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Statement. It is different than the anti-lock brake system, which gets its own ABS warning light.
The brake light indicates that there is a problem with the physical braking system itself. If you
are reading this article trying to figure out whether you should drive your vehicle, check the
emergency brake first. The brake light is perhaps the most important warning light of all. We do
not recommend driving with this light on at all. Doing so may lead to injury when the brakes fail.
The brake warning light indicates that your Silverado has detected that one of its major brake
components has failed, typically detected through a loss of pressure. Either the brakes need
bled, or there is a leak. Now if it is low, but not empty, adding more may provide a temporary fix.
If the brake fluid is leaking out over the brake pads and shoes, it means poor brake
performance. Just remember, it had to leak out somewhere, and that adding fluid without fixing
the problem is just a temporary solution. The leak can get worse over time and lead to brake
failure. Your brake system is divided into two circuits. These circuits cut the brake system in
two. In most vehicles this switch is located in the master cylinder. Some vehicles will now
activate the brake warning light on the dash if the actual brake lights behind it go bad. Check to
see that both of them are lighting up. If not, try replacing the bulb and see if that solves the
problem. The only way to turn the brake light off is to restore proper line pressure to both brake
circuits when the pedal is pushed. Just have it towed to a mechanic. If you mess up fixing your
engine, the vehicle does not move. Good luck diagnosing the issue. If there is anything that you
would like to add, please leave a comment below. Chevy Silverado Brake Warning Light Causes
The brake warning light indicates that your Silverado has detected that one of its major brake
components has failed, typically detected through a loss of pressure. Pressure Differential
Switch Your brake system is divided into two circuits. Check the Brake Lights Some vehicles
will now activate the brake warning light on the dash if the actual brake lights behind it go bad.
Chevy pickups have a parking brake warning light on the dashboard to let the driver know if the
parking brake is set. The parking brake pedal, at the far lower-left side of the driver, is foot
operated and has a release handle just below the bottom of the lower-left dash. The warning
light serves a dual purpose, being also tied in with the brake master cylinder warning system. If
the brake fluid is low, the light will also turn on. Shine a flashlight under the drivers dashboard,
near the top of foot pedal for the emergency brake. The emergency brake mechanism is a gear
and ratchet arrangement that locks in place when the emergency brake pedal is pushed. It is
bolted to the inside of the cab and sets very high up making it difficult to see the top of the gear.
Look near the top of the gear for a single, black wire that plugs into a small switch with a copper
contact. The contact completes the ground circuit by touching the gear when the emergency
brake is set as the pedal is depressed. Clean and adjust the contact to improve the connection if
the light is not working. Over time, the copper contact oxidizes and lightly abrading the surface
with sandpaper improves the connection. Jack Hathcoat has been a technical writer since His
work includes instruction manuals, lesson plans, technical brochures and service bulletins for
the U. Hathcoat is an accredited technical instructor through Kent State University and certified
in automotive service excellence. Step 1 Shine a flashlight under the drivers dashboard, near
the top of foot pedal for the emergency brake. Step 2 Look near the top of the gear for a single,
black wire that plugs into a small switch with a copper contact. Seven problems related to brake
light on have been reported for the Chevrolet Silverado The most recently reported issues are
listed below. Please also check out the statistics and reliability analysis of the Chevrolet
Silverado based on all problems reported for the Silverado At less than odometer miles, the dtc
coebcm motor relay circuit had a fault. The three: abs, brake and service brake now lights came
on. This procedure didn't solve the brake light problem. The system is apparently the same in to
silverado yet gm only recalled and replaced components through the model. It appears to me to
be another gm manufacturing cover up and NHTSA should be pressing gm to cover this
situation. Brakes are good to have in minnesota abs brakes even better, I paid for them, but they
were not provided by gm!. I was driving my chevy Silverado pulling a 27 foot camper to a

weekend camping destination along with my family including two young children. Upon our
arrival at the campground, I applied the brakes, the brake light came on, and my foot and brake
pedal went entirely to the floor! I had total brake failure with no warning! I believe the brakes on
my travel trailer somewhat aided in slowly bringing my truck to a stop as I pulled into our
weekend camping destination. Upon a visual inspection of the brake lines, the steel brake lines
are entirely coated with rust throughout the entire truck. The steel brake line had ruptured due
to rust which caused immediate total loss of my trucks braking system. Fortunately, we were
not driving in the hills at higher speeds while pulling my lb camper during our route to our
family camping destination. I had young children in the car, and one strapped in a car seat.
Thank god the total brake failure did not happen while going downhill with pulling the camper
through some of the very steep hills of southern indiana! Issue a recall on these dangerous
steel brake lines that are entirely rusting through? I can not afford to repair this truck and put it
back into a working safe driving condition at this time. I can only express my concerns and
hope people do not get injured or die from a total brake failure caused by g. S rusty brake lines
on automobiles similar to mine. Why can we not get g. To recall these faulty brake lines or
provide some assistance to aid with replacement cost to make these automobiles safe again?.
Stopped to get gas. As I was pulling out the lot, brakes went to the floor. Tried to pump brakes
to pressurize. I decided to pull over. As I was turning off road to investigate I heard a loud pop.
Check brake light and audible came on. Pulled over immediately only to discover brake line had
ruptured. Further investigation revealed all brake line tubings were severely corroded. Chevy
had finally made wise decision to go stainless steel for exhaust system. Puzzling why they did
not make same decision for the brake lines. Brake system is critical safety item that should
mandate highest safety measures. Not the exhaust system! I was fortunate failure did not occur
on the highway. I was able to tow the vehicle to dealer for repair. While pulling into parking stall
at the dealer, I heard another loud pop. And even though my foot was on brakes, the truck
began to accelerate. I had to put the truck in park to stop. It appear there was just enough
stopping power to get off the road. Must advise anyone who experience this not to attempt to
drive home! I was considering this option. Good thing my good sense prevailed. I was pulling a
trailer full of firewood out of a pasture and the brake pedal went to the floor and the service
brake system light came on the dash. The vehicle stopped after going about another 10 feet and
I got out and found a large amount of brake fluid on the ground under the driver's door. Looked
under the truck and found a pin hole in the brake line and brake fluid would spray out when I
pushed on the brakes. The brake lines were severely rusted and I was able to snap the brake
line in half with little pressure when I repaired it there in the field to get home. Was driving about
35mph, and went to stop at a stop sign. Brake pedal went to the floor. I had no warning that the
brakes were malfunctioning. The brake warning light went on after the brakes failed. Went under
the truck, and noticed all brake lines are corroded. In the process of calling a mechanic to fix
the lines. But went online to see if there is a recall, noticed many complaints about this problem.
Very lucky only person on road, and did not injure myself or others. The contact owns a
Chevrolet Silverado The contact stated the brake line failed as he depressed the brake pedal
and it extended to the floor. A significant amount of fluid was underneath the driver's door. The
red brake warning light illuminated stating to service brakes soon. The vehicle was towed to the
dealer who inspected the vehicle and found rust on the brake line. The dealer replaced four
brake lines on the front and one in the rear which was not under warranty. The manufacturer
was not contacted. The failure mileage was 67, While driving approximately 5 mph, the contact
applied the brakes and the brake pedal depressed to the floorboard; the service brakes light
also illuminated. The vehicle coasted to a stop and was towed to a local repair shop where the
contact was informed that the brake lines fractured due to rust and corrosion. The vehicle was
repaired. The failure mileage was approximately 53, and the current mileage was approximately
55, Car Problems. Brake Light On problem 1. Brake Light On problem 2. Brake Light On problem
3. Brake Light On problem 4. Brake Light On problem 5. Brake Light On problem 6. Brake Light
On problem 7. Other Service Brakes related problems of the Chevrolet Silverado Brake Fluid
Leak problems. Service Brakes problems. Brake Disc Caliper problems. Brakes Failed
problems. Brake Electric Antilock problems. Brake Sensor problems. Brake Abs Warning Light
problems. Brake Master Cylinder problems. Brake Disc Pads problems. Brake Antilock Wheel
Speed Sensor problems. Owners of Chevy C pickup trucks may sometimes be confronted with
an emergency brake dashboard warning light that remains on even though the brake has been
released. And when the obvious problems have been considered and ruled out, sometimes the
dashboard warning light still remains illuminated. Naturally, the first step is to consider the
obvious reasons why that dashboard warning light keeps glowing. If this malfunctions, the
warning light may glow even if the brake has been released. Check this first and rule it out as a
possible cause. Once a code is revealed, diagnosis can be fairly simple. The terminals must be

jumped for about 20 seconds before the code will begin to flash. Sometimes the first count
sequence will be short. However, subsequent flashes will be accurate. If there is more than one
failure, only the first recognized code will be retained and flashed. With this information in hand,
you should be able to either tackle the repair yourself or talk to a mechanic about making the
needed fix. Vincent Ciulla. Vincent Ciulla is a certified master automotive technician who has
diagnosed and repaired light trucks, domestic and foreign cars, and diesel engines, for more
than three decades. Updated February 16, Chevrolet brake switch problems remain a recurring
issue that's seen on both cars and trucks for the last 25 years. Here we'll cover three of the
common problems involved with Chevrolet brake light switch failures. With that said, the issue
we see most on trucks and sport utility vehicles from through is cruise control systems not
working due to switch failure. The cruise control light illuminates when the power button is
pushed. However, when the driver hits the set button the vehicle will not hold the speed. The
first reaction from these drivers is they have a problem with the cruise control system. In many
cases they actually experience a problem with the General Motors brake light switch. If you
think about it, a light tap from the brake pedal disengages the cruise instantly. In the brake light
switch failures, I've seen, the defective switch sends a signal to the cruise that the brakes are
applied. Therefore, when I tell customers they need a brake light switch they often question my
diagnosis. Their reasoning behind the resistance to purchase the switch comes from the brake
lights working fine. Here we'll dive into this Chevrolet brake switch problem and some older
ones as well. Therefore, I see a lot more Chevrolet's roll in with the cruise control issue. Let me
tell you how I first discovered and diagnosed the very first Chevrolet cruise control problem I
came across. With my prior experiences with the cheap low-quality plastic switches that GM
sometimes uses, I usually head in that direction. Nevertheless, I expected to see the brake lights
stuck on all the time. Since they weren't I decided to go for a road test and try to engage the
cruise control. When I hit the power button on the steering wheel controls the amber power light
came on. This fact speaks volumes about what's not wrong with the system. Including fuses,
wiring and switch problems. If the power light comes on then all this stuff remains good. When I
set the cruise for 50 miles per hour the vehicle made no attempt to hold that speed. Still
suspecting the brake light switch, because of my previous experience, I decided to try a little
trick. I took the topside of my foot and put it underneath the brake pedal and pulled up while
driving on a road with no traffic. While I pulled up on the brake switch I hit the set button and lo
and behold the cruise set. It held the speed until I removed my foot from underneath the brake
pedal. At that point the cruise control thought I hit the brakes even though my foot was off the
pedal. I stopped my diagnosis and purchased a replacement switch and I haven't seen the
customer since. I know a lot of drivers with Chevrolet trucks from through just decided to live
without the cruise control when it stopped working. Unfortunately, avoiding the problem only
lasts so long before other symptoms begin to develop. Other on-board computer operated
automotive systems depend on the brake light switch input. The ABS brake system is one of
those systems. Therefore, drivers that ignore the cruise control not working, might find that the
ABS light comes on. The interesting part about this is the ABS system remains tied in with other
complex driving features. As an example, drivers might receive a message, warning that the
stability track needs service. Stability track operates using the ABS system so these problems
are directly related. The same rule applies to the traction control warning lamp. Finally, all
vehicles require you to apply the brake before it lets you shift out of park. If the switch fails
completely it stops operating the park brake interlock release mechanism. This means you can't
shift out of park easily. Sometimes the switch provides an intermittent signal to the release
mechanism. Drivers in this situation, report it becomes increasingly difficult to shift the vehicle
out of the park position. All of these above issues point back to Chevrolet brake switch
problems. Despite the importance of brake lights, General Motors has had issues with this
simple on off switch over the years. The first problem I remember applied to W body
automobiles built by General Motors in the early 90s. These vehicles enjoyed a reliable switch
that General Motors used for years. What we didn't realize is the bracket and the adjustment
device installed on the brake pedal bracket changed. When the factory installed the brake light
switch on the assembly line, they actually pushed it in a couple of clicks too far. This meant the
brake lights work just fine and nobody knew an issue existed. However, as these cars turned
one or two years old they started to develop premature brake wear. It turns out the brake switch
actually pushes down on the brake pedal slightly. Unbeknownst to the drivers they were
actually driving around with the brakes slightly applied. General Motors issued a technical
service bulletin for the first brake job performed on W body cars. The instructions remained
simple. Grab the brake pedal and pull up on it too set the brake switch in its proper position.
Almost every car I performed this procedure on would push the brake switch back about three
or four clicks. This solved the premature brake wear problem. These trucks came with a

different style brake switch than the previous generations of Chevrolet cars and trucks. On the
assembly line the switch installed quickly with one bolt and an adjustment came with the pulling
of a metal tab and then ratcheting the brake pedal. As these trucks aged they started coming in
with the brake lights stuck on. Bear in mind this includes an overwhelming amount of vehicles.
This also covered trucks from to When the truck came in with the brake lights stuck on the
technician could grab that same metal tab and do the same adjustment as performed on the
assembly line. This repair lasted for a few months and then the driver would return with the
same problem. General Motors identified an issue that allowed the brake switch to become out
of adjustment under normal operation. The General issued a new design switch and we fixed
the problem for good. If I remember correctly, they either had a special policy or a recall on the
brake light switch for the CK trucks falling in the fourth generation build years. As I mentioned
in the opening section if you're cruise control light comes on and the system refuses to set I
would just go ahead and replace the brake light switch. I believe in applying strategy based
automotive electrical diagnosis and confirming failed parts. However, I have replaced too many
cheap plastic switches on Chevrolet trucks and sport utility vehicles to second-guess this
diagnosis. With the low cost of the replacement part and the ease of installation it does make a
lot of sense to just go ahead and give it a try. Especially, if you buy the part from Amazon or an
online retailer that accepts returns. When the switches are purchased locally, they often have a
no return policy. This applies to many automotive electrical devices. Retailers can tell when you
plug the switches in and resist to offer a return or exchange. Take a look at this video if you're
interested in seeing how to replace a Chevrolet brake light switch. If this guy can shoot this
video and fix the Chevrolet brake switch problems with one hand, I bet you can do it to. As an
Amazon Associate I earn from qualifying purchases. The search results open in a convenient
overlay. However, the pages from This Website are listed below 4 ads at the top. Common
Chevrolet brake switch problems cause issues with the cruise control. The cruise control light
comes on but the system will not set or hold speed. Review the common causes of the reduced
engine power warning message. The possible car repairs range from a loose ground to failure
of the TPS and throttle actuator assembly. Review 5 maintenance items your car needs at k
miles. An important list for those with high mileage cars and an unknown maintenance history.
Read More. Old Style Brake Light Switch. Recent Articles. Our mobile mechanics offer services
7 days a week. Upfront and transparent pricing. Our certified mobile mechanics can come to
your home or office 7 days a week between 7 AM and 9 PM. The brake light switch is a
mechanical switch activated when you press the brake pedal. The switch has a plunger in it that
contacts a lever in the brake pedal assembly. As that plunger is depressed when you push on
the brake pedal, the contacts in the brake light switch closed and voltage flows to the brake
lights â€” turning them on. The brake light switch is also in the circuit that controls the cruise
control disengagement and the shift interlock safety feature installed on all newer cars. Failure
of the brake light switch occurs due to wear on the internal electrical contacts in the switch,
poor switch terminal connections, maladjustment of the switch, or damage to the brake pedal
assembly. Should the brake light switch have failed, it is unsafe to drive the vehicle because
drivers behind you will have no indication that you are slowing, intend to slow, or are stopped.
Always address a failure of this type promptly to ensure your safety while driving. Estimate
price near me. Service Location. YourMechanic Benefits Online Booking. Mechanic comes to
you. Free 50 point safety inspection. See availability. When to consider replacing the brake light
switch? No brake lights. If depressing the brake pedal does not cause any of the brake lights to
illuminate, the continuity of the switch will be tested. If only one brake light is out, then the
issue is not the switch but rather the bulb, bulb socket or brake light circuit integrity. Unable to
shift out of park. The brake light switch is also wired into the shift interlock mechanism. If you
are unable to shift out of park, with your foot on the brake, check to see if the brake lights will
illuminate as you push the pedal. If they do not illuminate, failure of the brake light switch may
be the cause of the no shift. Intermittent operation of the brake lights or late operation. The
brake light switch has to be in the proper position, and work consistently if the brake lights are
to come on the instant you press the brake pedal. The switch can sometimes require
adjustment, or the contacts may degrade, causing inconsistent operation of the switch. How do
mechanics replace the brake light switch? The switch is first tested using a multimeter,
including the terminal contacts to the switch, to determine if it is faulty. If the switch is
functioning, the entire circuit must be tested to determine the cause of no brake lights. Should
the switch be judged defective, the switch is unthreaded from the mounting boss near the brake
pedal assembly. The new switch is threaded in and locked with an appropriate locknut once the
new switch is properly adjusted. The operation of the switch is tested to ensure instant
illumination of the brake lights upon pressing the brake pedal. Is it safe to drive with a brake
light switch problem? When replacing the brake light switch keep in mind: The mechanic will

test the brake light switch directly to ensure that the issue is not elsewhere in the brake light
circuit. Occasionally, the issue is a maladjusted switch or a loose contact, and the mechanic
can resolve the problem without switch replacement. Yourmechanic was featured in. Popular
Chevrolet Jobs. Auto service in Your City. Meet some of our expert Chevrolet mechanics Real
customer reviews from Chevrolet owners like you. Excellent Rating. Rating Summary. How can
we help? Read FAQ. Service type Brake Light Switch Replacement. Terminal Type: 6 Blade Male
Terminals. Looking to maintain the top condition of your electrical system? We are ready to
help you! Designed to deliver trouble-free, consistent performance Right for your vehicle and
lifestyle. With Lever. Terminal Type: 14 Blade Male Terminal Type: 6 Terminals. We are Just
choose from their immense selection of premium A necessary replacement item for passing
state inspection Plug-and-Play for easy installation. Easy to install Direct replacement for a
proper fit. Replace your worn-out or faulty component with this quality replacement from WVE.
This product is designed and tested to ensure the ultimate in durability and Excellent
replacement for your worn-out factory part Designed to keep your vehicle running reliably mile
after mile. Terminal Type: 14 Pin Male Terminals. Premium parts you can rely on Designed to
restore functionality. Just choose from their immense This product is designed and tested to
ensure the ultimate in durability and functionality. Made to Made from the finest Made utilizing
the finest materials and equipment Engineered to restore your vehicle to its pristine condition.
Headlight, Dimmer. Just choose from our immense selection of Made to deliver trouble-free
operation for years ahead Manufactured with cutting-edge technology. Looking to maintain the
top They are ready to help you! Just choose from their immense selection of premium
replacement electrical parts manufactured to High quality at an affordable price Expertly made
from premium materials. Finish: Black. Just choose from their immense selection of Engineered
from high-quality materials for a long service life Comes with all essential installation hardware.
Without Harness. Terminal Type: 2 Female Terminals. Size: 58mm. M16 x 1. Terminal Type:
Disconnect Terminals. Durably designed for a long service life Also suitable for a broad range
of industrial and commercial uses. When choosing a parts supplier, choose the name that
means quality, Original Equipment Reproduction. Each product is designed and manufactured
to duplicate the original part as closely as possible. Most OER Factory original quality for less
Direct fit replacement. Closing pressure psi. Just choose from Current: 20A. Housing Material:
Plastic. Packaging Type: Card. Pole Type: Single. Quantity: 1. Switch Actuation Type: Push
Different switches available to support a range of amperages Also suitable for a broad variety of
industrial and commercial uses. Chevy Silverado 5. Electronic Flasher. GM sytle floor mounted
dimmer switch. Just choose from their immense selection of premium replacement electrical
parts Just choose from our immense selection of premium replacement electrical parts
manufactured to strict quality Perfect solution for racing or performance applications Made to
provide unmatched efficiency. Designed to help restore the performance of your electrical
system Made from high-grade materials using the latest techniques. What can be more fun and
rewarding than boating on the open waters? This is an excellent solution for your boating
needs. This product is great for use in all marine applications. It will satisfy the This product is
designed and tested to ensure the ultimate in This product is designed and tested to ensure the
ultimate This product is designed and tested to ensure the Quantity: 1 per Pack. Overall Length
of 58mm. This was the easiest job on a vehicle ever. From start to finish was about 10 minutes.
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