Ford ranger idler pulley noise

This page is for personal, non-commercial use. Idler pulleys are engine pulleys that are
responsible for guiding and tensioning the engine drive belts. The engine drive belts are routed
in a specific manner around the various engine accessories, such as the alternator , water
pump, power steering pump , and AC compressor. The idler pulley is meant to provide another
smoothly rotating point for the engine belt to loop around, so that the desired routing can be
achieved. Most engines use one idler pulley, and one tensioner pulley, though some designs do
use more than one idler. Over time, idler pulleys will eventually wear out and need to be
replaced. Usually a bad or failing idler pulley will produce a few symptoms that can notify the
driver of an issue. One of the first symptoms of an issue with an idler pulley is visible wear on
the pulley. Over time, as the pulley spins against the belt, both components will eventually start
to wear. This may lead to visible scoring marks on the surface of the pulley, as a result of
contact with the belt. Eventually the pulley and belt will wear to the point of reducing tension,
which may lead to the belt slipping. Another common symptom of a possible issue with the idler
pulley is squealing from the engine belts. If the surface of the idler pulley wears, or the pulley
seizes or binds it may cause the engine belt to squeal as a result of it rubbing against the
surface of the pulley. In some instances a bad pulley may bind or slip and cause the belt to
squeal when the engine is first started. The issue will eventually worsen as the pulley continues
to wear. Another symptom, more visible, symptom of an issue with the idler pulley is a damaged
bearing or pulley. In more serious cases, the bearing, or pulley itself may wear out to the point
of breaking or cracking, and coming apart, or seizing. This can upset the rotation of the belt and
lead to all sorts of problems. A broken or seized pulley can quickly lead to a torn belt, or in less
serious cases, the belt falling off of the engine. Idler pulleys are a common component found on
the majority of road going vehicles that will eventually require replacement, especially in high
mileage vehicles. If you suspect that your idler pulley may be having an issue, have the vehicle
inspected by a professional technician, such as one from YourMechanic, to determine if the
pulley should be replaced. This article originally appeared on YourMechanic. Autoblog is
partnering with YourMechanic to bring many of the repair and maintenance services you need
right to you. Get service at your home or office 7 days a week with fair and transparent pricing.
We get it. Ads can be annoying. But ads are also how we keep the garage doors open and the
lights on here at Autoblog - and keep our stories free for you and for everyone. And free is
good, right? If you'd be so kind as to allow our site, we promise to keep bringing you great
content. Thanks for that. And thanks for reading Autoblog. Symptoms of a Bad or Failing Idler
Pulley. Share 0 Comments. Visibly worn pulleys One of the first symptoms of an issue with an
idler pulley is visible wear on the pulley. Belt squealing Another common symptom of a
possible issue with the idler pulley is squealing from the engine belts. Damaged bearing or
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that action. You must have JavaScript enabled to experience the new Autoblog. Please follow
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pulley. I have a ford ranger with the big 4. I replaced the idler tensioner pulley because of noise.
It came apart after I took the single bolt off. Went to Autozone bought one. Everything was fine
for two months started making a knocking noise only at low idle. If I raise the idle just slightly It
waa ok. Replaced it with another one. And not even two days it started doing the same thing.
Looks like the belt runs straight. All pulleys are tight. Any suggestions? Join Date: Dec Posts: 1,
Join Date: Feb Posts: If not ford atleast go napa. Anything is better then autozone. Join Date:
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Off Idler pulleys are engine pulleys that are responsible for guiding and tensioning the engine
drive belts. The engine drive belts are routed in a specific manner around the various engine
accessories, such as the alternator , water pump, power steering pump , and AC compressor.
The idler pulley is meant to provide another smoothly rotating point for the engine belt to loop
around, so that the desired routing can be achieved. Most engines use one idler pulley, and one
tensioner pulley, though some designs do use more than one idler. Over time, idler pulleys will
eventually wear out and need to be replaced. Usually a bad or failing idler pulley will produce a
few symptoms that can notify the driver of an issue. One of the first symptoms of an issue with
an idler pulley is visible wear on the pulley. Over time, as the pulley spins against the belt, both
components will eventually start to wear. This may lead to visible scoring marks on the surface
of the pulley, as a result of contact with the belt. Eventually the pulley and belt will wear to the
point of reducing tension, which may lead to the belt slipping. Another common symptom of a
possible issue with the idler pulley is squealing from the engine belts. If the surface of the idler
pulley wears, or the pulley seizes or binds it may cause the engine belt to squeal as a result of it
rubbing against the surface of the pulley. In some instances a bad pulley may bind or slip and
cause the belt to squeal when the engine is first started. The issue will eventually worsen as the
pulley continues to wear. Another symptom, more visible, symptom of an issue with the idler
pulley is a damaged bearing or pulley. In more serious cases, the bearing, or pulley itself may
wear out to the point of breaking or cracking, and coming apart, or seizing. This can upset the
rotation of the belt and lead to all sorts of problems. A broken or seized pulley can quickly lead
to a torn belt, or in less serious cases, the belt falling off of the engine. Idler pulleys are a
common component found on the majority of road going vehicles that will eventually require
replacement, especially in high mileage vehicles. If you suspect that your idler pulley may be
having an issue, have the vehicle inspected by a professional technician, such as one from
YourMechanic, to determine if the pulley should be replaced. The most popular service booked
by readers of this article is Vehicle Engine Mechanical Inspection. Our certified mobile
mechanics perform over services, including diagnostics, brakes, oil changes, scheduled
mileage maintenances, and will come to you with all necessary parts and tools. Our certified
mobile mechanics make house calls in over 2, U. Fast, free online quotes for your car repair.
Vehicle Engine Mechanical Inspection Cost. Service Location. Visibly worn pulleys One of the
first symptoms of an issue with an idler pulley is visible wear on the pulley. Belt squealing
Another common symptom of a possible issue with the idler pulley is squealing from the engine
belts. Damaged bearing or pulley Another symptom, more visible, symptom of an issue with the
idler pulley is a damaged bearing or pulley. Home Articles. The statements expressed above are
only for informational purposes and should be independently verified. Please see our terms of
service for more details. Excellent Auto Repair Ratings. YourMechanic Auto Repair. Related
Articles. Recent Vehicle Engine Mechanical Inspection reviews. Excellent Rating. Rating
Summary. Tony 15 years of experience. Request Tony. Tony was on time and finished the repair
quickly. The car runs great now thanks to him. Excellent service. Theodore 16 years of
experience. Request Theodore. Theodore was very knowledgeable. I called him in to look at my
door lock problem and he was able to find out what the real issue was. In addition of that, he
also spotted some damages under my door panel done by the car dealership where I bought my
car, and also pointed out that the car battery that came with the car was half of the size of the
factory one. I was really grateful to have him as my mechanic. He already saved me a fortune
and I would recommend him to anyone that needs a helping hand. Good job Theodore! Honda
Accord - Battery - Seattle, Washington. He was on time, knew what he was talking about and
made sure I didn't do anything not needed. Rusty 23 years of experience. Request Rusty. Great
overall impressions. Vechile is driveable and runs terrific now. Raymond 37 years of experience.
Request Raymond. Talent and passion for what you do in any field is critical, Raymond seems
to have both. I have dealt with many Mechanics in my day Raymond is one of the best. Thank
you sir. Need Help With Your Car? Related articles. How Belt Pulleys Work There There are two
main types of car pulleys: crank pulleys, and accessory pulleys. Most pulleys are driven by a
main crank pulley, which is bolted onto the crankshaft. When the engine is operating, the crank
pulley rotates, transferring motion Read more. A common problem that car owners experience
is high or low engine idle. A damaged intake gasket, cold air intake, or PCV valve can cause idle
issues. Among Among the most important factors in having a smooth running car is a
consistent idle speed. Having the incorrect idle speed can lead to a variety of different issues.
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that have to Related questions Car stumbles at idle but fine when drive or push gas peddle
Hello, thank you for writing in. There are a huge number of components that can contribute to a
rough idle. Always start by scanning the vehicle for diagnostic codes regardless of a warning
light being on. If no codes come Rough misfire at idle. Generally, misfires are caused by either a
spark or fuel issue or in cases, a combination of both. Spark related problems generally will
result from things like ignition coils, crankshaft position sensor, spark plugs, spark plug wires
or ignition modules Battery indicator light coming on The charging indicator light comes on
when your vehicle is not charging or you have an ignition cylinder binding and not coming to
the full run position. The ignition switch and key lock cylinder may be at fault. The rough
Browse other content. Schedule your Vehicle Engine Mechanical Inspection today! Vehicle
Engine Mechanical Inspection Price. How can we help? Read FAQ.

