2002 pontiac grand am coupe

The Pontiac Firebird is an American automobile that was built and produced by Pontiac from
the to model years. Designed as a pony car to compete with the Ford Mustang , it was
introduced on February 23, , simultaneous with GM's Chevrolet division platform-sharing
Camaro. The name "Firebird" was also previously used by GM for the General Motors Firebird in
the s and early s concept cars. The first generation Firebird had characteristic Coke bottle
styling shared with its cousin, the Chevrolet Camaro. Announcing a Pontiac styling trend, the
Firebird's bumpers were integrated into the design of the front end, giving it a more streamlined
look than the Camaro. Both a two-door hardtop and a convertible were offered through the
model year. Originally, the car was a "consolation prize" for Pontiac, which had desired to
produce a two-seat sports car based on its original Banshee concept car. However, GM feared
this would cut into Chevrolet Corvette sales, and gave Pontiac a piece of the " pony car " market
through sharing the F-body platform with Chevrolet. Power output of the other engines was
increased marginally. The styling difference from the to the model was the addition of
federally-mandated side marker lights : for the front of the car, the turn signals were made
larger and extended to wrap around the front edges of the car, and on the rear, the Pontiac
V-shaped Arrowhead logo was added to each side. The front door vent-windows were replaced
with a single pane of glass and Astro Ventilation, a fresh-air-inlet system. The model received a
major facelift with a new front end design but unlike the GTO, it did not have the Endura
bumper. The instrument panel and steering wheel were revised. A total of hardtops and eight
convertibles were made. Due to engineering problems that delayed the introduction of the
all-new Firebird beyond the usual fall debut, Pontiac continued production of model Firebirds
into the early months of the model year the other Pontiac models had been introduced on
September 18, By late spring of , Pontiac had deleted all model-year references on Firebird
literature and promotional materials, anticipating the extended production run of the
then-current models. Replacing the "Coke bottle" styling was a more "swoopy" body style,
while still retaining some traditional elements. The top of the rear window line going almost
straight down to the lip of the trunk lid, a look that was to epitomize F-body styling for the
longest period during the Firebird's lifetime. The new design was initially characterized by a
large B-pillar , until when the rear window was enlarged. The difference between the GTO and
Firebird engines was that the secondary carburetor's throttle linkage had a restrictor which
prevented the rear barrels from opening completely, [1] adjusting the linkage could allow full
carburetor operation resulting in identical engine performance. For the and model years, all
Firebirds equipped with radios had the antennas mounted "in-glass" in the windshield. During a
strike, the Firebird and the similar F-body Camaro were nearly dropped. Again the HO was the
only engine available for the Trans Am. Starting in , and continuing until , the Firebird was only
produced at the Norwood, Ohio , facility. That rating appeared in published model year Pontiac
literature, which had been printed prior to the "pre-production" engines "barely passing"
emissions testing, and the last minute switch to what became the production engine. The model
year production literature listed the specifications of the production engine SAE net
horsepower. In and , a special version of the , called the Super Duty SD , was offered. The SD
consisted of a strengthened cylinder block that included four-bolt main bearings and added
material in various locations for improved strength. Original plans called for a forged crankshaft
, although actual production SDs received nodular iron crankshafts with minor enhancements.
Forged rods and forged aluminum pistons were specified, as were unique high-flow cylinder
heads. The code cam identical grind to the RAIV "" cam was originally specified for the SD
engine and was fitted into the "pre-production" test cars source: former Pontiac special
projects engineer McCully , one of which was tested by both Hot Rod and Car and Driver
magazines. However, actual production cars were fitted with the milder cam and 1. This cam
and rocker combination, combined with a low compression ratio of 8. Production SD cars did
not have functional hood scoops, while the "pre-production" test cars did. This is also
consistent with the SAE net horsepower factory rating as measured at the crankshaft. Skip
McCully verified that no production SDs released to the public were fitted with the cam. When
asked about the compromises for the production SD engine, McCully responded,
"Compression, camshaft, jetting, and vacuum advance. However, that proved to be impossible
due to the emissions regulations of the era. This appeared in Super Stock and Drag Illustrated.
Pontiac offered the through the model year, but the engine could not meet tightening
restrictions on vehicle emissions. A total of 7, were produced with the engine. The models
featured a redesigned "shovel-nose" front end and new wide "slotted" taillights. A Firebird was
driven by Jim Rockford in the pilot movie and the first season â€” of The Rockford Files ; every
following season, Rockford would change to the next model year. However, in the sixth season
â€” , Rockford continued to drive the Firebird from season five, as the star, James Garner ,
disliked the model's restyled front end. The cars in the show were badged as lower-tier Esprit

models, but were Formulas with the twin-scoop hood replaced with a scoopless one. Another
hint was the twin exhausts and rear anti-roll bars that were not used on Esprit. The models
featured a new wraparound rear window with a revised roofline and the turn signals were moved
up from the valance panel to the grills which distinguished it from the previous year model. The
Super Duty engine, Muncie four-speed, and TurboHydramatic automatic were no longer
available in Due to the use of catalytic converters starting in , the THM would not fit alongside
the catalytic converter underneath the vehicle. The smaller TurboHydramatic automatic was
deemed enough. The was standard in the Trans Am and the was optional for both and models.
Pontiac celebrated its 50th anniversary year in A removable T-top developed by Hurst was
optional, but proved problematic. A slanted-front facelift occurred in Early built versions were
supplied with an off-center scoop. In addition, California and high-altitude cars received the
Olds engine, which offered a slightly higher compression ratio and a more usable torque band
than the Pontiac engines of From to , the Firebird used four square headlamps, while the
Camaro continued to retain the two round headlights that had been shared by both
second-generation designs. Changes for were slight, with a switch from a honeycomb to a
crosshatch pattern grille being the most obvious from the outside. The limited touring package
LT also included a cabin roof, door, fender and hood graphics scheme, the Trans-Am sports
handling package with HD gas shocks, modular alloy wheels, and the SE Trans-Am rear deck
spoiler with "Formula" word graphic detail. T-tops in transitioned from Hurst units to Fisher GM
in mid-year. Painted in Roman Red with a matching red interior it had a Gold pinstripe treatment
with Red Bird graphics on the b-pillars. It also utilized the Trans-Am style steering wheel and
dash except these were finished with gold spokes and a gold dash face which was unique to the
Red Bird option. The engineers also revised the compression ratio in the ci through the
installation of different cylinder heads with smaller combustion chambers Pontiac engines also
had the heads bolted to the blocks, these heads were known as the 6x-4 heads and were taken
from the Pontiac The front end was restyled for , which also marked the 10th anniversary of the
Trans Am. A limited-edition anniversary package was made available: platinum silver paint with
charcoal gray upper paint accents and mirrored t-tops, and a special interior featuring silver
leather seats with custom-embroidered Firebird emblems and aircraft-inspired red lighting for
the gauges. The 10th-anniversary cars also featured special 10th-anniversary decals, including
a Firebird hood decal that extended off of the hood and onto the front fenders. The only option
on these cars was the engine the was not certified for California, nor was cruise control
available with it , which dictated the transmission and the gear ratio 3. Car and Driver magazine
named the Trans Am with the WS6 performance package the best handling car of In Pontiac
sold , Trans Ams, the highest sold in a year. In , ever-increasing emissions restrictions led
Pontiac to drop all of its large-displacement engines. The , offered in as a credit option, was
now the standard engine. Options included a turbocharged or the Chevrolet small block. The
turbocharged used a Garrett TB turbo forcing air through a single Rochester Quadrajet 4-barrel
carburetor, which was, however, too antiquated to take full advantage of the forced air from the
turbo. Also, low-octane 87â€”90 fuels would have led to severe detonation had it not been for
the engine control unit , which led to the cars feeling not very powerful at all. Some owners have
claimed quite reasonable performance numbers with the modern fuels though. In the final year
of the second-generation Firebirds , Trans Am still used the same engines as it had in the
previous model year, with the only change being the addition of a new electronic carburetion
system. In the later second-generation cars, Norwood used lacquer-based paint there is an "L"
on the cowl tag , and Van Nuys used water-based paint there is a "W" on the cowl tag , due to
California's tightening pollution regulations. The water-based paint often failed and delaminated
during the warranty period and subsequently, cars had to be repainted. The availability and cost
of gasoline two fuel crises had occurred by this time meant the weight and the fuel
consumption of the third-generation had to be considered in the design. In F-body development,
both the third generation Firebird and Camaro were proposed as possible front-wheel drive
platforms, but the idea was scrapped. Computerized engine management was in its infancy, and
with fuel efficiency being the primary objective, it was not possible to have high horsepower
and torque numbers. They did manage to cut enough weight from the design so that
acceleration performance would be better than the models. They also succeeded in reducing
fuel consumption, offering a four-cylinder Firebird that would provide 34 miles per US gallon 6.
They created a modern platform so that when engine technology advanced, they would have a
well-balanced package with acceleration, braking, handling, and aerodynamics. The Firebird
and Camaro were completely redesigned for the model year, with the windshield slope set at 62
degrees, about three degrees steeper than anything GM had ever tried before , and for the first
time, a large, glass-dominated hatchback that required no metal structure to support it. Two
concealed pop-up headlights, a first on the F-Body cars, were the primary characteristic that

distinguished the third generation Firebird from both its Camaro sibling and its prior form a
styling characteristic carried into the fourth generation's design. Wind tunnels were used to
form the new F-Body platform's shape, and Pontiac took full advantage of it. The aerodynamic
developments extended to the finned aluminum wheels with smooth hubcaps and a functional
rear spoiler. However, any buyer ordering this option could only order the cu in 5. The
Notchback was a special fiberglass rear deck lid, replacing the long-sloped window with a short
vertical rear window, resembling the back of a Ferrari GTO. Approximately of these Notchbacks
were built in and offered for sale by Pontiac. Promotion was only in the form of a sheet in the
back of a notebook of available options. Problems with incorrect fitting of the Notchbacks to the
GTAs at the Van Nuys plant often resulted in delays of several months for buyers who wanted
this option. Pontiac had to repair them under warranty, sanding down the imperfections, and
repainting them, only to have more flaws resurface months later. Because of the poor quality
and numerous expensive warranty repairs and repainting, the Notchback was subsequently
canceled for the 20th Anniversary Turbo Trans Am, although a few were produced. The
fourth-generation Firebird amplified the aerodynamic styling initiated by the previous
generation. While the live rear axle and floorpan aft of the front seats remained largely the same,
ninety percent of the Firebird's parts were all-new. Standard manual transmissions were the T5
five-speed manual for the V6s, Borg-Warner's T56 six-speed manual for the V8s. The 4L60
four-speed automatic was optional for both in , becoming the 4L60E with built-in electronic
controls in Beginning mid-year onward, a Series II 3. From to , the sole engine for the Formula
and Trans Am was the 5. Steering wheel audio controls were included with optional uplevel
cassette or compact disc stereo systems. Beginning with model year cars, "Delco "-series
stereo systems replaced the previous Delco units. Also in , the fourth-generation convertible
was available; every Firebird and Camaro convertible featured a glass rear window with a
built-in electric defroster. The models were the same as those of previous years, but traction
control ASR: acceleration slip regulation was available for LT1 Firebirds, controlled by a switch
on the console. The steering wheels in all Firebirds were also changed; their optional built-in
audio controls were more closely grouped on each side. The "Trans Am GT" trim level was
dropped from the lineup after its model year run in For , all Trans Ams received mph
speedometers and Z-rated tires. The 'transmission perform' button was available only in the and
Formula and Trans Am. This option was stopped for the and later models, but the unused
connections remain available for and Formula and Trans Am. Firebird performance levels
improved for , with the establishment of the stronger hp 3. Optional performance enhancements
were available for each Firebird trim level; the Y87 performance packages for V6s added
mechanical features of the V8 setups, such as four-wheel disc brakes, faster-response steering,
limited-slip rear differential, and dual tailpipes. Bilstein shocks were a further option with the
package. The model year introduced standard air conditioning, daytime running lamps utilizing
the front turn signal lamps , digital odometers, and optional watt Monsoon cassette or compact
disc stereo systems to all Firebird trim levels. The WS6 "Ram Air" performance package was
now also an option for the Formula and Trans Am convertibles, although these convertibles did
not receive the inch wheel-and-tire combination. There were 41 Formula convertibles and Trans
Am convertibles produced from to with the WS6 package. In , in relation to the Camaro, the
Firebird received a mid-cycle refresh for the model year. Major changes included a new hood
and front fascia with dual intakes, retracting quad halogen headlights, circular turn signals and
fog lamps, a front license plate pocket, lower fender air vents, unified-style lower door raised
lettering for each trim level, and a new "honeycomb" rear light panel, with circular reverse
lamps. In the dashboard, "next-generation" reduced-force dual airbags became standard. As
before, the Formula and Trans Am again received a close derivative of the Corvette's 5. The
Formula convertible was no longer offered. Beginning in for models, a standard An electronic
brakeforce distribution EBD system replaced the old hydraulic proportioning valve for improved
brake performance. An enhanced sensing and diagnostic module SDM recorded vehicle speed,
engine rpm, throttle position, and brake use in the last five seconds prior to airbag deployment.
In , the WS6 performance package was available exclusively for model year Trans Am coupe
and convertible variants. For , more convenience items such as power mirrors and power
antenna became standard equipment, while cassette stereos were phased out. A total of
Firehawks were built for T-top Formula coupes and convertibles could also be optioned as
Firehawks beginning in For and , the Firehawk gained rectangular driving lights mounted inside
the front scoops and except Firehawk convertibles the Trans Am's elevated rear wing. A total of
29 LT4-powered Firehawks were produced. A 10th-anniversary Firehawk was available in ,
distinguished as a black Trans Am coupe units and convertible 16 units with gold-painted hood
stripes prototype only , gold vinyl stripes on hood and spoiler production , gold inch wheels,
and gold tailpipe tips. Trans Am GTs did not receive any special badging, graphics, or emblems,

and looked externally identical to the base Trans Am cars. Both base Trans Ams and Trans am
GTs could be ordered as a coupe, T-top, or convertible versions and were both available with
automatic or manual transmissions. Because the title is based on the VIN alone, titles and
registrations often list all of the packages, but it does not mean the car is equipped with any
certain package. It also featured white-painted, five-spoke, inch alloy wheels, and white leather
seats and door trim. This edition was available in either coupe or convertible form. An available
75th Anniversary Package incorporated a power and performance package that included power
door locks including retained accessory power, power windows including express down drivers
side, dual power sport mirrors, power antenna. There were a total of of these packages sold in ,
on the L36 Firebird, on the Formula W66 coupe, 5 on Formula Firehawks, and 2 on Trans-Ams.
The Trans Am was a specialty package for the Firebird, typically upgrading handling ,
suspension , and horsepower , as well as minor appearance modifications such as exclusive
hoods , spoilers , fog lights and wheels. Four distinct generations were produced between and
These cars were built on the F-body platform , which was also shared by the Chevrolet Camaro.
The second generation was available from to The GTA along with the Formula model that was
intended to fill the gap between the base model Firebird and mid-level Trans Am was the
brainchild of former Pontiac marketing manager Lou Wassel. It was intended to be the
"ultimate" Trans Am and was the most expensive Firebird available. The GTA equipment
package officially went on sale in and avoided a gas-guzzler tax thanks to its lightweight PW
inch gold cross-lace wheels. The high-performance WS6 suspension package was also re-tuned
to offer a more compliant ride while still maintaining tight handling characteristics. Engine
choices consisted of an L98 5. A five-speed manual was available but was mated to the 5. The
GTA trim level was available from through the model year. Beitzel and his team did most of the
TTA development work. The 3. The cars were then shipped back to PAS for final assembly,
testing, and quality control. Incidentally, the GTA chassis were selected at random, thus there is
no correlation between the VIN and production sequence number. The initial number of cars to
be produced had ranged from to 2, until GM finally settled on 1, In all, a total of 1, Turbo Trans
Ams were manufactured. One of these served as the Indianapolis pace car. From through , the
current model year Firebird was used, always finished in Copper Mist gold. For better stunt
performance, the cars were built to Formula specifications but were badged to look like the
luxury-focused Esprit. Both cars were driven by Burt Reynolds in the films. Aside from many
useful features, the car has a built-in computer that interacts with Knight with the voice by an
uncredited William Daniels. He was also an avid Firebird collector after filming the movies
Hooper and also the Smokey and the Bandit movie series. Firebirds were used in the Trans-Am
series in the s and s. When the Firebird Trans Am was released, there was controversy over the
model's inability to compete in the Trans-Am because the smallest available engine was too
large for use in the series at cubic inches 6. The name also caused controversy because it was
used without permission from the SCCA , who threatened suit. When the Trans-Am was last
seen, the model year Firebirds were in use. He used it for three seasons, winning the
championship in all three years. The Firebird body also replaced the Oldsmobile Cutlass in the
pro stock class in , forcing drivers Warren Johnson , Jerry Eckman, and Mark Pawuk to replace
their body styles for the year. None of them would win with the first year of the Firebird body,
but pro stock driver Jim Yates, a second-year driver, using the Firebird body, did. From
Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia. Car model. For other uses, see Firebird disambiguation. Motor
vehicle. Main article: Pontiac Firebird third generation. The pistons and crankshaft were of
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publications. Hot Rod Network. Retrieved Krause Publications. Hachette Magazines. NADA
Guides. Retrieved October 20, Archived from the original on May 27, Wallace Racing. Retrieved
October 21, GM Authority. Performance HotRod Business. Archived from the original on July
22, High Performance Pontiac Magazine. Archived from the original on July 21, Car and Driver.
March Retrieved October 20, â€” via Gtasourcepage. Motor Trend. June Pontiac vehicles. A
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August 30, [27]. Chevrolet Camaro fourth generation. Pony car , Muscle car. These cars came
with a H. O decal on the Shaker Hood Scoop but were not anywhere near the same engine as
the 71â€”72 H. Pontiac did this to try to boost sales, and the engine was only available with the
4-speed manual transmission. A total of were built as it was a mid-year addition. The only
difference between this engine and the previous engine is the H. It came with a 4-speed manual
transmission. A total of 7, were built this year's full production run. Pontiac ceased production
of the in V8 anniversary edition models were made, of them 5-speed. Trans Am model equipped
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Grand tourer. Mid-size crossover. Compact SUV. Compact MPV. Montana SV6. The Grand Prix is
a line of automobiles produced by the Pontiac Division of General Motors from through for
coupes and â€” for sedans. First introduced as part of Pontiac's full-size car model offering for
the model year, the marque varied repeatedly in size, luxury, and performance during its
production. Among the changes were positioning in the personal luxury car market segment
and mid-size car offering from the second generation to the fifth generation for the sedan and
from the second generation to the sixth generation from the coupe. The Grand Prix returned to a
full-size car from the sixth generation to the seventh generation for the sedan, positioned below
the larger Bonneville in Pontiac's model lineup. The Grand Prix first appeared in the Pontiac line
for the model year, as a performance-oriented replacement for the Ventura , [4] which became a
luxury trim level of the full-size Catalina It was essentially a standard Catalina coupe with
minimal outside chrome trim and a sportier interior bucket seats and a center console. Early
models were available with Pontiac performance options, including the factory-race Super Duty
powertrain installed in a handful of and cars. The first Grand Prix was a Catalina hardtop coupe
trimmed to standards similar to the larger top-line Bonneville, with a distinctive grille and
taillights. The bucket seats were upholstered in Morrokide vinyl, while nylon loop-blend
carpeting covered the floor and lower door panels. The center console-mounted transmission
shifter included a storage compartment and a tachometer. The rear bench seat included a
center fold-down armrest and a speaker grille that could be made functional with the extra-cost
Bi-Phonic rear speaker. Included were a padded instrument panel, deluxe steering wheel,
courtesy lights, and other features. For , the Grand Prix received revised sheet metal shared
with other full-size Pontiacs, but with its own squared-off roofline with a concave rear window
that contrasted with the convertible-like roofline of the Grand Prix and continued on the to
Catalina and Bonneville. Also new was a Pontiac-trademark split grille with vertical headlights
and round parking lights and "hidden" taillights. Aside from grillework, taillight covering and
bumpers, chrome trim was limited to lower rocker panels, wheel arches, and roofline. Inside, the
GP continued with luxurious interiors featuring real walnut trim on the instrument panel and
bucket seats upholstered in Morrokide vinyl. The center console was now built into the
instrument panel and featured a vacuum gauge to go along with a dash-mounted tachometer
manual transmission. Pedals received revised custom trim plates. A wide assortment of options
were available including power steering, brakes, windows, and driver's seat; air conditioning,
eight-lug aluminum wheels with integrated brake drums, Safe-T-Track differential, and other
items. The same selection of transmissions continued including the standard three-speed
manual, optional four-speed manual, or three-speed Roto Hydra-matic. The Grand Prix received
minor appearance changes from the edition. Revised upholstery trims highlighted the interior,
still featuring expanded Morrokide vinyl bucket seats and console as standard equipment. The
standard three-speed manual and optional Hydramatic transmissions were unchanged from ,
however, a new GM-built Muncie four-speed available in either a wide-ratio M or close-ratio M
options replaced the Borg-Warner T While other Pontiac coupes received the semi-fastback
rooflines shared with other GM divisions, Grand Prixs retained the exclusive squared-off
roofline with concave rear window but a bit more rounded than the version. Interiors were
revised with all-new instrument panels featuring a larger dose of walnut trim which now
extended to the center console standard with bucket seats, along with a new steering wheel
with horn bars replacing the horn ring used in previous years. The standard bucket seats could
be upholstered either in expanded Morrokide vinyl or new cloth-and-Morrokide trim. New for

was a no-cost bench seat option with a center armrest available with either upholstery choice.
New options included an automatic air conditioning system. This system, first introduced by
Cadillac in , was available in addition to the regular Circ-L-Aire Conditioning. Hazard flashers
were also optional. Engine offerings were revised for The standard three-speed and optional
four-speed manual transmissions were carried over from , however, a new three-speed Turbo
Hydramatic transmission with torque-converter that was similar in principle to Ford's
Cruise-O-Matic and Chrysler's TorqueFlite replaced the older three-speed fluid coupling Roto
Hydramatic along with the four-speed Super Hydramatic in Bonneville and Star Chief models.
The Grand Prix received only minor appearance revisions from the edition including a new more
rounded split grille and new taillight trim. Inside, a revised instrument panel included a
squared-off gauge panel and new Strato bucket seats in either Morrokide or cloth upholstery
with higher seatbacks and more contoured cushions for improved lateral support. The Strato
buckets were standard equipment along with a console, but a notchback bench seat with a
center armrest was a no-cost option. Revised sheet metal with rounded yet even more
pronounced Coke bottle styling highlighted the Grand Prix and other full-sized Pontiacs. A
convertible was new; this lasted only for the model year. Also new to the G. The louvered
taillights were similar to those found on the GTO. Strato bucket seats and console were
standard equipment with Morrokide vinyl or cloth upholstery, or a no-cost optional notchback
bench seat with either trims. Other changes included a revised instrument panel and door panel
trim. New this year was a dual master-cylinder braking system and optional front disc brakes [7]
along with Rally II wheels. Also new for was an energy-absorbing collapsible steering column.
The Grand Prix received a more pronounced"beak-nose" grille in shock-absorbent plastic and a
new front bumper. The convertible was discontinued, leaving only the hardtop coupe for This
would be the final year for the B-bodied, full-sized Grand Prix. The GP would feature a new body
using a chassis based on the smaller Pontiac A-body intermediates. Pontiac's general manager
John Z. DeLorean ordered the development of an all-new Grand Prix for the model year. It
featured new bodywork with a pronounced grille, and rode on a stretched version of the
intermediate GM A platform dubbed the G-Body. DeLorean and other Pontiac planners saw a
way to reverse the declining sales of the full-sized Grand Prix by creating a new niche in the
burgeoning personal luxury car market. Sales reached over , units, almost quadruple the 32,
full-sized models built in The similar but less luxurious Chevrolet Monte Carlo followed in Ford
and Chrysler responded by producing plusher versions of their intermediate Torino and
Charger, but both eventually created newer entries to the intermediate personal luxury car
battleâ€”the Ford Elite in and Chrysler Cordoba in The new intermediate-based Grand Prix
began to take shape in April , with a few prototype models built on the full-sized Pontiac
platform before the G-Body was ready. To save both development costs and time in much the
same manner Ford created the original Mustang using the basic chassis and drivetrain from the
compact Falcon, the revised Grand Prix would have a unique bodyshell but share the A-body
intermediate platform and mechanicals with the Tempest, Le Mans and GTO. The basic body
shell saw a major facelift in bracketed by minor detail revisions in the and model years. The
Grand Prix debuted a "Command Seat" wraparound cockpit-style instrument panel that placed
most controls and gauges within easy reach of the driver. Enhancing the interior's sporty look,
the "Strato" bucket seats were separated by a console integrated into the instrument panel that
slanted toward the driver, which included a floor shifter, storage compartment, and ashtray. A
leather trim option which also replaced nylon loop rug with cut-pile carpeting was finally offered
in addition to the Morrokide vinyl and cloth and Morrokide upholstery offerings. Innovations in
included a radio antenna embedded in the windshield, flush-mounted "pop-open" exterior door
handles, side-impact beams inside the doors, and an optional built-in electrically heated rear
window defogger. Vertical grille inserts replaced the horizontal bars of the , movement of
"Grand Prix" nameplates from the lower cowls to the rear C-pillars and the vertical chromed
louvers from the C-pillars down to the lower cowls, highlighted the Grand Prix. An automatic
transmission was offered as a no cost option. Interior trim also received minor revisions, and a
bench seat with center armrest returned as a no-cost option to the standard Strato bucket seats
and console. Bench seat-equipped cars included a steering column-mounted shifter with the
automatic transmission along with a dashboard-mounted glovebox, replacing the
console-mounted shifter and glovebox of bucket-seat cars. Power front disc brakes became
standard equipment this year. Due to the success of the Grand Prix, other GM divisions
followed suit and introduced similar cars for A total of 65, Grand Prixs were made in The Ford
Thunderbird styling change was reportedly ordered by Ford Motor president Bunkie Knudsen,
who moved from GM to Ford in after a long career at GM which included the position of general
manager for the Pontiac Motor Division from to and ordered the addition of the Grand Prix to the
model lineup. Interior revisions amounted to new trim patterns for cloth and vinyl upholstery

patterns for both the bench and bucket seats, but the leather interior option was discontinued.
Both engines received substantially lower compression ratios 8. Transmission offerings initially
were carried over from previous years, including the standard three-speed manual, or optional
four-speed stick or Turbo Hydra-Matic. However, at mid-year, Turbo Hydra-Matic automatic
became standard equipment and the manual shifters were dropped. Variable-ratio power
steering was made standard equipment as well. New power ratings were put into effect,
requiring manufacturers to post net horsepower with all accessories installed vs. This system
gave a more realistic measure of power. This delayed the production of the third generation
Grand Prix by one year in Production numbers for were lower than in with only 58, units. Minor
styling revisions included a new cross-hatch grille up front and triple cluster taillights in the
back. Inside, the burled-elm trim was replaced by a new teakwood design, and upholstery trim
patterns for vinyl and cloth selections were revised for both bucket and bench seat offerings.
Engine offerings remained the same as before with the major change being the change in power
measurements from the previous gross method on a dynamometer to the new net ratings as
installed in a vehicle with accessories and emission equipment which made the horsepower
ratings of models lower than their counterparts though actual performance did not change
much between the two years. This was the first time that Pontiac offered a radial tire option for
the entire model year. In , Pontiac announced a radial tire option for the GTO that was quickly
discontinued due to production problems. Also at mid-year, a new "Fasten Seat Belts" light with
buzzer was added per Federal safety regulation. An all-new Grand Prix was scheduled for
However, a day corporate-wide strike at GM in late that hobbled the model introduction set back
model production plans, and the new A and G-body cars planned for were delayed for
introduction by one year to the model year. Production numbers increased after two years of
decline, reaching 91, units and only second place to the model. All A-bodies , including the
Grand Prix, were redesigned for Although large V8s were still available, the performance was on
the decline due to new emissions control systems. The most notable styling feature of this
generation was the appearance of the fixed opera window, replacing the previous disappearing
rear side glass. This year's Grand Prix switched from pillarless hardtop design to a pillared
"Colonnade" hardtop with frameless door glass as did all GM intermediates in response to
proposed federal safety standards regarding roll-over protection. The rear featured a revised
boattail-like trim with square-taillights above the bumper. A new instrument panel continued the
wraparound cockpit theme of previous models with new African Crossfire Mahogany facing on
the dashboard, console, and door panels, which was "real" wood in contrast with the simulated
woodgrain material found in most car interiors during that time. The Strato bucket seats were
completely new with higher seatbacks and integrated headrests in Morrokide or cloth trims, and
optional recliners and adjustable lumbar support, with a notchback bench seat offered as a
no-cost option. Also standard were power steering and power brakes. The introduction of
radial-ply tires improved handling. GM's "A" body cars' front suspensions were based on the
Chevrolet Camaro and Pontiac Firebird during this production run. The Grand Prix received a
revised split grille with vertical bars that was entirely above the bumper. The license plate and
fuel filler were moved above the bumper and taillight lenses were revised. The interior trim
remained virtually unchanged from , with standard seating choices, including Strato bucket
seats with center console or notchback bench seat with an armrest and cloth or Morrokide
upholstery. The bucket seats were available with optional recliners and adjustable lumbar
support. The real African Crossfire Mahogany trim was replaced by a simulated material for the
instrument panel due to splintering problems on models; the "real" wood was continued on the
console and door panels for another two years. A new cut-pile carpeting replaced the nylon
loop rugs of previous years. A federally mandated interlock system required the driver and
front-seat passenger to fasten their seat belts to start the car. This system was offered only for
and on some early models. It was rescinded by Congressional action. A Turbo Hydra-Matic
transmission, variable-ratio power steering, and power brakes were standard equipment on
both models. Radial tires were also a new option on the Model J this year. Still, was the third
best-selling year to date for the Pontiac Grand Prix. A revised grille with fewer vertical bars and
revised taillight lenses marked the Grand Prix. Changes included the addition of GM's High
Energy electronic ignition and a catalytic converter that mandated the use of unleaded gasoline.
Radial tires became standard on all models. A new luxury LJ model was added as the new top
model. The base Model J remained available, as well as the SJ. The LJ included pinstriping and
a velour interior trim. The addition of the catalytic converter spelled the end of dual exhaust for
and detuning of engines. A new split vertical bar "waterfall" grille and quad rectangular
headlights in front and revised taillight lenses highlighted the Grand Prix. Features such as a
cushioned steering wheel and custom pedal trim plates became optional on Model J, but
remained standard on LJ and SJ, both of which also continued to include Strato bucket seats as

standard equipment. All models got a new simulated rosewood trim for the dash, door panels,
and console with bucket seats that replaced the African Crossfire Mahogany trim of previous
years. Leather interior trim was a new extra-cost option available with the Strato bucket seats
and LJ and SJ models. In celebration of Pontiac's 50th anniversary in , a number of special
edition Grand Prix were produced. Technically a LJ trim option, these models featured
removable Hurst T-tops, color-keyed Rally II wheels, special "Anniversary Gold" paint actually
the new Cadillac Seville's "Autumn Gold accented by a white opera roof and white side
protection. The only available interior color was Light Buckskin. Among the other distinctions
was special badging with Golden hood and trunk medallions and a Golden "arrow head" logo in
the steering wheel. Buyers could opt for other accessories available for the LJ. Many chose
sport instrumentation, sport steering wheels, or leather upholstery. Mechanically, they were
similar to the regular models. This was one of two anniversary models offered by Pontiac, the
other was a special trim Firebird. A complete reworking of the front header and bumper
highlighted the Grand Prix, which was the final year for the vintage bodyshell that was set to be
replaced by a downsized GP for The parking lamps were now positioned between the quad
headlamps same setup as a or Oldsmobile Cutlass , and the previous year's 'waterfall' grille was
replaced by a narrower one that extended into the lower portion of the bumper. Behind the
bumper were new reinforcements mounting panels made from aluminum rather than steel to
reduce weight. In back the taillights were simplified to eliminate the weighty pot metal bezels
that created the horizontal stripe effect in The original thinking on the CID engine was that the
weight savings from using a significantly lighter engine would cancel out the horsepower loss
from the smaller displacement. This turned out to be a major miscalculation and equipped cars
became much less desirable among Grand Prix enthusiasts and collectors in later years. The
also had a knocking pre-ignition problem that was later determined to be caused by the shape
of the combustion chamber. Each of those engines were Pontiac-built units as in previous
years, but offered in 49 of the 50 states. For the first time in Grand Prix history, a V8 engine was
not standard equipment. A floor-mounted three-speed manual transmission was standard
equipment with the V6 on the base model and the three-speed Turbo Hydra-Matic automatic was
optional. Standard seating choices by model included a notchback bench seat with cloth or
Morrokide vinyl in the base GP, a pillowed velour cloth notchback bench seat in the LJ, or
Strato bucket seats in cloth or Morrokide in the SJ. Viscount leather upholstery was available
with bucket seats on SJ models. A new crosshatch grille and revised taillight lenses were the
only appearance changes made to the Grand Prix. Transmissions remained the same as before
with the three-speed manual standard with the V6 engine on the base model and automatic
transmission optional. The automatic transmission was standard on LJ and SJ models and all
models when a V8 engine was ordered. The Grand Prix returned to a vertical bar grille and
featured new taillight lenses with "GP" logos. The Buick V6 and the four-barrel version of the
Pontiac V8 were carried over from the previous year as was the Chevy V8 offered in California.
A minor reskinning of the sheet metal for improved aerodynamics marked the Grand Prix along
with a new grille design and revised tail section. The Brougham models came standard with all
power options, a plush cloth interior similar to the full-sized Bonneville Brougham, and a half
roof vinyl top with coach lamps. The base and LJ models continued as before. The year was
also the last for Pontiac Motor Division to offer its own V8 engine due to an emerging GM
corporate engine policy that determined Pontiac would build only four-cylinder engines and
Buick only V6 engines, leaving Chevrolet and Oldsmobile to build V8 engines for most GM cars
and trucks, while Cadillac would produce its own aluminum-block V8 that debuted in From on,
all V8-equipped Pontiacs were equipped with Chevy or Olds engines. The Grand Prix was a
virtual rerun of the model with no appearance changes to note. No gasoline-powered V8
engines were offered this year in the U. The A-body line became front-wheel-drive, leaving the
rear-wheel-drive midsize platform as the G-body. The downsized four-door Bonneville was now
related to the Grand Prix. The automatic climate control option was also dropped in , leaving
just manual climate control on all models. Most models had a two tone interior. Front
suspension was independent with wishbones, coil springs, antiroll bars, and telescopic shocks
while the rear still had a live axle. Some minor changes and revisions marked the Grand Prix,
including the return of the octagonal Pontiac hood ornament which originally debuted in ,
gauges with orange needles and red markings previous â€” Grand Prix gauges had white
needles , a T-shaped console shifter, an updated bucket seat design, as well as a woodgrain
plate above the glove box previous â€” Grand Prixs used a black plate. A new optional
four-spoke steering wheel was also available. A new option this year was the Turbo Hydra-Matic
R four-speed overdrive automatic available with the V8 for improved highway gas mileage. For ,
Grand Prix's now included a new checkerboard grille design, as well as an optional two-tone
paint scheme with a fading body stripe. The octagonal 'GP' logo also returned to the taillights.

New rectangular digital ETR stereo system options were introduced and replaced the dial
pushbutton stereos. Options specific for the Pontiac Grand Prix include a factory rear spoiler,
rare aluminum turbo finned wheels, and a full-size spare tire. The 5. Equipment levels were
Standard, LE, and Brougham. An ad for the GP promoted the fact that its instrument panel still
used dials for gauges. It was highlighted by a question similar to one long used in
advertisements for Dial soap since the late s, "Aren't You Glad We Use Dials. Don't You Wish
Everybody Did? An updated taillight design with three sections was the only major change to
the Grand Prix. Pontiac never used the term "Aerocoupe". Since the enormous rear glass was
fixed not an opening hatch , it forced the adoption of a dramatically shortened trunk opening.
The cars were all allotted to dealers in the Southeastern United States. While the 3. This engine
was available with a three-speed or a four-speed automatic transmission. The same three
models were continued including base, LE, and Brougham. Engine offerings again included the
standard Buick 3. This would be the last year for the G-body Grand Prix, which would be
replaced by the all-new W-body version in The model year was also the last GP to feature
rear-wheel-drive, V8 engines until late , and separate body-on-frame construction. The first
front-wheel drive W-body Grand Prix coupes were built in October , and released on January 12,
, for the model year. A five-speed manual or four-speed automatic were the transmissions
offered. The LE was well equipped with power windows and door locks and a digital dashboard
with an analog tachometer. Some models of this generation have the rare feature of a split front
bench seat with a column shifter. Another unique feature only found on the Grand Prix is the
combination lock for the glove box, rather than a key. A host of changes upgraded the Grand
Prix for Air conditioning was standard, and the 2. For , the 3. A four-speed automatic was the
only transmission offered. The coupe was an SE model with body work such as hood louvers
and extra body cladding which would be the most controversial design element in the years to
come. The interior featured more equipment, and only seated four, in contrast to the LE's five
seats. The full analog gauges would become the sports cluster, and the basis for the new
instrument cluster to replace the digital cluster for In , the base model was dropped in favor of a
sedan version replacing the which ended production the next year and the Canada -only
Tempest , entering production on September 12, In contrast to that model, it trades in
all-wheel-drive for the available Turbo 3. An LE sedan was also available for , standard with a 2.
The 2. This model sported a 3. Inside, the GTP was essentially the same as the Turbo. One
notable exception was the available optional Heads Up Display only shared with the Cutlass
Supreme. The STE Turbo was replaced by a 3. The LE coupe was discontinued for Anti-lock
braking system ABS is optional on all models for , the 2. Most LE Sedans ordered for rental
fleets had full power options. A special edition only for was "Richard Petty Edition" of only
units. This was the last year of the old-style B4U bodykit. There was a special edition model with
metallic green paint, as well as gold wheels and pinstriping. It was also the last year that a
manual transmission could be ordered as an option. This was also the last year for the style of
the dashboard used â€” For , Grand Prix went through a mid-generation "facelift" inside and
out, as well as a reshuffling of the lineup. These option packages included the revised 3.
Outside, there was a new front and rear fascia and new ground effects. Inside, a new instrument
panel hosted dual airbags, much larger and easier to use controls, and seatbelts were moved to
the B-pillars rather than the doors on sedans only; coupes retained the automatic seatbelt
design. Under the hood, the 3. The Grand Prix Sedan also had a slight tail light revision using
the amber over red pattern as opposed to the red over amber in years past; however, the
coupe's tail lights remained the same. Mirrors on some models were painted in body color. For
the center console on floor shift models received a minor redesign. This was also the last year
for the BYP body cladding package. The 3. All Grand Prix coupes received a sport package with
five-spoke alloy wheels and dual exhaust. This is the last year for the fifth-generation Grand Prix
and this is the last year for the 5th generation mid-sized Grand Prix sedan. It was the first year
for the full-sized Grand Prix sedans. By , a final design was approved and show concept
developed during the latter half of This was a near-exact preview of a redesign for the Grand
Prix, due within the calendar year. Promoted for its "wide track" appearance and racy styling,
this second-generation W-body Grand Prix sold well. The first Grand Prix was built on August
12, Coupes and sedans shared similar styling, except for rear doors and quarter panels. The
base 3. The GT 3. Replacing the Chevy LQ1 3. GTP interior trim level featured a "performance
shift" button on the shifter that raised the transmission shift points. Few changes occurred this
year, except that traction control now was available with the supercharged engine. Airbags were
"depowered" to deploy with reduced force. The tire-pressure monitor was dropped. Also on
models equipped with 3. To add some excitement, Pontiac also launched a special pace car
model. This model celebrated the 40th running of the Daytona on February 15, The pace-car
replicas had special Medium Gulf Blue Metallic paint, unique "Sparkle Silver" inch torque star

aluminum wheels, custom decaling, a plaque notating the specific model number and custom
door panels. Also standard was a heads-up-display that projected the speed onto the
windshield. A total 1, were produced, of which were equipped with sunroofs. Detail changes
marked the editions of Pontiac's midsize coupe and sedan. New wheel choices were the main
visual change this year. The non-supercharged Series V6 engine gained 5 horsepower now This
was also the last year that the SE model had the optional non-supercharged V6. GT models
received a standard rear spoiler this year. The coolant overflow reservoir was relocated from
being in front of the intake box to being mounted to the passenger strut tower. The one new
option was a Bose 8-speaker audio system. The standard 3. New standard equipment included
rear child-seat anchors and an anti-theft system that disabled the starter unless the proper
ignition key was used. Only 2, were planned. The SE got revised frontal styling in the form of the
GT and GTP front bumper cover in place of the older SE-specific front fascia, standard rear
spoiler , and in-trunk emergency release; manual dual-zone climate-control replaced the
optional electronic automatic unit previously offered. This package adds the NASCAR -inspired
rear spoiler and roof fences, hood-mounted heat extractors, and polished dual-outlet exhaust
tips previously offered on the Pace Car Replica and also adds a two-tone interior, spoke chrome
wheels, and the requisite badging. Also available for were two dealer-installed "75th
Anniversary" emblems, to celebrate Pontiac's 75th anniversary, they were placed in front of the
badging on each door. A new, yet not very noticed feature for was added rear strut tower
"liners". This prevented common rust of the rear strut towers of the models. Unique elements
such as the Dark Cherry Metallic paint, 40th Anniversary badges, and Ruby Red and Graphite
interior trim with the 40th Anniversary logo embroidered on the front seats and floormats
differentiated this option package from the previous year's offering. GM Accessories also
provided performance brake pads, drilled and slotted brake rotors front and rear , a cat-back
exhaust system, and a low-restriction air filter. The SE gained standard cruise control and
dual-zone climate control, and GTs got a standard power driver's seat and CD player. This was
the last year of the two-door coupe. The SE model can be identified by a single exhaust pipe
and different rear bumper cover. OnStar was now an option on the GTP. The last Grand Prix
coupe rolled off the assembly line on July 19, and it was the last mid-sized 6th generation Grand
Prix coupe. Pontiac dropped the coupe version 2-door for and made anti-lock brakes and
traction control optional instead of standard on most of the remaining sedans. Production
ceased in February and was the last GM car to have an analog odometer. Over fires were
reported. This recall affected over , vehicles equipped with the supercharged Series II engine.
GM sent a letter to the owners of these vehicles on March 13, , instructing them not to park in
garages or carports until the problem was resolved. Some believed this recall did not fix the fire
problem, and instead the problem is likely faulty fuel rail quick disconnect o-rings. There have
been reports of fires happening after the recall has been performed. The recall for the
non-supercharged V6 was to remove the front spark plug retainer and a valve cover gasket is
not changed on non-supercharged 3. The recall covered nearly 1. This recall covers nearly 1. As
of October 27, , there is no remedy for this recall. As of May , Grand Prixs from the model years
of that were outfitted with OnStar cannot be activated due to outdated technology. OnStar's
wireless services are provided by Verizon Wireless , which switched fully to digital cellular
communications. Grand Prixs of model years to have OnStar systems that are Analog cellular
capable only. Some models may have had modules that could be upgraded to digital-ready.
Also, a spoke lightweight wheel was standard with the Comp-G package but could be
'upgraded' to the GTP optional wheel. The newly redesigned model mostly received positive
reviews from critics regarding its distinctive styling, performance, and reliability. Commencing
with this generation, the 2-door coupe version of the Grand Prix was no longer an available
body style. The Grand Prix was offered with an optional head-up display. A Pontiac Grand Prix
GT2 "Special Edition" was also offered in very limited supply, this model included special
chrome spoke wheels, heated leather seats, the Monsoon sound system, and the heads-up
display. This Special Edition has the Pontiac SE name badging on the side of the car just behind
the front wheels. The GT had the naturally aspirated 3. When the GXP debuted later in the model
year, the Competition Group was dropped, but several features were retained in a Sport
package available on the GTP for the rest of that model year. It has a shortened crankshaft, and
a host of other modifications to make it fit into a front-wheel-drive vehicle. Also, the DIC will
display G-Force maximum achieved for lateral, acceleration, and deceleration information when
the car is not moving. Cosmetically, the GXP differs from the other models with more
aggressive bodywork including a different front clip, wheel well cooling vents on the front
fenders, a different rear bumper, and twin-dual polished exhaust. For , a "Special Edition" body
package was added which came with a body-colored SPO grille, new front and rear "diffuser"
type bumpers, lower side skirts, and wheels. All General Motors 3. That model year gave it the

car's final update by adding GM badges near the front doors until the Grand Prix was pulled
from Pontiac's lineup after Also, the active displacement management capability on the 5.
Several new colors were also added for the model year. The Pontiac Grand Prix was replaced by
the G8 for the â€” model year. Production of the larger G8 , however, ended in June The Pontiac
brand was dissolved in as part of GM's Chapter 11 reorganization. Grand Prix grille, the
Parisienne Custom Sport. It was available as a hardtop coupe or convertible, and was basically
equivalent to the Chevrolet Impala Super Sport. This was followed in with the Grande
Parisienne, which featured the unique American Grand Prix front complete with hidden
headlights in , but unlike the U. The 4-door and convertible versions had the same roofline as
the standard Pontiacs while the coupe got the distinctive U. Grand Prix body styling. This model
was offered until , when the Grande Parisienne became a premium version of the Parisienne and
the U. All full-sized Canadian Pontiacs used the standard Chevrolet platform and drivetrains,
with Pontiac-styled body panels and instrument panels. The IIHS gives the Grand Prix a Good
overall score in the frontal impact test and a "Marginal" overall score for models equipped with
side curtain airbags in the side impact test. From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia. Motor
vehicle. B A G , W This section needs additional citations for verification. Please help improve
this article by adding citations to reliable sources. Unsourced material may be challenged and
removed. May Learn how and when to remove this template message. This section needs
expansion. You can help by adding to it. December Retrieved Archived from the original on May
9, Kelly Archived from the original on Popular Science. Herald Books. Iola, WI: Krause
Publications. Standard Catalog of Pontiac, Retrieved 22 January Bibcode : Natur. The Car
Connection. The Car Design Yearbook 2. Models which were exclusive to Canada. Pontiac
vehicles. A division of General Motors , â€” Aztek Sunrunner Torrent. Montana Trans Sport.
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majority of all used US imports have either been in accidents, been stolen, been flooded,
salvaged and rebuilt and shipped to Europe or are subject to open recalls. For 30 years,
CARFAX has been collecting data on US vehicles from thousands of sources and has helped
millions of used car shoppers reduce their risk of getting stuck with a vehicle that has costly
hidden problems. For more than 30 years, CARFAX has been helping millions of used car
shoppers make better purchase decisions and avoid expensive hidden problems. In addition,
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