that are model year and newer. If you own a Chevrolet truck or SUV you should
probably read this article about how to fix the daytime running lamps. And read this one on how
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