Bmw x3 cigarette lighter fuse

Fuses are designed to fail safely before any damage is done to the wiring or devices in your car.
The only way to fix it so that your cigarette lighter fuse stops blowing is to check each possible
point of failure until you identify the issue. Depending on the nature of your problem, replacing
the fuse with a higher amp version could damage the fuse box, melt wires, or even cause a fire.
Car cigarette lighters are simple devices that have changed very little over the decades. The two
basic components are a socket, which is connected to both power and ground, and a removable
plastic or metal housing that contains a coiled metal strip. In most cases, the inner wall of the
socket is grounded, and a pin at the center is connected to a fused power source. Under normal
circumstances, a cigarette lighter can be expected to draw roughly 10 amps, and cigarette
lighter circuits usually have 10 or 15 amp fuses. This allows you to plug in phone chargers and
other devices that draw less than 10 or 15 amps, depending on the fuse in your specific vehicle.
Both cigarette lighter sockets and dedicated volt accessory sockets can be used to power volt
devices and power adapters. So if you have a volt accessory socket on a separate circuit that
keeps popping fuses, the diagnostic procedure will be about the same. Cigarette lighter fuses,
like all car fuses, blow when the circuit draws more amperage than the fuse is designed to
handle. If the cigarette lighter fuse is 15 amps, then a draw of more than 15 amps will cause it to
blow. If you replace it with another 15 amp fuse, and something on the circuit is still drawing
more than 15 amps, then the fuse will just blow again. It may seem like the easiest solution
would be to simply replace the 15 amp fuse with a larger fuse, but this is actually very
dangerous. And if the problem in your circuit is actually some type of short, putting in a larger
fuse may cause the wiring to heat up to the point where it could melt or even cause a fire. While
you can buy a circuit breaker as a direct replacement for the fuse that keeps blowing, this is
also a bad idea, especially if there is a short in the circuit. These circuit breakers are useful in
some applications and have certain diagnostic uses, but using one to intentionally overload a
cigarette lighter circuit is not recommended. Some vehicles have change holders, or catch-all
trays, in the vicinity of the cigarette lighter socket, which makes it dangerously easy for a coin
to fall in. If that happens, the coin may contact both the grounded barrel and the hot pin inside
the socket and cause a short circuit. Other metal objects, like paperclips, or even pieces broken
off from old phone chargers, can also become lodged in a cigarette lighter socket. Just to be
safe, you should make sure that you remove the cigarette lighter fuse before reaching inside the
socket to remove the foreign object. You can then install a new fuse and check to see if it still
blows. There is a hard limit on the current that you can draw from a cigarette lighter socket or
any volt accessory socket. In most cases, cigarette lighter circuits use 15 amp fuses, but you
can check the fuse box in your vehicle to be sure. Cell phone chargers are usually designed to
work with cigarette lighter sockets without blowing a fuse, but other devices, like cigarette
lighter inverters , can easily overload the circuit. If the plug is broken, worn out, or has
something stuck on it, plugging it in may cause a direct short between power and ground inside
the cigarette lighter socket. Or you could also use an ohmmeter to check for an internal short in
your adapter. Most of the time, a cigarette lighter fuse that keeps blowing is caused by some
external problem. In order to totally rule out a problem with the socket itself, you can remove it
see if the fuse blows. This is an application where a circuit breaker fuse can actually be useful,
since blowing fuses over and over again to narrow down the source of your problem could
become expensive. This type of problem will also be easier to diagnose if you are able to track
down a wiring diagram for your specific vehicle since that will show you any components other
than the cigarette lighter that are also on the same circuit. Disconnecting each of these
components in turn, if there are any, may also be useful in determining the source of your short.
Another likely cause for this type of problem is a shorted out power wire. That essentially
means that the power wire that connects to your cigarette lighter may have rubbed or burned
through and come into contact with metal somewhere behind the dashboard. Depending on
your specific vehicle, it may be exceedingly difficult to actually find the location of this type of
short. The short may be located in a difficult to reach a position that you won't be able to find
without removing your radio, HVAC controls, or even the dashboard. While there are devices for
locating shorts in automotive applications, this isn't the kind of tool everyone will have laying
around. In some cases, the easiest solution may be to just leave your cigarette lighter fuse out
permanently and run a new power wire to the cigarette lighter socket. In some cases, you may
be able to use a blank spot in your fuse box, and in other cases, the only option is to run a
power wire directly to the battery. In both of these situations, failing to use an appropriate fuse
could easily result in an electrical fire. And in any case, running a new power wire should be
your last resort after you have ruled out every other potential reason for your cigarette lighter
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Lifewire. Published by Asacannes December 27, Bmw X3 0. When the cigarette lighter of your
Bmw X3 does not work, it is not very serious either, it will not prevent you from driving,
nevertheless it is true that it has become a very useful element in a Bmw X3. That is why in this
article we can help you identify the problem with your cigarette lighter so that we can fix it
second. The cigarette lighter was originally invented to light cigarettes in vehicles. However,
since its specificities have diversified over time on the Bmw X3. For example today we use our
phones more and more if we want to use GPS, or to call, or listen to music. In addition, the cigar
lighter can also serve as a bottle warmer, computer charger So for long roads with your Bmw
X3, the batteries of your smartphones or the like can quickly run out. This is why the cigarette
lighter will be very useful because it gives off sufficient electrical intensity to allow you to
charge your smartphones. However to use it it is necessary to equip yourself with an adapter.
Be careful with these adapters. Some give the possibility of having multi-connections. But if you
overload the outlet, consumption will cause the electrical circuit to overheat and a fuse will
surely blow in your Bmw X3. To help you properly, in this article we will tell you how does a
cigarette lighter work in a Bmw X3. Then we will let you know if the problem comes from the
fuses in the paragraph cigar lighter problem on Bmw X3: Blown fuse. And finally we will show
you how to fix it in the section cigar lighter problem on Bmw X3: Repair or Replace. The
cigarette lighter of a Bmw X3 is an electrical element in the shape of a cylinder. At the bottom of
it there is a conductive part with 2 tabs allowing the circulation of electricity to heat the
resistance of the cigarette lighter. Therefore the user will activate it by pushing the button. This
will contact the resistance with the tabs. When pressed, electricity will flow through it and heat
the resistance. Then when the temperature is hot enough, the button rises and the user can
remove the heated removable part in order to light his cigarette. Note: The cigarette lighter
generally receives 12 volts. So in the event that it doesn't work you should check the power
supply of the cigarette lighter. To do this, take a voltmeter this will cost you around ten euros in
a DIY store. If the voltage is much lower than 12 volts then the problem may come from the
fuses or the connections. Otherwise when the power is circulating then the concern can come
from a false contact or because the cigarette lighter is aging. To begin with the fuses in Bmw X3
are very important components. Because they must monitor the intensity of the current in the
electrical circuit. Indeed the fuses are arranged on the circuit. Then they are traversed by the
current to check the intensity. If the current is too intense then the fuse blows to stop the
system. And this is very important because otherwise an overheating of the circuit would cause
a fire in your car. Note that almost all the fuses of your Bmw X3 are grouped within the fuse box.
You can easily find it thanks to the booklet of your Bmw X3. Generally it is located not far from
the battery, so under the hood if not under the steering wheel. Once identified, again with the
booklet of your Bmw X3 or on the fuse box cover, locate the cigarette lighter fuse. Remove it
using the pliers available in the housing. If you notice in the non-opaque part that the
conductive wire is cut then this implies that the fuse has overheated and that is why you have a
cigarette lighter problem. Otherwise the concern is surely elsewhere. To have more details on
this part, you can find out about the tutorial previously written: How to find the fuse for cigarette
lighter on Bmw X3. To replace the cigarette lighter fuse of your Bmw X3 it's quite simple. As in
the previous step, you will have to remove it from the fuse box of your Bmw X3. Then you will
have to replace it with a fuse of the same rating. This is very important, often the cigarette
lighter fuses will be ten amps red. In the event that you do not respect the amperage, your fuse
will not be able to work correctly. So sometimes it will not detect overheating if you choose a
fuse that has a higher amperage. Then, conversely, it will grill easily when the intensity is
correct. If you have just checked the fuses and the malfunction is not from this, it is likely that
your cigarette lighter has a bad contact. As indicated above, a cigarette lighter is composed of a
conductive part with tabs. But when your cigarette lighter socket is not in contact with these
tabs then the transfer of electricity cannot take place. To analyze this problem you must
disassemble the dashboard of your Bmw X3 to allow the cigarette lighter to be removed. It will
be necessary to loosen the screws which hold it, generally using a T15 screwdriver then unclip
the coating. When you have removed it, you will have to disconnect the cigarette lighter. Then
you will be able to push the cylinder-shaped component from its base. When this is done, look
at the bottom of the cylinder, if the tabs are oxidized then the refurbishment will be easy. It will
suffice to unclip the tabs. Then you will have to rub lightly with sandpaper in order to remove
the oxidation and then allow contact. Once done you will just have to put everything back
together then as a general rule it will work. On the other hand, in the case where there is no

oxidation and the tabs are deformed, then we recommend to replace it completely. Do not
worry, a cigarette lighter is sold for around ten twenty euros on the internet. To replace it, the
handling is the same, you will have to disassemble the old one and replace it with the new one.
Small warning it must be of the same voltage, often 12 volts. Then you will connect it to the
battery using the plug. Then you can check if the cigarette lighter bulb is lit and that the
connections are made as they should. In conclusion: In the event that your cigarette lighter
does not work any more, do not worry as a general rule the repairs are simple enough for
amateurs and do not cost you very expensive. If you want to go a little further in the
maintenance of your Bmw X3, we invite you to consult our other pages on Bmw X3. Previous
How to turn off the screen on the Volkswagen Transporter 5. Next Cigarette lighter problem on
Ford B-max. About the Author. Similar items. Random Posts How to change the language on
Audi A4? Air conditioning gas leak on Bmw X5? Where is the windshield washer pump on
Citroen Jumpy? David Hobbs helped make these videos. The video above shows how to replace
blown fuses in the interior fuse box of your BMW X3 in addition to the fuse panel diagram
location. Electrical components such as your map light, radio, heated seats, high beams, power
windows all have fuses and if they suddenly stop working, chances are you have a fuse that has
blown out. If your X3 is experiencing electrical problems, you should always check the fuses
first, because they are relatively easy to check and cheap to change. Some BMWs have multiple
interior fuse boxes including in the trunk - the video above will show you where the interior fuse
box of your X3 is located. If your X3 has many options like a sunroof, navigation, heated seats,
etc, the more fuses it has. Some components may have multiple fuses, so make sure you check
all of the fuses that are linked to the component in question. If you need to replace a blown fuse
in your X3, make sure you replace it with one that has the same amperage as the blown fuse. If
checking and replacing the fuse for the component in question doesn't work, we recommend
seeking assistance from a trusted professional mechanic. They should be able to figure out if
the component needs to be replaced or if there is a short or some other problem with your X3.
Hans Angermeier has produced over , videos showing drivers how to fix things on their cars. He
has broad expertise on basic repair procedures covering the majority of cars on the road. On
many cars, the high beam bulb runs at reduced power during the day - check 'em and change
'em! Car companies often use the same engines in different cars. They also slightly alter the
styling and sell the same car by two different names amongst other tricks to help offset
development costs. Our system selects the most applicable video for your car based, in part, on
these characteristics. The video displayed may not look exactly like your car, but may be
relevant enough for you to get a good idea how to do it. Getting Started - Prepare for the repair.
Share on. Full list of part and tools. Author Hans Angermeier has produced over , videos
showing drivers how to fix things on their cars. Change your cabin air filter! Dirty cabin air filter
cause undue wear on your car's heater and AC and can cause bad odors. Replace brights. Be
cool under pressure. Your coolant should perform well under any condition - just like Aaron
Rodgers! Replace reverse light. White light when you back up - yup, they burn out and you can
replace them with bright LEDs. See all videos for the BMW X3. We have a massive and growing
video library, but we don't have everything Remember Me? Welcome to the ultimate BMW X3
community. Not sure if this a common problem but the cigarette lighter socket stopped working
a couple of weeks ago- just as I wanted to plug in the Garmin sat nav! I took it back to the dealer
and they told me that it was due to a blown fuse. They sorted it out under the warranty. As a
precaution I asked to see where the fuse was located it is in the glove box, there is also a fuse
box in the boot. The fuse layout diagram is strangely located in the fuse box in the boot. I was
also shown that the diagram for the glove box fuses, it is shown upside down so the piece of
paper has to be inverted!! There are no spare fuses in either fuse box- now heading off to dealer
to buy a spare. Yes there is a separate socket in the boot and this works off a separate circuit-I
checked but the satnav leads do not stretch that far. Has anybody else had similar problems
with the fuse blowing? Appreciate 0. Never had a problem I use samsung leads with a non-oem
connector and also run a fridge off the one in the boot, maybe you were just unlucky. Capparis
White. Oyster Leather. Private First Class. Enlisted Member. Um yeah it seems to be a major
broken though. We had the front cigarette lighter fuse blow on us, the one just below the cup
holders. However ours happened when some keys dropped inside the cigarette lighter and saw
some sparks. After that nothing worked. Dealer fixed it, said it was probably from us using an
iphone charger they saw in the middle compartment. They said to use the acc charger in the
middle arm rest. I dropped a grape into the power socket. In getting it out, the juice shorted the
fuse. Thanks to this forum I found fuse 54 blown. It is located well behind the glove box. You
will need a long, long set of needle nose pliers and look on the web for key to what fuse
positions are by number. Not easy but not real hard to change. One would think that there
would be a more convenient place to put it! I once dropped a dime into mine, blowing the fuse.

The dealer replaced it under warranty Mine was blown too, very fiddly to replace the fuse but the
info below helped, it is normally fuse No 74 that is blown The X3 has 2 fuse blocks: Fuse Block
1 is behind the glove box and is accessed through the removable panel at the far right at the
back of the open glove box. The fuses are 5 or 6 inches behind the back of the glove box and
will probably take someone with a very thin wrist or better yet, a surgical forceps or very long
nose pliers to change. This fuse block houses fuses Nos. Fuse Block No. To access it you must
remove the small right rear storage cover pull firmly on the black hand hold. Then you must
remove the plastic "push rivet" at the rear of the insulation cover. Pry the center pin out with a
screwdriver or small knife, and then completely remove the plastic "rivet". Then simply roll the
insulation cover forward and you will find the fuse block. Fuse block No. The sheet listing the
fuse locations for BOTH fuse blocks is folded and stored in a slot at the bottom of the fuse
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destined for a small spill to short it out. Or, as mentioned, coins. I just keep the cap on it, and
use the others. Originally Posted by asinrute. Appreciate 1. Originally Posted by kevink1. Yes,
this continues to be a problem and I will work on this today. And found the video on replacing
the cigarette lighter fuse. Last edited by oaklandish; at PM.. First Lieutenant. Originally Posted
by Rob Bimmer. I had the same issue with the front accessories 12VDC port. The fuse 54 Yellow
20A was blown. It's located in the Fuse Block 1, behind the glove box and accessible through
the very small removable panel. All times are GMT The time now is AM. Mark Forums Read.
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min sat nav! Appreciate 0 Tweet. Find More Posts by Cropwell. Find More Posts by plymjack.
Find More Posts by fjrmann. Find More Posts by drunkntigr. Find More Posts by Greenman Find
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Originally Posted by asinrute Mine was blown too, very fiddly to replace the fuse but the info
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