2003 silverado ignition switch

Putting the key in the ignition switch and starting the car feels like second nature. However, if
your car has ignition switch problems , you may not be able to start the car at all. Ignition switch
problems can also cause issues on the road, such as unexpected shutdowns or electrical
problems. Here's how to fix several common issues. The average car key only has a few
hundred thousand combinations. Of course, if you access the car itself with your key, you likely
won't be able to turn on the ignition because of all those extra tumblers. This has really
happened, much to the chagrin of car owners and inadvertent felons. The ignition cylinder is
mechanically connected to the steering wheel lock, so a potential thief cannot steer the car
without the key. If you turn off the engine with the steering wheel turned or turn the steering
wheel after turning off the engine, the steering wheel lock can bind and prevent you from
turning the ignition. How To Fix It: Fortunately, this is an easy fix. Just turn the wheel back and
forth until the ignition cylinder is freed. You may insert and remove the ignition key thousands
of times every year, wearing the key and tumblers ever-so-slightly every time. Heavy keychains
can add more stress to the ignition cylinder, increasing wear. After a while, the key may fall out
of the cylinder or be unable to turn out of the lock position. How To Fix It: The best way to do
this is to get a new lockset, with new keys and a new cylinder. You might consider getting a
matched lockset that includes the door and trunk cylinders. The ignition switch itself is
connected to the ignition cylinder by a shaft or lever. Inside the ignition switch, several contacts
connect vital electrical systems needed to start and run the car. These generalizations, depend
significantly on year, make, and model. Worn ignition switch contacts, temperature problems, or
broken springs can all cause the ignition switch to fail, preventing you from starting your car.
On the road, poor ignition switch contacts could shut the engine off while driving, which could
be dangerous. How To Fix It: After ensuring the rest of the electrical system is intact, such as
fuses, relays, and circuits, replace the ignition switch. Modern cars with immobilizers use
transponder keys to enable or disable engine starting or running. The chip in the key transmits
a specific code, of which there are millions. If this code matches the ones programmed into the
vehicle, engine starting is enabled. An incorrect key code, such as from an unprogrammed key
or damaged key, would prevent engine starting. Electrical problems, such as broken
immobilizer antenna wiring, which usually encircles the ignition cylinder, can prevent the
engine immobilizer from reading transponder codes. Finally, some keys have battery-amplified
transponders, so a dead battery might prevent the codes from being read. How To Fix It: For
amplified transponders, replace the battery. Otherwise, you may need to have a professional
make sure all keys are programmed to your immobilizer and that the system is electrically
sound. Benjamin Jerew. Benjamin Jerew is an ASE-certified Master Automobile Technician with
over a decade of experience in auto repair, maintenance, and diagnosis. Updated August 14,
The Chevrolet truck ignition switch problem is commonly found on two separate generations of
Chevy pickup trucks and sport utility vehicles. The older style ignition switch on the through
trucks exhibits a different list of symptoms associated with the failed part. On the and newer
Chevrolet Silverado, Suburban and Tahoe trucks we have the same ignition switch problem that
exhibits different symptoms than the older trucks. Fortunately, I have replaced enough of these
switches that I now bypass my standard logical path of diagnosis and testing. This saves time
when I can just jump in and replace the Chevrolet truck ignition switch if the symptoms meet
certain criteria. In this brief article will cover the common symptoms associated with both
distinctive models of trucks and sport utility vehicles. In addition, we'll talk about what it takes
to replace these parts and link you to some videos so you can see the repairs in action. These
parts are expensive when purchased through the Chevrolet dealership parts department. This
provides us with an opportunity to not only save money on the parts, but also the labor. Before
we jump in let's clarify the difference between an ignition switch and the ignition lock cylinder.
From the picture above, you can clearly see that these remain two separate components. The
ignition lock cylinder is where you stick the key in. When you operate the key you operate a
separate part known as the ignition switch. The lock cylinder still remains important because it
reads the security code embedded in the ignition key. With that said, when you have problems
with the security system the security light stays on solid and the car will often start and die
immediately. When you have a problem with the ignition switch you have a bunch of other
common symptoms and complaints that we get into in the next section. The good news is if you
have a bad ignition switch you don't need to buy a new key. The Chevrolet truck ignition switch
problem on the older vehicles carries a unique set of symptoms. Drivers of these trucks and
sport utility vehicles sometimes complain about how the key operates. The spring-loaded return
function of the ignition key is built into the switch itself. Therefore, drivers complaining about
the ignition getting stuck and not returning to the run position are looking at a failed switch.
Drivers can also complain that the ignition key becomes difficult to operate. It is the
responsibility of this component to also allow current to flow to many important electronically

controlled automotive systems. Therefore, some Chevrolet truck owners complain about a
check engine light and transmission problems. More specifically, the transmission can shift
incorrectly and start out in the wrong gear due to an intermittent power supply to the
electronically controlled transmission. The way to tell this seemingly serious transmission
problem apart from an ignition switch malfunction is to immediately pull the trouble codes from
the vehicle's main computer. When you find shift solenoid trouble codes like P, P and P this
becomes an indication of failed ignition switch. On these older Chevrolet trucks you might also
set a torque converter clutch solenoid code like P and P that stands for a torque converter
clutch solenoid electrical failure. When all of these codes set together, you can bypass
diagnosis and head right for the ignition switch. If this is an original equipment component, you
almost certainly found the root cause of the problem. The symptoms of the Chevrolet truck
ignition switch problem on trucks from through are different than the ones associated with the
older trucks. These drivers often complain about flickering warning lights on the dashboard. In
addition, when the switch begins to fail they can cause an intermittent no start and even a
stalling condition. When these intermittent malfunctions occur, you almost always set a trouble
code P On GM vehicles this manufacturer specific trouble code represents a failure of the
ignition switch. Chevrolet redesigned the ignition switch for the model year Chevy Silverado,
Suburban and Tahoe sport-utility trucks. Unfortunately, this redesign did not improve the
reliability of the switch itself. However, it does make the part less expensive and easier to
replace. The main difference between the old design and the new one is the switch disconnects
from the harness. It also disengages from the ignition lock cylinder in a different way. With that
said, when you replace the switch, you must time it correctly to the position of the key. For this
reason before removing the old switch I rotate the key to the accessory position. Then when
you install the new switch you need to verify that it is also in the same accessory position
before you install the new part. This means you rotate the nylon wheel all the way to the down
position. If you fail to get the timing correct between the lock cylinder and the ignition switch
you will not be able to fully seat the new part. This is not the end of the world. It will just take
some moving of the ignition key until you find the correct position. With that said, it's easier if
you time the new switch to the same exact position as the one you removed. By selecting the
accessory position you make this task easier on yourself. Let me hit back on some of the main
points from this article. The parts are vastly different between the older trucks and the newer
ones. The older ignition switch comes with the harness and therefore requires extra effort in the
replacement procedure. Another important point to make is that if you have a security problem
replacing the ignition switch won't fix it. This requires replacement of the lock cylinder or
repairing the electrical connector that provides the security code or passkey information. You
can see a quick workaround on this YouTube video that shows you how to repair the electrical
connection instead of replacing the lock cylinder. YouTube also provides excellent videos on
how to replace the Chevrolet truck ignition switch on both the older trucks from through and the
newer trucks that are model year and newer. If you own a Chevrolet truck or SUV you should
probably read this article about how to fix the daytime running lamps. And read this one on how
to fix other intermittent Chevy truck electrical problems. Also stop by the homepage to see what
else we cover. As an Amazon Associate I earn from qualifying purchases. The search results
open in a convenient overlay. However, the pages from This Website are listed below 4 ads at
the top. Common Chevrolet brake switch problems cause issues with the cruise control. The
cruise control light comes on but the system will not set or hold speed. Review the common
causes of the reduced engine power warning message. The possible car repairs range from a
loose ground to failure of the TPS and throttle actuator assembly. Review 5 maintenance items
your car needs at k miles. An important list for those with high mileage cars and an unknown
maintenance history. Read More. Recent Articles. Randomly about ten times a year my truck will
turn over and act like it's starting up I also noticed that the dashboard gauges jump around from
time to time and the anti theft can come on for absolutely no reason I've done a few of the
normal repairs like change fuel filter, pump, etc. This did not help. Now I'm considering that
either a ground wire is either intermittently touching ground or not touching its ground and
causing this issue to happen. Ha Ha! Eventually I'll sell this lemon and buy a truck from Japan.
We have the same problem with Chevy pickup, intermittent starting problems as many owners
of these trucks do. The dealers tell us they have never heard of this problem yea, right and can't
diagnose unless truck is not starting when you bring it to the dealer. The problem with this is by
the time it's towed to the dealer its starting again. I think it's in the anti theft but have no proof of
this. Truck will start fine most of the time and then you turn the key on and nothing, We have
had some luck just waiting a few minutes before attempting to start again, If that doesn't work
we will jump start it, if that doesn't work we turn on and off lights, blinkers, stereo put truck in
neutral back to park just to try to jolt what ever the problem is. On rare occasion we can't get it

to start at all. I realize what I'm writing here is already written all over the internet by frustrated
owners of these trucks, Chevy should do something about this problem, until then I will not buy
another Chevy. I purchased this vehicle from a dealer on March 1, On March 10 is when all the
problems started, I only had the truck 8 days. One morning I was going to work and the truck
would not start up and there was only dash lights, head lights, and radio, but no ignition. I had it
towed to dealer and was told it had a bad ignition switch and dead cell in battery. Picked it up
on Saturday and Tuesday had same problem, won't start, towed back in, no idea what is wrong,
then said it was the harness had a short. Pick it back up and it ran 1 week and problem is back,
won't start, they told me to hit the starter still nothing. Towed back in and they sent it to a Chev.
A week and half later pick it up. It ran for 1 week and was driving home from work and was
traveling 60mph on the high way when the the anti-thief light pops on an the truck shuts off,
came really close in getting hit. Now they have the truck and still don't know what is wrong. I am
paying the note on a truck I don't have. While driving ac will cut off,truck drops down to 1st gear
and stays there,abs,parking,airbag,alarm lights turn on and stay on. Once truck is turned off it
will not restart right away. Have checked starter relay,cleaned wire connections, battery is good.
Just share your beef with others and hope that they had the same problem and share the fix
with you. What else can one do? I have had a series of electrical problems with this truck; 1. AC
would only work intermittently 2. The radio would turn on, change stations, etc. The keyless
entry works intermittently 4. The blower works on high only, and last but not least 5. Every once
in a while maybe twice a week I turn the key and nothing happens. I shut if off and wait about 1
minute and then it starts. Several years ago I took in to a shop and they told me that the battery
was no good and the low voltage would cause problems with the computer. So after replacing
the battery and rebooting the computer everything was fine for about 2 years and then "things"
starting happening again. So, now I reboot the system myself and it seems to cure the ills for
several months. Intermittent starting problems are a bitch! I've taking this piece of crap to the
shop for this stupid starting problem and never a result. I've been towed numerous times.
Stranded atleast fifteen times. I really just want to fix this problem. I dont understand that
nobody knows the solution. I bought mine new in Dec It started with intermittent "NO start"
problems along with a host of other electrical problems around 16, miles. Once I thought I fixed
the problem while beating on the steering column, however it turned out to just be a
coincidence, as I had also rolled the truck down hill into the sunlight heating from sun
increased cab temperature. The problem usually only occurs during winter months when temps
drop quickly with high humidity. Vehicle has been to the dealer in excess of 15 times. It has
been towed 4 times, twice from remote locations, immediately following a cold front with heavy
precipitation and temps below 30 degrees. To date the dealer has only duplicated the failure
condition "NO START" on one occasion and they immediately pulled it into the garage.
Dealerships always have the vehicle towed into a nice warm garage and it usually starts after it
is unloaded from the tow truck. I've personnaly bought and replaced the starting relay twice
easily accessible under the hood , no fix! I've met one other person with this problem and he
simply got rid of the truck after a side impact that basically totaled the vehicle. Chevrolet's
outstanding technicians more than 10 have offered no help and they seem cluless about the
concept of duplicating failures which are obviously associated with outside environmental
temperatures. When I recommended they remove parts for troubleshooting and place them in a
freezer they asked me why I would do something like that! I need to know what to do. My
Silverado has issues starting sometimes. If I hit the steering column it will sometimes start. My
silverado has left me stranded numerous times with this intermittent starting bullsh! The truck
starts majority of the time however sometimes I go to start the engine and nothing!! All
electrical comes on but no start. I really hate this truck because it has given me so many
problems amazingly right after the warranty was up not even after month. The power steering
has gone out twice. My gauge assembly is all out of whack. My AC just went out on me and its
hot as hell on Guam. I've taken the truck in to numerous shops and they all tell me the same
thing "the truck seems to be fine". I am sick of this piece a crap! All I want is a car that will start
on my terms and not when ever it wants to. Please if anyone knows my fix, let me know. I'm not
sure what is causing the truck not to crank sometimes. I have had the battery checked and it
seems to be fine. Someone help!!! If you have a for-profit service, contact us. Most Common
Solutions: not sure 10 reports reboot the computer by disconnecting the negative 1 reports
replaced orginal starter with a good one from napa 1 reports. Find something helpful? Spread
the word. Share on Facebook Retweet this page Email this page. Helpful websites No one has
added a helpful site for this Silverado problem yet. Be the first! Find a good Chevrolet mechanic
Read reviews of repair shops in your area. Enter your zip code: A free service from CarTalk.
Send Comment Add Complaint. Search CarComplaints. Not what you are looking for? Search
for something else:. Nice solid and audible clicks of stages in switch. Had an aftermarket switch
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reference to this type of incident. The way to tell this seemingly serious transmission problem
apart from an ignition switch malfunction is to immediately pull the trouble codes from the
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