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on, trade it in, give it a second life. The Chevrolet S is a compact pickup truck that was
produced by Chevrolet. It was the first domestically built compact pickup of the big three
American automakers. When it was first introduced as a "quarter-ton pickup" in for the model
year, the GMC version was known as the S and later renamed the GMC Sonoma. A
high-performance version was released in and given the name of GMC Syclone. The pickup was
also sold by Isuzu as the Hombre from through , but only in North America. An electric version
was leased as a fleet vehicle in and Together, these pickups are often referred to as the
S-series. The S-Series ended production in Brazil in , being replaced by the Chevrolet Colorado ,
but still with the name S However, the Arab oil embargo forced GM to consider designing a
domestically produced compact pickup truck. The first S-series pickups were introduced in for
the model year. The base engine manufactured in Japan and imported was a 1. The Chevrolet
and GMC models were identical apart from the grille, tailgate and assorted insignia. An
extended cab called the "Club Coupe" and "Insta-Trac" four-wheel drive were added the next
year along with two new engines - a 2. The sport utility S Blazer and S Jimmy debuted for ; GM
was the first to introduce the compact sport utility, followed by Ford and then Jeep in Following
the popularity of the Jeep Cherokee , 4-door SUV variants were introduced in March as models
alongside the badge-engineered Oldsmobile Bravada. New heavy-duty and off-road
suspensions appeared in along with a hydraulic clutch, while the big news for was the
discontinuation of the Cavalier 's 2. The OHV-derived 2. A much-welcomed 4. The GMC Syclone
also appeared that year. The Sonoma GT bowed in Added to this was the 4. This generation's
last year was The S Baja is an optional appearance package that was put on any four-wheel
drive S regular-cab with short-box, regular-cab with long box and extended-cab with short box
from to Extra cost Baja options included a cargo-net end-gate, aluminum "Outlaw" wheels and a
special box-mounted spare tire carrier with aluminum wheel. In , two-tone paint schemes were
available, as well as additional exterior features such as a wraparound front bumper with fog
lamps, lower body ground-effects moldings and wheel flares, a flush-fitting tailgate valance,
rear roll pan state laws permitting , and "Cameo" lettering on the doors and tailgate. Debuting in
, the GMC Sonoma GT was a performance package available on the two-wheel drive regular cab
short bed Sonoma and was offered as an alternative lower priced version of its predecessor, the
Syclone. The Sonoma GT was powered by an enhanced Vortec non turbocharged 4. Because
the Sonoma GT wasn't built as a track oriented speed demon like the Syclone, it still retained its
payload capacity and towing ratings meaning that you could still use it like a pickup truck if you
so desired. While sharing the same front and rear bumper as the Syclone and future GMC
Typhoon , the aero package did not have as much of an aggressive look as the Syclone but still
featured bumperettes, lower door skirts, and rear quarter bed corners to round out the cladding
package. GMC also decided to follow through with the Syclone theme into the interior which
featured the same black and red piping door inserts and bucket seats â€” sans any headrest
logo the Syclone featured embroidered headrest logos , along with the same center console and
shifter as seen in the Syclone. The gauge cluster was also the same setup, however due to the
non turbo-charged powerplant of the Sonoma GT, the boost gauge is not included in the RPM
cluster. Only Sonoma GTs were ever produced in a variety of colors such as the standard
monochromatic black, apple red, white, aspen blue, teal, and forest green. Some and Sonomas
came with a factory equipped L35 W-code engine. For no specialty labeling or limited edition
tags were known to be used with the W-code engine. Production totals for these vehicles are
unknown. The Syclone was a high performance package for the model year. It came with
all-wheel drive, 4-wheel anti-lock brakes, a 4. Production was limited to just units. The
second-generation trucks arrived for the model year. All of the special models the Syclone,
Typhoon, and Sonoma GT were discontinued, but the changes to the pickup brought it in line
with its major competitor the Ford Ranger. The Iron Duke 4-cylinder and 2. In compliance with
the Clean Air Act , all second generation Ss and Sonomas equipped with air conditioning used

CFC-free Ra refrigerant beginning in the model year. The all new S didn't offer any airbag,
presumably as a temporary measure to economize the introduction of the new body styles, as
well as to gradually phase out steering wheel designs that didn't accommodate for airbags,
though the vehicle itself was slated for airbag capability. Many of the chassis components were
the same as the first generation the control arms between the first and second generation were
the same, originally sourced from GM's G-body platform , along with the steering knuckle, leaf
springs, and differential assembly but suspension and axles were greatly enhanced. Sport
utility models Blazer, Jimmy, Bravada came with thicker front and rear sway bars. Generally, for
the two-wheel drive trucks, the 8. This was also the year that GM introduced the ZR2 off-road
package. For , a driver's side air bag was added as well as daytime running lights. In the 4. In ,
the exterior, interior, [5] brakes, and 2. The SS package was replaced by the "Xtreme" package.
In , a crew cab option was added and was only available with four-wheel drive and an automatic
transmission. For the model year, the regular and extended cab models were discontinued; only
the crew cab model was retained. Base two-wheel drive models came with 15 x 6. On the
exterior, the front fascia was redesigned, and new wheel designs were added. The interior
received a full redesign, with "TheftLock" anti-theft functionality for most radios, improved
audio systems including newly-designed radios , new interior front door panels, an optional
combination cassette and CD player radio, redesigned keyless entry remotes, a new steering
wheel, dual airbags , a new instrument cluster with digital odometer and gear shift indicator for
automatic transmission-equipped models, and new seat fabrics. Leather-trimmed seating
surfaces were also introduced for the Crew Cab for the first time for the model year. Fewer than
3, SSs were produced yearly on average. The SS was discontinued in and was replaced by the S
Xtreme for the model year. The SS included a limited slip differential, lowered suspension
starting with the model year , cosmetic changes such as a different grille, body-colored
bumpers, inch wheels available from to , similar in design to the and Camaro Z28 with Chevrolet
"bowtie" logo center caps , and other minor cosmetic differences. All SS versions were regular
cabs, Xtremes were available with the "third door" extended cab. A step-side version was
available from to and until on the Xtreme. The ZR2 package was an off-road package available
for the second generation S In , Isuzu replaced its P'up with a version of the Louisiana-built
Chevrolet S, the Isuzu Hombre , based on the Brazilian market S the front grille and fenders are
based on the Brazilian S along with the truck bed sheetmetal. The Hombre differed from its GM
siblings mostly in the front sheetmetal, with different lights, grille, front bumper and front
fenders, which were more flared out. The rear quarter panels were also different, as they had a
slight flare over the wheel well to match the front fenders. The Hombre had a much smaller
range of equipment options compared to the S and Sonoma; a Spacecab extended cab, V6
engine and four-wheel drive were added for and available until Two trim levels were offered: the
base S and the uplevel XS. Hombres were also available with the S's aluminum wheels with
Isuzu center caps. Slow sales resulted in production ending in It would be another six years
before Isuzu re-entered the pick-up market with the i-Series , which formed the basis for the S's
successor, the Colorado. Although the North American version of the S-series was
discontinued in , the second generation S was still being built in Brazil until , when it was
replaced by a Brazilian-built version of the Chevrolet Colorado called the S In Brazil, until , the
third generation S offered a 2. Also, for the first time in Brazil, Chevrolet offered the flex-fuel S
with four-wheel drive. For the model, the S received a facelift and the flex-fuel 2. For , the
flex-fuel S now offers an automatic transmission, currently the market trend on these vehicles in
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XL. The S was introduced in the 's as one of Chevrolet's contributions to the light pickup truck
market. The first generation was produced between and , while the second generation was
produced between and Throughout its two decades of production the S was released in several
trims and models. It was available with a regular, extended, and crew cab. A choice of a short
and long bed was also available. With all the options available, the S's frame dimensions varied,
fitting a wide variety of consumer preferences. The regular cab version of the S has two doors
and is available with either a short or long bed. Its cab size is about The short bed's wheelbase
is Its overall height is The short cargo bed's overall length is The short cargo bed has an overall
length of The long cargo bed has the same depth and width, but its length is extended to Later
models of the extended cab only come with a short bed. It has three doors, and the cab size has
an overall length of Its wheelbase is Its width is The cargo bed measures The crew cab model
comes with four doors and can seat four to five passengers. Like the extended cab model, it has
a wheelbase of Its overall width is Since the crew cab has four doors, its cargo bed has the
smallest size when compared to other cab sizes. Its cargo bed's length comes at Steve Johnson
is an avid and passionate writer with more than five years of experience. He's written for several
industries, including health, dating and Internet marketing, as well as for various websites. He
holds a bachelor's degree from the University of Texas. S Frame Specs by Steve Johnson.
Extended Cab Later models of the extended cab only come with a short bed. Crew Cab The crew
cab model comes with four doors and can seat four to five passengers. Mini-trucks are typically
associated with being the primary modes of transportation for farm workers and delivery
drivers' not the stuff hot rods are made of. Japan may have invented mini-trucks, but America
perfected them. GM currently offers small pickups from both of its truck linesâ€”Chevrolet and
GMCâ€”each model sharing an essentially identical platform, with only minor trim pieces
setting them apart. These little pickups offer affordable utilitarian fun, and, fortunately for the "I
can't afford a new full-size pickup and refuse to drive anything but a Chevy" crowd, used ones
can be bought for a song. So why doesn't every faithful Bow Tie fan have one of these little
tykes? Because they lack the ummph that makes driving a real truck fun. Thankfully, the V-8
power Gods are watching over the Chevy faithful and have provided a way to snap a small-block
into these trucks to make them run with the best of their big brothers. We sent a group of
fearless power mercenaries into the engine-swapping netherworld in search of information on
these S V-8 cruisers. JTR is a small publishing company in Northern California that has
researched this swap for over a decade and performed several V-8 conversions in order to test
its theories. The JTR manual is now in its 14th edition and covers every aspect of the swap and
every modification you'll need to perform to drop a small-block into your small truck. If you're
considering stuffing a V-8 into your S-truck, or just looking for a few ways to improve or modify
it, then this is the bible for you. Swapping a V-8 into your S-truck will not be cheap or easy, but
it will be worth it. JTR told us that too many swaps are never completed because the truck's
owners either expected a quick turnaround or were looking to save a buck. Both of these items
can be left off your "Things to do" list when planning for this swap. If you properly prepare for
your swap and collect the components needed ahead of time, the swap will be completed and
you'll be driving your V-8 powered mini-truck in short order. JTR has found that the best and
easiest V-8 conversions always begin with a complete engine and transmission, exhaust
manifolds with head pipes, and all accessories extracted from the same donor car. While
swapping in your own custom-built, fire-breathing small-block is possible, JTR recommends
using a stock engine and all of its factory components to make your first swap easier. Keep in
mind that your S-truck's stock anemic four-banger may only be making about hp, and swapping
in a stock hp Camaro engine will make that little truck run like a stallion. The first unavoidable
truth is that swapping in a V-8 will add weight to your truck, with most of it over the front tires.
Since the factory S-truck's suspension was never designed to cradle an iron V-8, it will welcome
the addition of stiffer coilsprings and new front shock absorbers. GM offers a performance
suspension upgrade for '94 and newer two-wheel-drive S-trucks under RPO ZQ8, which
includes new front and rear performance springs, Bilstein shocks, a new steering gear, new
front and rear sway bars, and all the attaching hardware. Without this suspension upgrade, your
V-8 S-truck will handle terribly and probably bottom out on every bump. Four-wheel-drive
S-trucks can be improved after the swap by installing aftermarket shock absorbers and
tightening the factory front torsion bars to reestablish the correct ride height. An iron-headed

small-block and R4 trans will add approximately pounds to the nose of your already heavy
3,pound average 2WD weight pickup. In addition, the V-8 puts more weight ahead of the front
tires while moving 20 pounds of rear weight forward, lightening the rear end, which furthers
complicates traction problems. Cooling and exhaust are two of the biggest problems associated
with swapping a V-8 into the S-truck. Fortunately, JTR has found some factory components to
make the swap as hassle free as possible. When searching the scrap yards for these iron
nuggets, be careful not to pull the manifolds from a TPI or L69 5. The best news is that the TBI
exhaust manifolds are cheap and plentiful in scrap yards everywhere. When removing the
manifolds, be sure to also keep a section of exhaust head pipe from the donor Camaro so the
muffler shop has a starting point for the new exhaust system. The S-trucks have enough room
beneath the bed for a muffler shop to mount dual-performance mufflers side-by-side vertically,
so you can run true dual exhaust out the back. Keeping a V-8 powered S-truck cool can be
tough if it is not properly addressed during the swap. The good news is that a stock,
high-efficiency Corvette radiator can be bolted in with little modification. JTR has tested four
different aftermarket custom-built radiators, with moderate success, but found that the ''89
Corvette HD radiator is the best at cooling a V-8 S-truck. This aluminum radiator features plastic
side tanks and is quite similar to the stock radiator used in all '87 and newer S-trucks, which is
why it fits and cools so well. The Corvette radiator is also very thin, offering a inch more
clearance between the fan and radiator when compared to a typical 2-inch-thick brass radiator
most custom shops would build for this type of swap. A inch may not sound like much, but JTR
claims it makes a huge difference in cooling effectiveness because the engine-driven fan can
have more pitch, which increases airflow through the radiator. The -inch gain in clearance
requires some hammering on the radiator core support so that the side tanks sit far enough
forward see photos. The Corvette radiator is also equipped with an automatic transmission oil
cooler, which helps because there is very little room to install an auxiliary cooler in front of the
radiator. JTR recommends using either an inch-diameter aftermarket flex fan or, after modifying
the core support further see photos , running a factory clutch fan to cut down on highway fan
noise. If you're wondering whether the stock rearend would hold up behind a torquey V-8, the
answer is probably no. GM's weak-duckling 7- -inch rearend came standard in most S-trucks,
and if you're swapping in a V-8 you should track down an '88 or newer 4. Or, better still, if you
can find a '95 or newer S-truck equipped with the high-output L35 V-6 and five-speed trans at
the junk yard, they were equipped with a much stronger 8- -inch rear that can take lots of abuse.
The 8- -inch rearend can be quickly identified by the way its axle tubes get larger in diameter
where they meet the center section. The driveshaft will need to be shortened when installing the
8- -inch rearend. Beware that all S-truck rearends are not interchangeable. S-truck 2WD
housings are 4 inches narrower than their 4x4 counterpart, and the ZR2 4x4 Off-Road option
featured wider wheels, so its rearend is an additional 4 inches widerâ€”making it 8 inches wider
than a 2WD housing. A new rearend will give you strength, but you're bound to experience
traction difficulties after swapping in a V-8, due to the lack of weight over the rear tires in all
S-trucks. GM knew of its traction problems and added a horizontal shock absorber to S-trucks
equipped with a V-6 and ZQ8 suspension package to control wheelhop. This worked so well that
the horizontal shock was later installed on all V-6 five-speed S-trucks built after , making it a
relatively easy part to find used. The horizontal shock brackets can be added to earlier trucks by
simply drilling a few holes and bolting them on. However, the horizontal shock will interfere with
the factory muffler if it's left in the stock location, so a shorter muffler must be installed. Good
or bad, most states have followed California's lead when mandating their own emissions
standards. Currently, it is legal to perform engine swaps in California if certain criteria are met.
Most importantly, the new engine you're swapping in must be from a GM vehicle of the same
year or newer than the vehicle you're swapping it into. The new engine must retain all of its
original, functioning emissions equipment, and any aftermarket performance equipment that
has been installed must have a California E. You also can't swap a heavy-duty truck V-8 trucks
over 6, pounds GVW into your S-truck because HD truck engines had less stringent emissions
standards than light-duty trucks, but passenger car V-8s are OK. The referee will inspect your
installation to see if you used the same or newer year engine. He'll check operation of all the
emissions equipment, and if it passes inspection he'll slap an "Engine Identification" sticker on
your doorjamb, meaning a legal record of your approved engine swap is always on the vehicle.
The person answering the phone may ask why you need to go to a referee, and your answer
should be "engine change. We've had the opportunity to drive several V-8 powered S-trucks,
and, when done properly, the trucks run so well and are so comfortable that you'd never know it
was anything the factory didn't intend. The benefits of using a stock engine really shine with the
ease of starting and smooth running a V-8 S-truck displays. JTR claims to have knocked down
as much as 20 mpg in its V-8 powered S-trucks but, of course, that's in direct correlation to how

heavy your right foot is. And believe us when we tell you that the way your V-8 S-truck will
accelerate sure doesn't lend itself to grandma-style merging onto the freeway. There is much
more information on performing these swaps available than we were able to touch upon here.
There are also several sources for V-8 swap parts, including Advanced Adapters, Hooker
Headers, Russ's Rods, Stealth Conversions, and Southbay Motorsports Designs, all of which
offer parts, kits, or information to help with converting the little S-trucks. Chevy
High-Performance. How To. Sources Advanced Adapters. Hooker Headers. JTR Publishing.
Southbay Motorsports Designs. Stealth Conversions. View Full Image. Connect With Us. Get
Latest News and Articles. Newsletter Sign Up. Related Articles. The Chevrolet S was one of the
model-year entries of the compact pickup truck's first generation of production, which lasted
from to All the trims had the same 2. The other trims got the four-speed automatic transmission
with overdrive. Fuel economy depended on the type of transmission. Those with manual
gearboxes got 24 mpg for city driving and 30 mpg for highway driving. Those with automatic
gearboxes, however, got 20 to 21 mpg for city driving and 26 to 28 mpg for highway driving.
With standard seating for as many as three people, the Chevy S had headroom measured at
around 39 inches, legroom at around 43 inches and hip room at around 51 inches. As for its
exterior dimensions, it measured inches in length, 65 inches in width and 61 inches in height
with a inch wheelbase. Curb weight varied at a range of about 2, to 3, lbs. The turning diameter
was 39 feet. Based in the D. He has been writing articles about technology, health, politics,
music, culture and automobiles since He has a master's degree in journalism and technology
management. Fuel Economy Fuel economy depended on the type of transmission. Interior and
Exterior With standard seating for as many as three people, the Chevy S had headroom
measured at around 39 inches, legroom at around 43 inches and hip room at around 51 inches.
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