Buick 2008 lucerne

If you're looking for a full-size American luxury car with a V8 and acres of interior space, the
Buick Lucerne is worth a look. Less nostalgic buyers will be better served by this segment's
more capable competitors. The Buick Lucerne has quite a standard to uphold. As Buick's
flagship car, the Lucerne represents the American brand most synonymous with big sedans. It
also carries the responsibility of retaining the loyal customer base that likes Buicks just the way
they've always been: soft, roomy and comfy. For those buyers, this full-size sedan lands pretty
close to the target. The Lucerne is one of the largest cars on the road, featuring enough room
for five adults six with the optional front bench seat and an interior with easy-to-use controls. It
rides quietly and reacts to bumps with the gentle motions its older customers prefer. Finally,
Buick stands above much of its import-brand competition by offering a V8 engine in addition to
a V6. For , the Lucerne gains features that widen its appeal. Drawing inspiration from the
original Buick Super line of the s, the new Lucerne Super will settle in at the top of the model
line when it arrives in the spring of The Super has a more powerful horsepower V8, firmer
suspension tuning, suede-trimmed seats, a wood steering wheel and various other cosmetic
touches. New safety technology also spreads throughout the Lucerne line. Stability control is
now available on V6 models, and all but base CX Lucernes can be ordered with lane-departure
and blind-spot warning systems. Even with these upgrades, however, the Lucerne continues to
disappoint in key areas, many of them related to its behavior on the road. Its handling and
braking are both subpar. Its large turning circle makes it cumbersome, and its abrupt steering
response feels mismatched to its otherwise lazy reactions. The four-speed automatic
transmission shifts smoothly enough, but its tall, widely spaced gear ratios hurt both
performance and mileage -- not a good thing in a class where competitors' transmissions offer
five or even six forward gears. Lucernes equipped with the base horsepower V6 feel especially
rudimentary alongside the powerful V6 family sedans available at this price point. The Buick
Lucerne is far more pleasant to drive with its Cadillac-sourced V8. Unfortunately, for that engine
in two levels of power has become restricted to the high-end CXS and Super models. Low
pricing on the Azera, Taurus and Sable makes these cars a much better value as well. The CX
comes with inch alloy wheels, keyless entry, full power accessories, cruise control, power
driver seat, OnStar telematics, an MP3-capable CD stereo with an auxiliary audio jack, satellite
radio, steering-wheel audio controls and an auto-dimming rearview mirror. The CXL adds inch
alloy wheels, leather upholstery, dual-zone automatic climate control, heated outside mirrors
and a power passenger seat. The CXS comes with inch alloy wheels, the Magnetic Ride Control
adaptive suspension, driver-seat memory, heated front seats, a power tilt-telescoping steering
wheel, a Harman Kardon audio system, a heated steering wheel, rain-sensing wipers, rear
parking sensors and remote vehicle start. The Lucerne Super adds a more powerful version of
the V8 engine; a firmer version of the adaptive suspension; unique wheels; chrome waterfall
grille and other Super-specific exterior styling touches; leather-wrapped instrument panel and a
heated wood steering wheel. Optional on all Lucernes are a CD changer, a sunroof, a lane
departure warning system and a system that warns the driver when other vehicles enter the
Buick's blind spots. Available on all but the base CX model are heated and cooled seats and a
navigation system, while the CX and CXL can be equipped with a front bench seat that
increases capacity to six people. Standard on the CXS is a 4. Both engines send their power to
the front wheels through a four-speed automatic transmission. Our test of a Lucerne with the hp
V8 yielded a mph time of 7. Standard across the Buick Lucerne line are antilock disc brakes,
traction control, front-seat side airbags and full-length side curtain airbags. Stability control and
brake assist are standard on the CXS and Super, and optional on other models. In National
Highway Traffic Safety Administration crash tests, the Lucerne earned a five-star rating out of
five for protection of the driver and front passenger in frontal impacts. A four-star rating was
given for side-impact protection of front and rear occupants. In Insurance Institute for Highway
Safety tests, the Lucerne scored a "Good" rating highest of four in frontal-offset testing and an
"Acceptable" second highest in the side-impact test. Though the suspension gets progressively
firmer with each trim level, a plush, serene ride is clearly every Lucerne's top priority -- and its
highest achievement. The cabin stays admirably tranquil, too. Acceleration is never more than
adequate with the V6, and just about any six-cylinder sedan you can name delivers better
performance. Lucerne V8 models are more competitive, but the outdated four-speed automatic
transmission takes some of the spirit out of the Northstar engine and real-world fuel economy
often falls well below the mpg mark. Handling is mediocre on the softly tuned Lucerne CX and
CXL models, which exhibit considerable body roll during cornering. The high-line CXS and
Super models are somewhat firmer and more controlled, due largely to their magnetic shocks
and inch wheels. Steering is problematic on any Lucerne: It's slow and wobbly on V6 models,
yet overly quick on V8 models. Finally, the brakes are disappointing. Pedal feel is fine, but
panic-stop distances are the longest of any full-size sedan in this price range. The Lucerne's

cabin is handsome and cleanly styled, and boasts simple, friendly controls. The leather
upholstery is soft, and the optional Harman Kardon stereo sounds great. Unfortunately, there
are still a few low-grade plastic pieces thrown into the mix, and fit and finish needs
improvement. The Lucerne comes standard with seats for five, but a split front bench seat can
be ordered on the lower-level CX and CXL for six-passenger capacity. Room is abundant in any
position, though seat comfort is only average, and the front heating devices can make the seats
torturously hot. In addition, the rear seat's head restraints aren't adjustable, and there is none in
the center. The trunk holds up to 17 cubic feet of cargo and features a ski pass-through.
Available styles include CXL 4dr Sedan 3. Doing so could save you hundreds or thousands of
dollars. Edmunds also provides consumer-driven dealership sales and service reviews to help
you make informed decisions about what cars to buy and where to buy them. Simply research
the type of car you're interested in and then select a used car from our massive database to find
cheap prew-owned vehicles for sale near you. Once you have identified a used vehicle you're
interested in, check the AutoCheck vehicle history reports, read dealer reviews, and find out
what other owners paid for the Used Buick Lucerne. Is it better to lease or buy a car? Ask most
people and they'll probably tell you that car buying is the way to go. And from a financial
perspective, it's true, provided you're willing to make higher monthly payments, pay off the loan
in full and keep the car for a few years. Leasing, on the other hand, can be a less expensive
option on a month-to-month basis. It's also good if you're someone who likes to drive a new car
every three years or so. Check out Buick lease specials Check out Buick Lucerne lease
specials. Popular searches. My notifications My Account. Review Features Save. View Photos.
Appraise this car. Sloppy handling on CX and CXL models, long braking distances, weak V6 for
this class, inconsistent build quality, high pricing. Other years. List Price Estimate. ZIP Code.
See all for sale. Edmunds' Expert Review. Vehicle overview. The Buick Lucerne becomes a
safer, more upscale sedan for Stability control is now optional on V6 models, and all Lucernes
now offer an optional lane departure warning system and a "Side Blind Zone Alert" system that
warns the driver when other vehicles enter the Buick's blind spots. Later in the model year, the
retro-inspired Lucerne Super model arrives to replace the high-end CXS trim. The Super
features a more powerful V8, upgraded suspension and unique styling cues inside and out.
Read more. Write a review See all 64 reviews. Great car, maybe a touch expensive. A little
baffled by some of the poor reviews I have seen. I'm 24 and have been driving this car for 2
years now, and I enjoy it. It's spacious, comfortable, quiet, and powerful enough. Never noticed
any major handling issues other than the large turn radius, and sometimes it can be difficult to
park in large spots. Also there seem to be a few blind spots that can get you in trouble if you're
not cautious. The trunk is pretty huge, and there is plenty of room for my 6'5'' frame something
I've had problems with in other cars like the Malibu and Impala. MPG's are pretty low, however.
Read less. Didn't I really rather have a Buick. Looked at a lot of cars before settling on this one
which I bought used. Must say that this is the most comfortable car I have ever driven. With the
Northstar V8, it is very quick to accelerate - I had to get used to the electronic gas pedal as it is
instantaneous, but the power and smoothness make it fast off the line and it easily and
extremely quickly accelerates to highway speed. I took it for a test drive before I bought it and
when I "floored" it on the highway, I was truly impressed. It's got more power than I will ever
really need. I've gotten Not great, but not bad for a full size, powerful luxury car. The interior is
soft, roomy, and has easy to understand controls. Trunk space is great, and my front bucket
seats are extremely comfortable for any length trip. Fit and finish are incredible, and the Harmon
Kardon stereo system is top notch. The quietness of the interior is amazing and the engine is
very smooth and "purrs" softly - even under heavy acceleration. Heated seats, heated washer
fluid and heated steering wheel are great extras, especially in the northeast where I live. I love
the lines of the car and it really does look sporty. I had always thought that the Buicks were for
the old folks - luxurious but lumbering cruise mobiles for the geriatric set. Boy was I wrong. Not
that this car would appeal much to anyone under 35 in my opinion, but it has a sporty style and
a lot of power with all the bells and whistles. Could not be happier with the purchase. Next car
I'll definitely look at the top end Buicks again. Best features - cooled seats, heated wiper fluid,
ride, sound system, styling. Worst features - turning radius, a few blind spots but the blind spot
assist is a very good aid. This is my follow up review since acquiring the car. Still delighted in
all areas. My drive to work is 17 miles each way - I average 20 MPG. Went out last weekend
between averaged 60 and 70 mph over a round trip. Computer showed Not bad for a V8.
Problems - the tire pressure monitored showed an inaccurate reading. Took it in and they
rebooted the computer - Problem fixed. Apparently the fact the car did not move for a couple of
months when I was abroad was the problem. Everyone that gets in for the first time is very
impressed with the drive comfort and lines of the car. I am one chuffed owner. I cannot praise
the car enough. If you can find it, buy it! Very reliable family sedan. My 4th Buick over 30 years.

And I sold them too!! See all 64 reviews of the Used Buick Lucerne. Write a review. Frontal
Barrier Crash Rating. Dynamic Test Result No Tip. Risk Of Rollover Not Rated. IIHS Rating. Side
Impact Test. See full safety scores. People who viewed this also viewed 4. Sponsored cars
related to the Lucerne. Sign Up. The following chart shows the 20 most common problems for
Buick Lucerne. The number one most common problem is related to the vehicle's electrical
system with 92 problems. The second most common problem is related to the vehicle's fuel
system, other 43 problems. In our research we use the PPMY index to compare the reliability of
vehicles. The PPMY index of a certain model is defined as the problems reported per thousand
vehicles per Year. The total sales of the Buick Lucerne in the United States are 66, units [1]. If
the total number of problems reported by Buick Lucerne owners in the last 12 years is , and the
age of the vehicle is 12, the PPMY index can then be calculated as. For more information, refer
to this page: A study of reliability comparison across Buick Lucerne model year vehicles. The
following chart shows the number of problems reported during each of the service years since
the debut of the Buick Lucerne in When making the decision between buying a new or used
Buick Lucerne, the following table can be used to compare the Buick Lucerne with the Buick
Lucerne from other model years. Note that the number of problems reported for the Lucerne is
while the average number of problems reported for the 6 model years of the Buick Lucerne is
Car Problems. Table 1. Common problems of the Buick Lucerne. Table 2. Table 3. Compare the
Buick Lucerne with other model years. Electrical System. Other Fuel System. Engine And
Engine Cooling. Service Brakes. Air Bag. Gasoline Fuel System. Electronic Stability Control.
Vehicle Speed Control. Power Train. Exterior Lighting. Unknown Or Other. Switch Year:
Reliability indicates how models have performed in the past, providing the basis for predicting
how the vehicles will hold up in the year ahead. These charts provide the most comprehensive
reliability information available to consumers. Based on information received from our latest
subscriber survey, our reliability history charts give you a rundown on how used vehicles are
holding up in 17 potential trouble spots, ranging from the engine, transmission, and brakes to
power equipment and the electrical system. Learn more about car Reliability. The Reliability
score is based on our latest subscriber survey of Buick Lucerne owners. The owner comments
describe problems respondents experienced with this vehicle. Alternator, starter, hybrid battery
and related systems, regular battery, battery cables, engine harness, coil, ignition switch,
electronic ignition, distributor or rotor failure, spark plugs and wires failure. Given the labor
cost of that, I had all the other lights replaced even though they were working". Irattic
operation". You have to lock the rear doors manually! I will not pay that. We were told to place
in under our chins if the remote didn't work. Still it doesn't open the car even if you,are 5 feet
away". After manually checking it, it is not. Also the door locks and key fobs do not work for
locking the doors. We must lock the rear doors by hand! Again benefit of the warning does not
justify". Shocks or struts, ball joints, tie rods, wheel bearings, alignment, steering linkage
includes rack and pinion , power steering pumps and hoses, leaks , wheel balance, springs or
torsion bars, bushings, electronic or air suspension. I have not had it repaired yet. The
mechanical part of the shock was still working but the auto-leveling function was gone.
Compressor and lines were still good. New shock with working air bladder fixed the problem".
The wheel bearings keep wearing out and need replacing over and over. One of the symptoms
is front vibration". Have always used GM parts but none were warrantied by GM and all failed
within months". Estimate of 6 gal water removed". Driver's side window did not roll all the way
up". The weather striping around the trunk started to let it leak into the trunk. Repair shop and
body shop unable to correct the situation. Have to "bail" the trunk after every rain". Buick and
Chevrolet dealers' service departments have unsuccessfully tried to find the source since the
car was new. No success I just live with it. Rattle stops when brakes are applied". Adjusting the
strike plate provided no relief". At a certain point, one becomes tolerant of it, but it should not
have happened despite early attempts to improve it". Wind noise at the top of the door".
Antilock system ABS , parking brake, master cylinder, calipers, rotors, pulsation or vibration,
squeaking, brake failure or wear. LaSabres, Lucerne's They all seem to be short of the proper
amount of braking power. Therefore the brakes require maintenance earlier than they should".
There were burn spots on the rotors so had to have those replaced not just brake pads. Power
or manual windows, locks and latches, tailgate, hatch or trunk, doors or sliding doors, mirrors,
seat controls, safety belts, sunroof, convertible top. It would still open the door, but it took two
hands; one to hold the opener and the other to open the door. We had it repaired at our local
shop. Repaired under extended warranty. It looks like chrome and metal but is made of plastic".
A labor-intensive repair. Other Buick owners in Internet forums have expressed their frustration
with this seemingly weak part that is constructed of plastic, not metal". The lock was replaced
at my expense". Parts used were plastic which I presume became briddle after 10 years. Part
was readily available and the advice what to do was also available. Replaced pump which is

located in fuel tank". I drove it to a service station where it was repaired". I installed a new
replacement accelerator pedal with sensors, but the cars computer needed to be put in a
learning mode to complete the repair. My local auto repair shop cleared the error codes and
returned the computer to the learning mode a couple of times before the repair worked. At the
same time my local auto repair shop cleared the error codes for the body height sensor that I
had recently replaces. Problem proved to be the secondary air sensor. Accessory belts and
pulleys, engine computer, engine mounts, engine knock or ping, oil leaks. No power steering
made for an interesting exit onto the shoulder of the roadway". All three mounts had been
replaced over the prior two years". Dealer customer service was poor. They finally changed
some gaskets but the car still uses over a quart of oil in less than miles". We declined. Cruise
control, clock, warning lights, body control module, keyless entry, wiper motor or washer, tire
pressure monitor, interior or exterior lights, horn, gauges, 12V power plug, remote engine start,
alarm or security system. The engine has three coils. This is the second coil to short out and
destroy the engine computer. The coli cracked as a result of an electrical surge. This shorted
out a computer module in the ignition system. This vehicle has three coils. This is the second
one to have this problem. Both times the engine quit while the vehicle was being driven".
Bluetooth , voice control commands, steering wheel controls, portable music device interface e.
Had to replace the entire stereo unit. I've found work-arounds. Service manager can't duplicate
error so problem can't be fixed". Radiator, cooling fan, antifreeze leaks, water pump, thermostat,
overheating. Needed replacing". Reported it multiple times to Buick service but they are unable
to find the problem". Had broken wires in door harness". Dealer estimates Entire dash has to
come out. Interior housing and computer needs to be replaced". Transmission rebuild or
replacement, torque converter, clutch replacement. Happened unexpectedly, could not predict
when or where. Great effort, time to get it to release". I have my car serviced at the dealership I
inf". Paint fading, chalking, cracking, or peeling , loose interior and exterior trim or moldings,
rust. Gear selector or linkage, leaks, transmission computer, transmission sensor or solenoid,
clutch adjustment, rough shifting, slipping transmission. The Buick also shut all power off at 70
miles per hour on the freeway a few years ago Engine rebuild or replacement, cylinder head,
head gasket, turbo or supercharger, timing chain or timing belt. Muffler, pipes, catalytic
converter, exhaust manifold, leaks. Reactivate now to get the information you were looking for!
If you feel you have received this message in error, please view our customer care FAQs or
access your account information here. Sign In. Become a Member. Remember Me. Not a
member? Need further assistance? Please call Member Services at Unlock Ratings. Used Buick
Lucerne Change Vehicle. Like many previous Buicks, the Lucerne's primary attributes are its
cushy ride, along with a roomy and mostly quiet interior. While the model also has a steadier
ride and better fit and finish than the LeSabre and Park Avenue models it replaced, the Buick
didn't rival the best competition. Its horsepower, 3. There are 3 recalls on this vehicle. Learn
More. Overall Reliability. Most Common Trouble Spots. Common Trouble Spot. See all Potential
Trouble Spots. View Recalls. Worse Better. Overall Reliability Verdict. Engine Major. Engine
Minor. Engine Cooling. Transmission Major. Transmission Minor. Drive System. Fuel System.
Electric System. Climate System. Body Integrity. Body Hardware. Power Equipment. In-car
Electronics. Show More Trouble Spots. Show Fewer Trouble Spots. Based on information
received from our latest subscriber survey for about , vehicles, our reliability history charts give
you a rundown on how through vehicles are holding up in 17 potential trouble spots, ranging
from the engine, transmission, and brakes to power equipment and the electrical system. NA
indicates that we did not receive a large enough sample size to provide data for a specific year.
An X indicates that the vehicle was not manufactured for a specific year. What Owners Say.
Body control module "back up modules fail every winter, not all modules but different ones
each time, I have disconnected them as there were getting two expensive to replace all the time,
very poor design! Given the labor cost of that, I had all the other lights replaced even though
they were working" Patrick M. Irattic operation" Leroy C. Alignment "replaced struts
alignement" Robert C. New shock with working air bladder fixed the problem" Andrew K. One of
the symptoms is front vibration" Thomas B. Driver's side window did not roll all the way up"
Jack K. Have to "bail" the trunk after every rain" Frederic H. Adjusting the strike plate provided
no relief" Robert K. At a certain point, one becomes tolerant of it, but it should not have
happened despite early attempts to improve it" Anonymous, ON Buick Lucerne CXS 4. Wind
noise at the top of the door" Marylou N. Doors or sliding doors "The driver's side door opener
broke inside the door such that it came loose when anyone tried to open the door. Other Buick
owners in Internet forums have expressed their frustration with this seemingly weak part that is
constructed of plastic, not metal" Bob M. The lock was replaced at my expense" Michael F.
Replaced pump which is located in fuel tank" Gerald M. Accessory belts or pulleys "The
"serpentine belt" snapped as we were entering a major highway. No power steering made for an

interesting exit onto the shoulder of the roadway" Patrick M. They finally changed some gaskets
but the car still uses over a quart of oil in less than miles" Anonymous, MN Buick Lucerne 3.
Coil "Coil shorted out which caused the engine computer to become inoperative and the engine
quit while I was driving. Both times the engine quit while the vehicle was being driven" Robert
S. Needed replacing" Walter L. Automatic climate control "Door inside dash failed" Leroy C. Had
broken wires in door harness" Leroy C. Interior housing and computer needs to be replaced"
Mark R. Transmission rebuild or replacement "Key would not release. Great effort, time to get it
to release" B O. Loose interior trim or moldings "Carpet trim came loose and blocked parking
brake" J N. Head gasket "Cam cover gaskets leaked; were replaced" Craig C. Catalytic
converter "there was no operating issue. See All Trouble Spots. Compare Models. Similar Cars.
Buick Lucerne. Chevrolet Impala. Ford Taurus. Lexus LS. Mercury Sable. Toyota Avalon. This
score shows whether the model had more or fewer problems overall than the average model of
that year, calculated from the total number of problems reported by subscribers in all 17 trouble
spots. If the key is not in the run position, the air bags may not deploy if the vehicle is involved
in a crash, increasing the risk of injury. Additionally, a key knocked out of the run position will
cause loss of engine power, power steering, and power braking, increasing the risk of a vehicle
crash. Read Recall Details. This defect can affect the safe operation of the airbag system. Until
this recall is performed, customers should remove all items from their key rings, leaving only
the ignition key. The key fob if applicable , should also be removed from the key ring. In the
affected vehicles, the weight on the key ring and road conditions or some other jarring event
may cause the ignition switch to move out of the run position, turning off the engine. What
should you do:. GM will notify owners, and dealers will install two key rings and an insert in the
key slot or a cover over the key head on all ignition keys, free of charge. The recall began on
September 23, Owners may contact General Motors customer service at Buick , Cadillac , and
Chevrolet. GM's number for this recall is Potential Number of Units Affected: Hide Recall
Details. Check Vehicle for Unrepaired Recalls. Recall Look-up. Change Vehicle. Ready to Shop
Local Inventory? Select Another Vehicle. More From Consumer Reports. Make a Donation
Newsletters Give a Gift. You no longer have digital access to ratings and reviews. A majority of
all used US imports have either been in accidents, been stolen, been flooded, salvaged and
rebuilt and shipped to Europe or are subject to open recalls. For 30 years, CARFAX has been
collecting data on US vehicles from thousands of sources and has helped millions of used car
shoppers reduce their risk of getting stuck with a vehicle that has costly hidden problems. For
more than 30 years, CARFAX has been helping millions of used car shoppers make better
purchase decisions and avoid expensive hidden problems. In addition, CARFAX has helped
used car dealers around the world to build trust with their customers and sell their American
cars with confidence. With more than 14 billion records, CARFAX has built up its database with
the help of its partners and sources, including government offices, law enforcement agencies,
service and repair shops, car dealerships, insurance companies and many more. In addition to
publicly available information, CARFAX has collected information from many independent
reliable sources. Thanks for the service, the price was absolutely worth. Immediately to the
Internet, paid with credit card and in 10 minutes I had the report. Vehicle imported from
California to Lithuania. For some weeks "Babs" is now with us and we have a lot of fun with the
car. Buying Used American Cars? Search by VIN. Instant Access. We offer you unique vehicle
history to help you make better purchase decisions. Trusted by millions of users. Worldwide
market leader. The most popular blog articles How to detect mileage rollback? Mileage rollback
is one of the most occurring types of fraud in the selling process of used cars. However, there
are ways to detect mileage fraud. Even though odometer fraud is difficult to detect for the
untrained eye, it is not an impossible task. Import a car from the USA. There are a few
advantages to buying a American used car. Check the Service History of a Car. How important
is the service history of a car? CARFAX takes a look at these questions and explains the
importance of the service history of a car, as well as where you can find the complete history of
service records. Make a VIN Search. The car is also very luxurious, especially in Super form,
which features niceties such as a leather-finished dashboard and a heated wood steering wheel.
Click here to read our full review of the Buick Lucerne. The Super replaces the CXS, which
means there are likely some good deals on leftover examples of that model. As well as the
standard hp V-8, the Super gets different steering gear, a recalibrated suspension, standard
inch wheels and tires, a stability-control system, and a raft of luxury features. The V-8 CXL also
goes away. The StabiliTrak stability-control system is available on the CX and CXL models, XM
Satellite radio is now standard on all models, and blind-spot-alert and lane-departure-warning
systems are now available. The base CX is equipped with a 3. To many old-style Buick buyers,
the most important option availab
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le on the CX and CXL is a bench front seat that replaces the front buckets and provides room
for six occupants. Buick is pretty sensible with its options packages. Front, front-side, and
curtain airbags are standard on all Lucernes, along with four-wheel anti-lock disc brakes. A
stability-control system is standard on the Super and available on the CX and CXL, which both
include traction control. A blind-spot system that illuminates an LED warning in the outside
mirrors is available on all three models, along with a camera-based lane-departure warning
system that will tell drivers if they are wandering out of their lane. New Cars. Buyer's Guide.
Type keyword s to search. Today's Top Stories. Specs Detailed. View Photos. This content is
created and maintained by a third party, and imported onto this page to help users provide their
email addresses. You may be able to find more information about this and similar content at
piano. Advertisement - Continue Reading Below. More From Reviews.

