Ford speed sensor

This information is sent to the electronic computer module ECM , where it is shared with other
vehicle systems that depend on this data. To correct your VSS-related problem, know where it is
located and how to replace it. Back your truck up onto a set of car ramps. Set the parking brake
and chock the front wheels. Crawl under the truck and locate the VSS mounted on the rear axle
differential facing the front of the vehicle. Push down on the tabs on the wiring connector and
pull it from the sensor. Remove the sensor holding bolt with a 10 mm wrench turned in a
counterclockwise direction. Pull the sensor from the differential. Install a new sensor in the
reverse order. Drive the car onto a set of car ramps. Set the parking brake and chock the rear
wheels. Crawl under the car and locate the VSS on the tail shaft of the transmission, which is
near where the drive draft connects to the transmission. Push down on the release tab on the
VSS and pull the speedometer cable from the sensor. Pull the VSS from the transmission tail
shaft. Install a new VSS in the reverse order. Raise the wheel on the sensor needing replaced
there is a VSS mounted on each corner of the car with a floor jack until the wheel is off the
ground. Place a jack stand under the frame rail and lower the jack. Remove the lug nuts with a
lug wrench turned in a counterclockwise direction. Remove the wheel and place it aside. Locate
the VSS behind the brake rotor. Spray penetrating fluid on the sensor and let it soak in for a few
minutes. Push in on the tabs on the wiring connector and pull it out of the VSS. Remove the
VSS holding bolt with a 7 mm wrench turned in a counterclockwise direction. Carefully pull the
VSS from its mounting surface. Insert a new VSS in the reverse order. Step 1 Back your truck up
onto a set of car ramps. Step 2 Crawl under the truck and locate the VSS mounted on the rear
axle differential facing the front of the vehicle. Step 3 Push down on the tabs on the wiring
connector and pull it from the sensor. Step 1 Drive the car onto a set of car ramps. Step 2 Crawl
under the car and locate the VSS on the tail shaft of the transmission, which is near where the
drive draft connects to the transmission. Step 3 Push down on the release tab on the VSS and
pull the speedometer cable from the sensor. Step 4 Push down on the tabs on the wiring
connector and pull it from the sensor. Step 2 Remove the lug nuts with a lug wrench turned in a
counterclockwise direction. Step 3 Locate the VSS behind the brake rotor. Step 4 Push in on the
tabs on the wiring connector and pull it out of the VSS. Ford Motor Company offers a wide
range of vehicles, including sedans, sports cars, minivans, SUVs and full-size pickup trucks.
Whichever Ford model you own, the transmission is equipped with a speed sensor. The
transmission speed sensor is used to monitor and control your speed. The transmission speed
sensor sends the current rate of speed to your speedometer to show you just how fast you are
traveling. If you notice your speedometer begins to jump around, or does not work at all, the
speed sensor should be replaced immediately. Replacing the speed sensor requires just a few
tools. Park the Ford vehicle on a level surface and allow the vehicle to cool for 30 minutes. Jack
up the front of the Ford to give yourself enough room to slide underneath it. You will need to
access the transmission from below to gain easy access to the speed sensor. Slide under the
vehicle and locate the speed sensor. On a Ford transmission, the sensor is located on the driver
side of the transmission, toward the rear of the unit. The sensor is a magnetic unit that screws
into the transmission and has an electrical connector plugged into it. Refer to your owner's
manual, if needed. Remove the electrical connector. Depress the release tabs on the sides of
the connector and pull the connector away from the sensor. The sensor can now be removed.
Twist and loosen the sensor from the transmission with a wrench. Remove the sensor by
pulling it straight out of the transmission. Install the new speed sensor. Place the sensor into
the appropriate spot on the transmission. Secure the sensor by twisting it clockwise with the
wrench until the sensor cannot be twisted any more. Plug the electrical connector into the new
sensor until it clicks into place. The sensor is now installed. Slide out from underneath the
vehicle. Slowly lower the jack. The sensor is now ready for use. Johnathan Cronk is a freelance
writer and began writing at the age of Throughout his career he has specialized in sports,
how-to and advice articles. He has also written sales pitches in the corporate setting since Step
1 Park the Ford vehicle on a level surface and allow the vehicle to cool for 30 minutes. Step 2
Jack up the front of the Ford to give yourself enough room to slide underneath it. Step 3 Slide
under the vehicle and locate the speed sensor. Step 4 Remove the electrical connector. For
more information go to In a vehicle, speed signals are being utilized by two of its most
significant systems: ABS or anti-lock braking system, and the engine system. Basically, the two
kinds function with the same goal: to collect and send data for the two systems to operate
properly and accurately. The device that is assigned with this task is called speed sensor. As
the name suggests, a speed sensor will gauge the information or data gathered so that it will
send proper signal. When one or both speed sensors are defective or malfunctioning, the
computer will be permitted to execute with miscalculated risks. Miscalculated risks are enough
reason for increasing chances of road misfortunes. To prevent this, it is best that the speed
sensors of your vehicle is constantly checked and maintained. In the case of anti-lock braking

system of your Ford, a speed sensor is used to gauge acceleration, braking distances,
cornering forces, and lap times. The ABS is mostly active when the wheels are skidding. In any
road event, sudden skidding is always dangerous. During this situation, it is important that the
drivers are always alert and quick with corresponding actions. But even this is not an assurance
that one is going to succeed in extracting himself out of the danger if the speed sensor is not
properly working. This is because the ABS will require proper rotational speed information of
the wheels, from which this should be provided by the speed sensor, in order for the system to
pick the impulses and release more traction. In the engine system, the speed sensor also
gathers information but this time its main job is to calculate engine speed through the impulses
from the toothed signal crankshaft. Its objective is to control engine timing, automatic
transmission shift points and fuel delivery. It is mounted through the crankshaft in which the
data that it will gather will be delivered to the engine control unit computer. The same with ABS,
if the speed sensor of your Ford's engine is not working properly road danger will be inevitable
as it could send the wrong signal prompting more miscalculated risks. From the roles cited
above for this device, it is an immediate fact that both Ford speed sensors should be accorded
with proper care and maintenance. Not only will it spare you from meeting road dangers but
saving you your time and money in the long run. If you're a car owner who values the speed of
your vehicle, your Ford speed sensor is highly essential to you. The speed sensor tells your
car's computer how fast you are going. The input from a speed sensor is then used by other
components in the vehicle like the speedometer and the variable assist power steering system
to perform their individual tasks. If the speed sensor becomes faulty, it will affect all the
systems that rely on its readings. Luckily, replacing the speed sensor is as straightforward as
you can get. Make sure you have enough time to do this so you can get your car back to being
the speed demon it was before. Here is a 5-step guide in replacing your speed sensor. Park your
car on a wide open area and switch the engine off. Prepare your tools and have the replacement
sensor ready. Jack the car up and set up the jack stands on both sides of the vehicle for
support. Once the car is high enough, carefully crawl under your vehicle and locate your Ford
speed sensor. You will find the speed sensor below the thermostat housing and the
transmission. It will look like a small plug emerging from the transmission with an electrical
cord attached to it. Once you locate the speed sensor, you will see a wiring connector and some
mounting bolts that hold the sensor in place. Disconnect the wiring connector and remove the
mounting bolts. Carefully pull the sensor off the assembly. Before you install the new Ford
speed sensor, clean the sensor assembly with some rags. You can now install the new speed
sensor by placing it back on the assembly, mounting back the bolts, and reconnecting the
wiring connector. Make sure you secure the speed sensor in its place. Wipe the wiring
connector with a rag to ensure a good communication with the sensor and press it onto the
sensor until it snaps. Crawl out from under the car and remove the jack stand from both sides of
the car. Lower the vehicle to the ground and give it a test drive to see if the new speed sensor is
fully functioning. Don't apply too much pressure when removing the faulty speed sensor to
avoid breaking off the thread. This will ensure a better transmission of readings to other
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