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The Ford Focus is a compact car C-segment in Europe manufactured by the Ford Motor
Company and created under Alexander Trotman 's Ford plan, which aimed to globalize model
development and sell one compact vehicle worldwide. Ford of Europe introduced the Focus in
to the European market as a replacement for the Ford Escort. The decision to name the new car
the "Ford Focus" was made in early , as Ford's senior management had been planning to keep
the "Escort" nameplate for its new generation of small family cars. A last-minute problem arose
in July when a Cologne court, responding to a case brought by the publisher Burda , ordered
Ford to avoid the name "Focus" for the cars in the German market since the name was already
taken by one of its magazines Focus. Ford of North America began marketing the Focus in
September for the model year, with some changes from the European version. The car was
launched as a three-door hatchback , four-door sedan, and five-door wagon ; a five-door
hatchback debuted in It came with a 2. This original Focus RS was only available in Europe with
a limited run of cars being built; just under half of these were sold in the UK. For decades, in the
U. The second generation Focus was launched at the Paris Motor Show on September 25, as a
three and five-door hatchback and an estate, although the new car was previewed, [9] in 4-door
sedan form, as the "Focus Concept" developed by Ford Europe at the Beijing Motor Show in
mid The basic suspension design, which contributed much to the Mk 1's success, was carried
over largely unchanged from its predecessor. Along with a 10 percent stiffer bodyshell,
according to Ford this offers a better ride, but critics claimed the car lacked the precise and
poised handling of the Mk 1. The same body styles as the Mk 1 Focus were offered, though the
sedan did not appear until mid As a result, the interior and boot space have increased. New
technologies include a KeyFree system, a solar-reflect windshield, adaptive front lighting,
Bluetooth hands-free phones and voice control for audio, telephone, and climate control
systems. Stylistically, the Mk 2 features the same design language found in the Mondeo and
Fiesta. Although still recognisable as a Focus, the new car uses styling features from the
abandoned B-Proposal for the original Focus which never reached production. In , Ford
released a MK. Major changes included a new bonnet with more creases, the removal of all
mouldings along the doors and sides, new sculpted pull back headlights, and the big
trapezoidal lower grille. In , the new Focus RS was launched, with a modified version of the 2.
For the North American market, development followed a separate path. Since debuting at the
North American International Auto Show , the restyled â€” generation was available as a
two-door coupe and four-door sedan ; the hatchbacks and wagon were discontinued. Also
included in the redesign was a support beam behind the dashboard for extra structural rigidity.
Though informally considered as the second generation, it was never officially referred to as
such by Ford since its platform was the same as the first generation. For the third generation,
Ford reunited both international and North American models by releasing the international Mk3
worldwide. The previous North American version was discontinued, and the new model was
launched simultaneously in North America and Europe in early , both having started production
late in In designing the Ford Focus, a group of young designers used what's called the Third
Age Suit in order to simulate the physical limitations of an elderly person. The suit, which
restricts the wearer's movements, allowed for insights that were implemented into the car's
design. The car shown was a five-door hatchback model, also debuting a new 2. A five-door
station wagon was also made available at launch. This new generation of Focus incorporates a
redesigned cabin with new materials and new entertainment technologies. A significant amount
of the new models of the first year experiences problems with rust underneath the front bonnet,
partly due to issues with the seam sealer used between the structural part of the bonnet and the
skin, which allowed water to seep in and create corrosion similarly to other Ford models of the
period. Other issues included rust developing on the trunk lid of the hatchback model due to
vibrations of a plastic insert creating friction and wearing out the paint on the metal skin of the
lid. Later models included a relocated park brake lever, redesigned adjustable front head rest
and a redesigned accessory 12v plug that is more ergonomic. Ford previewed the third
generation facelifted model at the Geneva Motor Show. The ST and RS models, the latter of
which features an upgraded version of the 2. The RS now has all-wheel drive. The new model
year update Focus range will be offered with a 1. A revised 2. On April 10, , Ford unveiled the
European and Asian-market versions of the fourth-generation Focus, to mark the brand's 20th
anniversary. As in the previous generation, the model is available with sedan, hatchback and
estate bodystyles. The exterior features a sportier design, while Ford described its interior as
being simpler. The company also emphasized technology featured in the new model, including
the Sync 3 infotainment system, FordPass Connect, and the CoPilot driver assistance suite. A
crossover SUV trim level known as the Active is available with the hatchback and estate
bodystyles. The car also has a Vignale luxury trim level. In April , Ford announced that all
passenger vehicles but the Mustang would be discontinued in the North American market, in

order to focus on trucks and SUVs. The Focus Active was intended to be the only version of the
model available in the market, [17] but Ford cancelled these plans in August over tariffs
imposed by the U. Ford no longer sells the Focus in Russia, Belarus and Kazakhstan due to a
broader reorganization of their European branch. In April , Ford confirmed there are no plans for
a fourth generation Focus RS model due to pan-European emissions standards and high
development costs. It was immediately on the pace, setting many fastest stage times, but an
illegal water pump meant that the two cars were excluded from that event. The team
successfully defended the manufacturers' title in the season. All the rally cars are built,
prepared, and run for Ford by M-Sport , the motorsport team based in Cockermouth , Cumbria in
Northern England. The team is managed by Malcolm Wilson , a well known former British rally
driver. During its second season, the car ran on liquefied petroleum gas , taking the first BTCC
win for a car powered by this fuel at Brands Hatch. Both cars had engines built to the Next
Generation Touring Car engine rules. Motorbase continues to compete with the Ford Focus ST.
The best result is 6th place by Nash in the Race of Morocco. They secured the Class T driver's
titles in and The Focus that raced in the Bathurst 12 Hour was powered by a 5. Only models sold
in Continental Europe and the British Isles are shown, overseas territories often have different
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The alternator on your Ford is an electrical generator that recharges the battery while the car is
on to power the ignition and electrical systems. When the alternator fails, the vehicle will shut
off because the ignition system ceases to obtain a sufficient amount of electrical current to
keep the engine running. But there could be another issue causing the problem you are
encountering. So instead of replacing the alternator before knowing if it's actually bad, try
diagnosing it with an electrical multimeter. Place the dial of the digital multimeter on the DC
volts setting; the alternator puts out electricity in direct current as opposed to alternating
current. Touch the negative lead of the multimeter on the negative terminal of the battery or to
any engine ground that you can find. A ground is simply a metal component on the car that is
used as an electrical pathway. The negative terminal will be indicated by a negative symbol, and
the cable leading to it will be black. Touch the positive lead of the multimeter to the nut holding
the electrical cable routed to the alternator. The cable is typically red and large in diameter and
is used to route the electricity generated in the alternator to the battery to recharge it. Read the
multimeter display. It should read at least If you read anything less than that, then there is an
issue with the alternator, and it may have to be replaced. Check the electrical connector
attached to the alternator and make sure that it is pushed into the alternator firmly. This
electrical connector provides electricity to the field windings in the alternator and is required for
it to work properly. There should be 12V at the connector; this can also be checked with the
multimeter. Place the black lead of the multimeter on the negative terminal of the battery. The
negative terminal will be marked with a negative symbol and will have a black cable attached to
it. Place the positive lead in the pin of the connector that supplies power to the alternator. There
will be three pins in the connector; the pin that you need to probe with the multimeter is the pin
with a red wire leading to it. Read the voltage on the multimeter. It should read 12V. If you are
getting 12 volts, and the alternator isn't putting out between If the connector you just checked
isn't putting out 12V, then the alternator is most likely good, and the issue lies in the electrical
wiring. Shayrgo Barazi is a college graduate with a degree in automotive engineering
technology B. He is a successful writer and has taken a college level technical writing course.
He has an intuition for technology and has the capacity to write, too. Step 1 Start the engine of
the Ford. Step 2 Open the hood and prop it up. Step 3 Place the dial of the digital multimeter on
the DC volts setting; the alternator puts out electricity in direct current as opposed to
alternating current. Step 4 Touch the negative lead of the multimeter on the negative terminal of
the battery or to any engine ground that you can find. Step 5 Touch the positive lead of the
multimeter to the nut holding the electrical cable routed to the alternator. Step 6 Read the
multimeter display. Step 7 Check the electrical connector attached to the alternator and make
sure that it is pushed into the alternator firmly. Step 8 Push down on the tab of the connector
and pull out. Step 9 Place the black lead of the multimeter on the negative terminal of the
battery. Step 10 Place the positive lead in the pin of the connector that supplies power to the
alternator. Rehkopf; If you don't have access to a multimeter or don't feel comfortable dealing
with electricity, remove the alternator from the Ford and take it to an auto parts store where they
can bench-test it for you. Watch your hands, while checking the alternator, because the engine
will be on. The alternator belt will be spinning at approximately RPMs and can easily injure you.
The radiator fans may also be on while checking the alternator or may turn on while working. To
avoid losing a limb, be cognizant of where your hands are at all times. Wear safety glasses to
protect your eyes from injury. One of the most critical engine components in your Ford Focus is
the alternator. Before diving in and reading this section on Focus bad alternator symptoms, take
a look at your battery posts. Are they clean and free of corrosion? If they are covered in whitish
crust, a good cleaning may be all that you need to do. All that you need is a good terminal
brush. If your alternator is no longer capable of charging the battery, the battery light will come
on. The alternator may be charging still, but just not enough to cover the electrical needs of
your Focus. A dead battery is the end result of an alternator not charging enough. Most parts
stores or even Wal-Mart will do this for you free of charge. When your alternator is going bad,
one of the first things that you may notice is that the headlights and dashboard lights begin to
fade. Eventually the warning light will go on letting you know that the battery is not charging.
Being aware of the smells and sounds that your Focus makes is a great way to notice when
something has gone wrong, and help you identify any potential alternator problems. If you have
reason to believe that your alternator is not charging the battery all the way, and you are out
and about, see if turning off all of the accessories including climate control and lights that you
safely can gets the warning light to turn off. If it does go off, at least you know you can safely
drive it somewhere with enough power going to the engine. Battery Light If your alternator is no
longer capable of charging the battery, the battery light will come on. Dead Battery A dead
battery is the end result of an alternator not charging enough. Fading Lights When your

alternator is going bad, one of the first things that you may notice is that the headlights and
dashboard lights begin to fade. Listen to Your Senses Being aware of the smells and sounds
that your Focus makes is a great way to notice when something has gone wrong, and help you
identify any potential alternator problems. The alternator may have worn out bearings, which
lead to grinding or a hum that almost sounds like nails on a chalkboard spinning. Does it appear
to be shiny or glazed? Is it too tight or too loose? There is NO other way to test the alternator
unless you own a scope. Do NOT disconnect the battery with the engine running. That is NOT a
safe way to test the alternator. See this post:. First, check the voltage at the battery terminals
with the engine running and the headlights, blower motor, and wipers on. Rev the engine to 2,
RPM and hold it there for 3 minutes. The voltage should read at least 13 volts. Note the voltage.
The results should be less than 0. Shops are reporting Ford Focus Alternator Problems due to
excessive resistance in the ground circuit. The Focus alternator groun
chrysler town and country wiring diagrams
infiniti m45 front bumper
2002 chevy blazer alternator
ds to the engine just like every other alternatorâ€”through the bracket. Apparently, corrosion
buildup degrades the contact over time. If you have a high voltage drop, try connect a jumper
wire between the battery negative and the alternator case. Then check battery voltage. One
solution is to remove the alternator and clean all the mechanical connections to remove the
corrosion. The other option is to install a permanent jumper wire between the battery negative
and the alternator case. They include wiring diagrams and technical service bulletins. In most
cases, their diagrams are right from the factory manuals. Pricing: Eautorepair. So you have to
refer to the factory legends to learn the identification symbols and then refer back to circuit
diagrams to find the splice and ground locations. However, Alldatadiy. If you need to dig into
your doors, dash or console, Alldatadiy. Find this article useful? Share it! Categories Alternator
Generator Focus. Tags Ford Focus Alternator Problems.

