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Improving upon the ultimate driving machine benchmark, the BMW 3 Series is unequivocally the
best car in the entry-luxury category. The baby Bimmer has grown up for The sixth-generation 3
Series is slightly larger, heavier and faster than the previous 3, which was introduced in sedan
form in , followed by the coupes, the convertible and the wagon in An even better car overall,
the BMW 3 Series has a bolder look, revised suspension and braking, more power and more
interior space. BMW's infamous iDrive is now available in the 3 Series, but is thankfully optional
packaged with a navigation system , and the rest of the interior is a model of precision design.
For now, only the sedan and wagon benefit from the complete makeover. The 3 Series coupe
and convertible remain unchanged but will likely be merged into a single convertible model with
a retractable hardtop design for the model year. The new 3 Series sedan is again badged as a or
, although both now use a 3. The is rated at hp, while the 's engine comes with a three-stage
induction system and different exhaust and powertrain software that result in hp. The optional
Active Steering system features a variable ratio that turns the front wheels to a greater degree
relative to steering wheel movement at low speeds such as parking lots and tight corners , and
even countersteers if the stability control system senses a slide. Lest you think this adroit
handling comes at the expense of ride quality, rest assured that BMW still realizes the
importance of comfortable cruising. Whether you choose the standard suspension or the
optional sport-tuned setup, you'll be able to go about your weekday routine without feeling that
you've sacrificed ride comfort for the sake of weekend thrills. Overall, the BMW 3 Series cars
tend to cost more than the competition, but if you go easy on the options, we think you'll find
that the price of admission is well worth it. The BMW 3 Series lineup includes the i and i sedans,
the xi all-wheel-drive sedan and wagon, the xi all-wheel-drive sedan, and coupe and convertible
versions of the Ci and Ci. Because the sedan and wagon are all-new designs, there are slight
variations between them and the two-door coupe and convertible in regard to standard and
optional equipment. Standard features on models include automatic climate control, one-touch
power windows, a power moonroof, automatic headlights, heated mirrors, a CD player and
keyless entry. The model adds upgraded wheels, a sport suspension and a Logic 7 premium
sound system. Various options include a DVD-based navigation system with iDrive, adaptive
xenon headlights, parking sensors, active cruise control, leather seating and active steering.
The optional Performance Package includes tighter suspension tuning, performance tires, a
higher speed limiter and sport seats. The sedan and wagon models are powered by a 3. The
sedans have a higher-performance version of the same engine that generates hp and lb-ft of
torque. BMW Ci coupes and convertibles have a 2. Most 3 Series models come with a six-speed
manual transmission as standard equipment. The exceptions are the Ci models, which have a
five-speed. A six-speed automatic is optional for the sedans and wagon; the coupe and
convertible's have a five-speed automatic. The 3 Series is typically rear-drive, though models
with an "x" designation are all-wheel drive. Most BMW 3 Series models include four-wheel
antilock disc brakes, stability control, dynamic brake control, front-seat-mounted side airbags
and head curtain airbags for the front and rear. The sedan's and wagon's stability control
system integrates several brake-related features, such as wiping the pads in the rain wet brakes
don't stop too well and snugging the pads to the rotors when the driver lifts off the throttle,
which increases brake responsiveness. In IIHS tests, the 3 Series earned a "Good" rating the
best possible for its protection of occupants in front-offset and side-impact crashes. The
NHTSA awarded the vehicle four out of five stars for front-impact safety and five stars for
side-impact safety. The BMW 3 Series never fails to impress us. Its world-class suspension,
steering and brakes provide hours of entertainment on twisty two-lane highways -- beyond
simply feeling rock-solid when hustled around turns, this car communicates with the driver in a
manner that inspires confidence no matter what kind of driving you're doing. And you don't
have to give up a comfortable ride to get this kind of athleticism. Inside BMW 3 Series sedans,
drivers will find a restrained show of luxury, wherein the emphasis is on driver comfort and
involvement, hence the supportive seats and clean analog gauges. Materials are high in quality
and build quality is exceptional; indeed, even the standard leatherette upholstery looks and
feels better than you would expect. Available styles include i 4dr Sedan 3. Doing so could save
you hundreds or thousands of dollars. Edmunds also provides consumer-driven dealership
sales and service reviews to help you make informed decisions about what cars to buy and
where to buy them. Simply research the type of car you're interested in and then select a used
car from our massive database to find cheap prew-owned vehicles for sale near you. Once you
have identified a used vehicle you're interested in, check the AutoCheck vehicle history reports,
read dealer reviews, and find out what other owners paid for the Used BMW 3 Series. Is it better
to lease or buy a car? Ask most people and they'll probably tell you that car buying is the way to
go. And from a financial perspective, it's true, provided you're willing to make higher monthly
payments, pay off the loan in full and keep the car for a few years. Leasing, on the other hand,

can be a less expensive option on a month-to-month basis. It's also good if you're someone
who likes to drive a new car every three years or so. Popular searches. My notifications My
Account. Review Features Save. View Photos. Appraise this car. Still costs more than most of
its competitors, lacking in interior storage space. Other years. List Price Estimate. ZIP Code.
See all for sale. Edmunds' Expert Review. Vehicle overview. The BMW 3 Series sedan and
wagon have been completely redesigned for Major highlights include new features, more
powerful engines, a slightly larger interior and the incorporation of BMW's latest exterior styling
elements. The 3 Series coupe and convertible are unchanged this year but will eventually move
over to the new platform being used for the sedan and wagon; expect to see a new hardtop
convertible for the model year. Read more. Write a review See all reviews. The life of your car is
dependent upon the way you maintain it. I've never read so many poor reviews on a vehicle that
was the World Car of the Year for its first year of production. I saw countless '06 i's and i's.
Shockingly, the customers who performed recommended services at the right times rarely had
complaints regarding the 3's reliability, and since returned to buy newer models. BMW's aren't
made to be run into the ground by drivers who have zero regard for taking care of their car. I've
loyally taken care of my car. It's 8 years old with 82, miles and all I've replaced unexpectedly is a
taillight bulb. Take care of your cars, you'll be amazed at the difference. Read less. The last of
the true "ultimate driving machines". Mike K. A solidly built car with excellent handling, thanks
to steering that puts you in touch with the road, and a suspension that provides a nice
compromise between comfort and cornering stability. An exceptionally smooth running engine
provides good acceleration; controls that are intuitive and well laid out. A true driver's car for
those willing to accept older BMWs' need for relatively frequent and high cost maintenance.
Very Solid Great Driving Car! One owner trade in at the same dealer it was bought new from. I
had an issue with the steering column security lock common if your handy you can get in there
and do some lubing n probably solve the problem. It happened within the first 30 days of
ownership, so the dealer replaced it free of charge. I was a little disappointed in the new i at
first, with the new body style, but it eventually grew on me. Mine is also a 6sp manual, that with
the sport seats really make a difference. Some people are just not really car people and
sometimes are the blame for all the repair bills. I pretty much keep up the maintenance, mostly
just keeping the fluids nice an clean. Mine still has the original spark plugs. I will change them
soon n probably replace all the coil packs while I'm there. Water pumps can be a little pricey,
but if you buy the parts online same as dealer you can save hundreds of dollars. I still have the
original water pump n I've seen them go to well over k for some people. It's only a one time
repair so it's not that big of a deal. If you take care of the car n don't beat it up, it will give you
many years of great service n be a pleasure to drive. Many of these on the road now with well
over k. If you suspect something, google it or ask some honest mechanics, most of the time it
will be something minor or nothing at all. Also has some great bun warmers!! It's nice just
touching the door handle and it unlocks n no need to insert the key, as long as its in the car
somewhere, it will start. N most of the cooling system parts other than the water pump are
actually very reasonably priced. Check around b4 you buy anything from the dealer. I got my
battery from walmart made by the same people n looked identical except for the color. Great
drivers car not a drag car , but has a nice smooth engine that seems to pull forever and it's at
home doing mph on the freeway on cruising a nice curvy back road. I luv it as much now as
when i bought it. I can drive my dads honda accord very good car , and when I get back in the
06 bmw i, I really appreciate the bmw. Don't forget that automatic trans, find you someone that
is competent and let them do a fluid n filter change, then maybe a drain n refill sometime soon
after that and it will serve u well. Great Car! I am also the original owner of a BMW i with 75K
miles, and while I like the cars handling and styling, the quality and reliability of this vehicle has
been extremely poor. I have owned many different brands of vehicles, and this vehicle by far
has had the most problems under warranty. Luckily I purchased an extended warranty which I
had never done before but it is due to expire in 5K miles. See below for a list of issues with this
vehicle over a 4 year period. While the vehicle is fun to drive and has good styling, I would
caution anyone considering this vehicle due to the risk of significant out of pocket repair costs.
Write a review. Frontal Barrier Crash Rating. Dynamic Test Result No Tip. Risk Of Rollover Not
Rated. IIHS Rating. Side Impact Test. See full safety scores. People who viewed this also viewed
5 average Rating out of 2 reviews. Sponsored cars related to the 3 Series. Sign Up. A majority of
all used US imports have either been in accidents, been stolen, been flooded, salvaged and
rebuilt and shipped to Europe or are subject to open recalls. For 30 years, CARFAX has been
collecting data on US vehicles from thousands of sources and has helped millions of used car
shoppers reduce their risk of getting stuck with a vehicle that has costly hidden problems. For
more than 30 years, CARFAX has been helping millions of used car shoppers make better
purchase decisions and avoid expensive hidden problems. In addition, CARFAX has helped

used car dealers around the world to build trust with their customers and sell their American
cars with confidence. With more than 14 billion records, CARFAX has built up its database with
the help of its partners and sources, including government offices, law enforcement agencies,
service and repair shops, car dealerships, insurance companies and many more. In addition to
publicly available information, CARFAX has collected information from many independent
reliable sources. Thanks for the service, the price was absolutely worth. Immediately to the
Internet, paid with credit card and in 10 minutes I ha
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d the report. Vehicle imported from California to Lithuania. For some weeks "Babs" is now with
us and we have a lot of fun with the car. Buying Used American Cars? Search by VIN. Instant
Access. We offer you unique vehicle history to help you make better purchase decisions.
Trusted by millions of users. Worldwide market leader. The most popular blog articles How to
detect mileage rollback? Mileage rollback is one of the most occurring types of fraud in the
selling process of used cars. However, there are ways to detect mileage fraud. Even though
odometer fraud is difficult to detect for the untrained eye, it is not an impossible task. Import a
car from the USA. There are a few advantages to buying a American used car. Check the Service
History of a Car. How important is the service history of a car? CARFAX takes a look at these
questions and explains the importance of the service history of a car, as well as where you can
find the complete history of service records. Make a VIN Search.

