Dodge grand caravan alternator replacement

A bad alternator can leave your Dodge Caravan without power and unable to move. The battery
stores enough voltage to be able to start the engine without the assistance of an alternator. It is
turned by a serpentine belt. Most of the time, when replacing an alternator, the alternator itself
is relatively affordable. Here are the most common symptoms of a bad alternator in a Dodge
Caravan:. The battery light is designed to tell you that there is not enough voltage to properly
charge the battery, or that the battery itself is not holding the proper voltage. In rare occasions
the service engine soon light may light up. Outside of the battery warning light, a dead battery is
the most common symptom of a bad alternator. As the alternator can no longer supply your
Caravan with an adequate power supply, it will begin to feed off of the reserve in the battery.
Once this battery reserve hits a certain level, the vehicle will begin to run erratically and will no
longer start when the key is turned. Often, the battery light will come on, the alternator gets
replaced, and then a few days later the vehicle dies. Nearly any auto parts store will test your
battery for free to see if it holds a charge. As the ignition system is no longer able to produce a
full powered spark, the engine will begin to sputter and stall. If you find yourself in a position
where you suspect that your voltage is dropping, but you need to safely get off the highway,
turn off everything that you possibly can. That will allow all of the limited voltage in the battery
to go to the ignition system. Dimming headlights are one of the most common signs of a bad
alternator in the Dodge Caravan. As your Caravan begins to eat through the voltage stored in
the battery, the headlights will begin to fade. Many accessories in a vehicle require quite a bit of
voltage. Heated seats, the blower motor, power windows, and even the radio will work erratically
or not work at all when the alternator is bad. Some alternators go bad right away, and some
slowly lose their ability to charge under heavy loads. The ones that fail completely are easy to
diagnose. The battery drains and you are stuck with a vehicle that goes nowhere. The challenge
is diagnosing an alternator that is just not quite charging like it needs to be. You can easily
diagnose it with almost any multimeter. They should get brighter after the engine starts, since
the voltage is increasing by almost 2 volts. Now with the engine idling, rev it up a little bit. Did
the headlights get brighter as you increase the RPM? This is a very strong indication that the
alternator has in fact gone bad. This test depends a lot on you to notice very subtle differences
in lighting. It should not be used in substitute for checking the voltage as described directly
above. Over the life of any vehicle, the alternator is going to go bad. Good luck diagnosing the
alternator in your Caravan. If there is anything that you would like to add, please leave a
comment below. Here are the most common symptoms of a bad alternator in a Dodge Caravan:
A typical alternator Battery Light The battery light is designed to tell you that there is not
enough voltage to properly charge the battery, or that the battery itself is not holding the proper
voltage. Dead Battery Outside of the battery warning light, a dead battery is the most common
symptom of a bad alternator. Dim headlights Dimming headlights are one of the most common
signs of a bad alternator in the Dodge Caravan. Electric Accessory Issues Many accessories in
a vehicle require quite a bit of voltage. Dodge Caravan Bad Alternator Diagnosis Some
alternators go bad right away, and some slowly lose their ability to charge under heavy loads. A
multi-meter is the most effective tool for diagnosing a bad alternator Get a multimeter. Set it to
read voltage. With the engine off, you should get a reading somewhere between If you got Now,
assuming that the alternator was producing over 14 volts, go ahead and turn on the headlights,
air conditioner, radio, and any other accessory you can think of, and run the same test all over
again. Conclusion Over the life of any vehicle, the alternator is going to go bad. The Dodge
Grand Caravan is known for supplying a buyer with a way to get great gas mileage while also
being a car with style and is sure to turn heads all the time. Dodge automobiles have developed
a storied and solid tradition of providing hand-crafted distinction. Dodge takes pride in building
vehicles that are dependable and fuel efficient in order to meet their loyal customers'
requirements. When all you require is a frugal, well-designed, dependable car: the Dodge meets
the challenge. If great gas mileage and long lasting performance are required for your regular
commute, vehicle owners trust vehicles manufactured by Dodge. People who appreciate
performance realize that only the best quality parts should be used. A car's Dodge Grand
Caravan Alternator replenishes a battery as you drive and also supplies the electric system
when the automobile is operated. Whenever the Dodge Grand Caravan Alternator is broken, the
motor will run but no electricity can be created. They are available for the following Dodge
Grand Caravan years: , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , 20, 19, 18, 17, 16, 15, 14, 13, 12, 11,
10, 09, 08, 07, 06, 05, 04, 03, 02, 01, 00, 99, 98, 97, 96, 95, 94, 93, 92, 91, I recently ordered an
alternator for my dodge van. I was very satisfied with it. It was as good as if not better than the
one that was on it. The only thing that would have made it better would have been if it installed
it's self it was a bear. Thanks guys! Great product ,great price, fast shipping, good installation
instructions, good communication. I actually enjoy car parts since I started using Parts Geek.
They always have good parts at great prices and it's so convenient to drop-shop directly to the

repair shop I use. Skip to main content Menu. Close X. Call To Order: To return a part, simply
submit a support ticket within 30 days of ordering and we will issue you an RMA number to
return your product. See customer service page for refund and return details. We scour the web
to make sure PartsGeek always has low prices. You can buy with confidence! Click to Enlarge.
Replacement Alternator. Shipping Options: Free Ground Shipping. Pure Energy N Alternator.
Pure Energy Alternator. Core Price [? Product Note: Remanufactured -- With amp Alternator.
Product SKU: W Important Product Info: Amp. Remy Alternator. Power Generation amps A.
Product SKU: TYC Alternator. A Dodge Grand Caravan has been one of the better vans on the
road overall. However, if your Dodge Grande Caravan alternator stops working then you may
feel otherwise about your van. A faulty alternator can leave you stranded on the side of the
road. An alternator is a piece of your vehicle that generates electric power and is a major
contributing component in your vehicle's charging system. The alternator is responsible for
charging the battery and supplying additional electrical power to your vehicles electrical
system. It is easy to see why this part is so important to check if you feel you are having Dodge
Grand Caravan alternator problems. Symptoms of a Problem A few very consistent signs that
your alternator may be going bad is your headlights start to become dim, a dash light coming
on just for a moment, Dodge Grand Caravan alternator noise, or flickering gauges. If this is the
case, then it may be time for a Dodge Grand Caravan alternator replacement. Replace or
Repair? Can someone explain about repairing an alternator compared to just replacing it? The
biggest challenge with a local repair shop or you personally repairing an alternator is not having
a warranty afterward. A new alternator will have a warranty on it. You are very likely to spend
the same time repairing a Dodge Grand Caravan alternator as you will too replace it. Also, the
money spent on a repair will be very close to the money spent on a new one. It makes sense to
spend a little extra for the new alternator and gain some peace of mind knowing you won't have
to worry about any replacement cost again while it is still under the warranty. Can I Do the Job
Myself? Changing your alternator on your van is fairly simple. The job should only take 30
minutes to an hour and requires only a couple tools. The tools necessary are a pry bar,
serpentine belt tool, and some socket and ratchets. If you get stuck, you can watch any number
of detailed videos online to help you with the proper steps. One point to remember is to remove
the negative black battery cable first and wrap it in a clean cloth so it doesn't arc against any
other metal while you replace your Dodge Caravan alternator. If you are confident about doing
the work yourself all you need is to get a new alternator. When you selected your van you
selected one of the best. When replacing your Dodge Grand Caravan alternator use the same
strategy, select the best part at the best price. Go to PartsGeek. We sell alternators for all cars,
trucks, and vans. We focus on keeping our overhead low so we can keep our prices low and you
save money. Read more reviews. Catalog: E. Vehicle Engine Dodge Grand Caravan. Catalog: B.
Catalog: A. Vehicle Dodge Grand Caravan. Catalog: H. Catalog: C. Catalog: T. Catalog: P.
Catalog: Q. Catalog: S. Catalog: N. Made it to the wedding didn't drive vehicle all weekend. On
the way back about an hour into trip battery light came on odometer began to bounce up and
down began loosing power could barely make it up the hills, scared for our lives while driving
on busy highway. Pulled off at an exit no service stations available still 3 hours from home.
Battery light went off continued on our way home. An hour from home light came on again
began to loose power, costed to nearest service station, turned vehicle off and completely dead
at this point. Would not turn back on service station could not jump the vehicle and said it was
the alternator but they couldn't get the part until the next day. Stranded an hour from had to call
sister in law to come get us and all of our luggage, had vehicle towed to dealer where bought
van. They said it was the alternator but battery was good. Only 56, miles on the vehicle. When I
called the dealer for the part aftermarket part not available they said they had 1 in stock. He said
that they were flying off the shelf. So many being used, hum, you mean that there is no problem
with this part. Sounds like a part that should be covered under a recall. Our issue occurred on a
trip back from DC We found open Auto Zone Store who tested battery and alternator Continued
with trip and the vehicle stalled on interstate outside of Wilkes Barr Pa That said, I just
considered this normal running repairs, we spent the night in a hotel This is where it gets
interesting Pep Boys didn't have one?? One can only conclude, if there's this much demand for
a specific part to the point dealers and repair shops can't keep them on the shelves, why isn't
there a recall on Dodge alternators! My guess is since it's not a safety issue, there will never be
a recall. Last year my alternator went out and because it is a special alternator, even in , no one
carried it in stock. I ended up having to order it off of eBay so that I could get it fixed. I hired a
mechanic to come over and help me put it on and let me tell, it is a pain in the ass to get to it.
You cannot even visually inspect the belts because everything is so crammed in the side since
the engine is turned sideways, bad idea DODGE. Give me a freaking break. So there was no
problem there. But,, the alternator that Dodge chose to use in the vehicle is not adequate. I

never owned a vehicle where I had to replace the alternator more than once. This is totally
unacceptable and should be recalled and the cost should be the expense of GM. Leaving a
parking lot and vehicle 'sounded' a bit off, but within a minute or so after leaving lot, Check
Engine light popped on quickly followed close behind by ABS light, ESC and Airbag Warning.
Warning lights were cycling in random order. I made another block and pulled into the grocery
parking lot and turned her off. I wasn't sure what was happening at this point. Left the hood
open and attempted to start which she did but rapidly 'died'. Male shopper tried boosting van
and van started, ran a minute or so, then slowly 'died' again. Second boost did nothing to help
start. Service rep said alternator right off to which I countered "At 33, km!!! I had a 14 year old
Grand Caravan that never had a new alternator. Next morning, Service Rep says alternator and
battery were soaked in coolant, fan belt covered in oil - strange that I did not see or smell oil or
coolant as of the day before alternator blew. I had topped up washer fluid and the engine was
clean. That oil alone would have been very noticeable as I had driven at highway speeds both
the day of and before. Insurance company requested that Dealership do an electrical diagnostic,
check fuse panel and ECM, that Insurance would pay for, all of which were refused by dealer.
Though Service Rep had clearly stated on work order that alternator and fan belt were soaking
in coolant and oil, nothing was checked beyond replacing alternator and battery. My Insurance
company told me that the unrepaired electrical problem s causing the alternator to blow could
in future cause an electrical fire probably when I am driving her. This is a wheelchair van for my
disabled daughter and was purchased based on positive experience with a Grand Caravan and
for my piece of mind. I have a recent spinal injury and greatly depend on this vehicle to get us to
medical appointments, to my employment, to church and the rare times that we can geocache.
This is the first time that I have truly loved my van but now I am afraid every time I take her out.
How can Dodge not follow through when a problem presents. Alternators do not destroy
themselves at 33K kilometres. I am a Scientist as well as a Registered Nurse and I would look
for the cause of the problem not repair just the problem. There was the usual blurb about
expired warranty [68 days prior to alternator failure], warranty coverage only due to factory
defect and owner accepting financial responsibility otherwise, but it is a start. Not sure how the
alternator can now be checked for factory defect as dealership refused to return it even though I
would pay the core charge. Will update when I hear back from Chrysler Canada. I just don't
understand why at 50, miles I have to replace the alternator at a cost of After reading other
complaints it seems like there is an ongoing issue with alternators. The battery light has been
coming on and off for couple weeks now. When battery light comes on it's apparent the
alternator is not charging but then sometimes light goes off and alternator starts charging
again. Was at Walmart today and van would not start when I came out. Dead battery. So I had
somebody jump start me and started right up and no batt. Light on. Called local dodge dealer to
check availability on alternator. Parts guy said that's a common problem and they had sold at
least six in the past couple months and always keep a few in Stock. The best part is dodge
knows it's a problem and keeps them in Stock at the dealers. Parts guy explained that they don't
pick what parts they keep in inventory. Dodge keeps their inventory for them except for special
order parts. Wow is all can say. So Anyway my alternator was replaced with one identical to
oem same piece of junk hopefully light stays off and battery stays charged. If you have a
for-profit service, contact us. Most Common Solutions: replaced alternator 9 reports not sure 2
reports. Find something helpful? Spread the word. Share on Facebook Retweet this page Email
this page. Helpful websites No one has added a helpful site for this Grand Caravan problem yet.
Be the first! Find a good Dodge mechanic Read reviews of repair shops in your area. Enter your
zip code: A free service from CarTalk. Send Comment Add Complaint. Alternator now charges
over 17 volts and shuts off the dash and interior. Search CarComplaints. Comment Disabled
Add Complaint. Not what you are looking for? Search for something else:. The alternator is a
very important part of the Dodge Caravan's electrical system -- it keeps the van powered by
converting mechanical energy to electrical to keep the battery recharged. A bad alternator will
cause the battery to lose power quickly and needs to be replaced. The exact method of
changing an alternator will vary, especially depending on the type of engine your Caravan has,
so check with your mechanic before you take on this task yourself. Disconnect the negative
black cable from the van's battery by loosening its cable clamp nut with a wrench. Place the
disconnected wire someplace secure to prevent it from touching the battery terminal.
Disconnect the field wire from the stud, then disconnect the field wire electrical connector from
the alternator. Remove the alternator's drive belt by rotating the tensioner with a wrench on the
tensioner pulley leg -- the direction you need to turn it will vary depending on the engine type -and slipping the belt off the loosened tensioner. You may need to remove the power steering
drive belt first. Remove all bolts securing the alternator in place -- there should be two or three
of them -- and remove the alternator from the vehicle. Reinstall the drive belt, making sure you

route it in the same path as before. A diagram often is printed on the side of the engine
compartment to aid this. Reconnect the negative battery cable. Step 1 Disconnect the negative
black cable from the van's battery by loosening its cable clamp nut with a wrench. Step 3
Remove the alternator's drive belt by rotating the tensioner with a wrench on the tensioner
pulley leg -- the direction you need to turn it will vary depending on the engine type -- and
slipping the belt off the loosened tensioner. Step 4 Remove all bolts securing the alternator in
place -- there should be two or three of them -- and remove the alternator from the vehicle. Step
5 Mount the new alternator in place and attach the bolts. Step 6 Reinstall the drive belt, making
sure you route it in the same path as before. You may need to disconnect other parts to access
the alternator, depending on the year and engine type of your Caravan. These can include the
air intake duct, the EVAP purge system solenoid, the lower splash shield or the oil dipstick tube.
Our mobile mechanics offer services 7 days a week. Upfront and transparent pricing. Our
certified mobile mechanics can come to your home or office 7 days a week between 7 AM and 9
PM. The alternator is the component that charges the battery in your car. When you use
electrical components in your car stereo, lights, etc. The alternator recharges the battery,
replenishing the lost battery power. The alternator is located in the engine compartment. If the
alternator is not working properly, your car will only stay running for as long as the battery has
power stored. Once the battery loses power, your car will not start. Normally, a malfunctioning
alternator will turn on the battery warning light or will have a low volt gauge reading. The
mechanic should check the entire charging system before installing a new alternator, including
checking battery cables for corrosion and the condition of the battery. Ask your mechanic to
inspect the condition of the charging system during every major service. The mechanic should
also clean and tighten the battery cables during every major service. Your alternator charges
your battery, which powers the electronics in your vehicle, such as the radio and the air
conditioning. The battery is also needed to turn on your vehicle. Dodge Grand Caravan
Alternator Repair at your home or office. Estimate price near me. Service Location.
YourMechanic Benefits Online Booking. Mechanic comes to you. Free 50 point safety
inspection. See availability. Alternator Repair Service How does an alternator help your car run?
Before repairing the alternator: The mechanic should check the entire charging system before
installing a new alternator, including checking battery cables for corrosion and the condition of
the battery. Steps when replacing an alternator: Inspect entire charging system battery, cables,
alternator. Inspect the drive belts. Test alternator output. Remove and replace alternator if found
to be faulty. Re-test alternator output. Our recommendation for alternator replacements: Ask
your mechanic to inspect the condition of the charging system during e
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very major service. What common symptoms indicate you may need to replace the Alternator?
Dead battery or battery will not hold a charge. Dim lights. Battery warning light is on. Why
repairing your alternator is important: Your alternator charges your battery, which powers the
electronics in your vehicle, such as the radio and the air conditioning. Yourmechanic was
featured in. Popular Dodge Jobs. Auto service in Your City. Meet some of our expert Dodge
mechanics Real customer reviews from Dodge owners like you. Excellent Rating. Rating
Summary. Jeshua 5 years of experience. Request Jeshua. Joshua was on time and very
professional. He knew what he was doing and got everything done quickly. Great job! Mike 10
years of experience. Request Mike. Mike was there on time, was extremely helpful and
professional. Alec 8 years of experience. Request Alec. Explained everything for me and
answered questions so graciously. Awesome service. How can we help? Read FAQ. Service
type Alternator Repair.

