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Mercedes-Benz SL â€” a series of light sports cars luxury-class German automotive brand
Mercedes-Benz, produced since Currently, the SL-class includes six generations of cars in
numerous engine configurations, including high-performance modifications from the
Mercedes-AMG division. Not yet in time to restore its infrastructure destroyed in World War II,
the concern Mercedes-Benz began to actively participate in racing competitions, such as the 24
hours of Le Mans, Mille Miglia and others. The success story of the SL-class begins with the
racing model SL W and a brilliant victory at the prestigious international races in , which served
as a reason for creating models SL Gullwing W I, on sale since and SL W, since With the advent
of the more powerful Mercedes-Benz W in , the W would have been put on the spot, if not for
one event. Hoffman English Maximilian E. Hoffman asked to create a road version of the racing
car W and a year later the car was ready. The car received the designation Mercedes-Benz SL
and became a sensation and symbol of the s. Neither the lightweight sports body nor the
powerful three-liter engine had such a strong effect as the unique gull-wing doors. In , the
coupe was redesigned into an open roadster, which proved to be no less popular. Production of
the car was completed in In total, 1, cars with a coupe and roadsters were produced. This model
represented an attractive, more affordable alternative to the Mercedes-Benz SL, sharing its
basic ideas and technological features. The new car was designed based on the R platform
modification of the W sedan. Between and , 25, such cars were produced. The body of the car
was a double coupe-cabriolet either with tarpaulin, or with a removable metal roof. A luxury
two-seater could boast of high performance and optimum safety. Externally, all three models of
the series were the same, but differed in the engines of different working volumes. In they were
replaced by the models SL and SL of the new series. Under the hood of cars were V8 engines 3.
In April , both the roadster and coupe were launched on the market with a 4. The oil crisis of
caused, a year later, the appearance of a more economical six-cylinder model SL. The
production of R was completed in August On the success of the car can be said that, like the
SUV Gelendevagen, he kept a record for the duration of production. For 18 years, cars were
produced among them 62 in the coupe version, Despite the success of the model R , by the end
of the s almost twenty-year-old car morally out of date. It was not easy to find a good
replacement solution, but as a result, the aerodynamic scheme of the arrow-shaped form on the
basis of the four-seat Mercedes-Benz W cabriolet was chosen. The Mercedes-Benz R ,
presented at the Geneva Motor Show in early , had many innovations such as an independent
suspension and an automatically rising safety arc behind the seats for the first time in the
world, an open machine guaranteed safety to passengers during a coup. For the first time the
company Mercedes-Benz produced exclusive publications for specific markets, and not just the
adaptation of cars to meet the legal requirements and aesthetic preferences of the countries of
export. In , Mercedes-Benz adopted a new classification system for cars, in which the alphabetic
index is placed ahead of the digital one. In , cars received facelifts, including engine upgrades
and the installation of a 5-speed automatic transmission. In the saloon R appeared side airbags,
climate control and electronic stability control. Last updates were made in In July , to replace
the model R came a new car R , work on which began in The production began on October 13,
with plans for the release to the European market already in November of the same year. The
machine had such innovations as active suspension Active Body Control and self-extracting
roof. The latter proved to be the most successful and popular for the subsidiary manufacturer of
Mercedes-Benz. The first update occurred in [and externally it was purely cosmetic, but under
the hood there were new engines for the SL and SL which in the US became known as the SL
The next upgrade followed in , during which the car received a completely new design in front
and updated electronics. In addition, in , based on the R was released safety cars of Formula 1,
and also appeared coupe SL65 AMG Black Series, which has the characteristics of a supercar.
Cars of the sixth generation of the SL-class began to be produced in The new Mercedes-Benz R
is lighter than its predecessor, since many parts are made entirely of aluminum. At the end of
the month, the SL 65 AMG was introduced, and from the 31st onwards all family cars officially
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Mercedes-Benz represents the ef- forts of many skilled engineers and crafts- men. To help
assure your driving pleasure, and also the safety of you and your passen Page 5 Contents
Safety and Security Page 6 Useful features Page 7 Contents Operation Page 8 Warranty
coverage Page 9 Contents Fuels, coolants, lubricants, etc.. Page Introduction Product
information Please observe the following in your own best interest: We recommend using
genuine Mercedes-Benz parts as well as conversion parts and accessories explicitly approved
by us for your vehicle model. We have tested these parts to determine their reliability, safety
and special suitabili- ty for Mercedes-Benz vehicles. Page Operator's Manual Therefore, you
may find explanations for optional equipment not installed in your vehicle. If you have any
questions about the operation of any equipment, your au- thorized Mercedes-Benz Center will
be glad to demonstrate the proper proce- dures. We continuously strive to improve our Page
Maintenance Always have the Service Booklet with you when you take the vehicle to your
autho- rized Mercedes-Benz Center for service. The service advisor will record each ser- vice in
the booklet for you. Roadside Assistance For details, consult an authorized Mercedes-Benz
Center or You should read this section first if this is your first Mercedes-Benz vehicle or if you
are rent- ing or borrowing this vehicle. Safety and Security Here you will find descriptions of the
safety features in your vehicle. Since standard equipment varies between models, the
descriptions and illustrations in this manual may differ slightly from the actual equipment of
your vehi- cle. Page Operating Safety Electronic malfunctions could seri- ously impair the
operating safety of your vehicle. See an authorized Mercedes-Benz Center for repairs or
modifications to electronic components. Other improper work or modifications on the vehicle
could also have a negative impact on the operating safety of the vehicle. Page Problems With
Your Vehicle If you should experience a problem with your vehicle, particularly one that you
believe may affect its safe operation, we urge you to immediately contact an authorized
Mercedes-Benz Center to have the problem diagnosed and corrected if required. If the matter is
If NHTSA receives similar complaints, it may open an investigation, and if it finds that a safety
defect exists in a group of vehicles, it may order a recall and remedy campaign. Page Cockpit At
a glance Cockpit Cockpit First-time Mercedes-Benz owners should pay special attention to the
infor- mation given here. Page 32 Starter switch positions Starter switch 0 For removing
SmartKey 1 Power supply to some electrical con- sumers, such as seat adjustment 2 Ignition
power supply for all electrical consumers and driving position 3 Starting position Warning!
Make sure the gear selector lever is set to P. All seat, head restraint, steering wheel, and rear
view mirror adjustments, as well as fas- tening of seat belts, must be done before the vehicle is
put into motion. Seats Warning! Adjusting the seat while driving could cause the driver to lose
control of the vehicle. Page 36 Warning! Children 12 years old and under must never ride in this
vehicle, except in a Mercedes-Benz authorized BabySmart compatible child seat, which
operates with the BabySmart system installed in the ve- hicle to deactivate the passenger front
air- bag when it is properly installed. Otherwise they will be struck by the airbag when it inflates in a crash. Page 37 Getting started Adjusting Seat cushion tilt Press the switch up or
down in the direction of arrow 3 until your upper legs are lightly supported. Seat cushion depth
Press the switch forward or backward in the direction of arrow 4 until your legs are supported
comfortably. Page Steering Wheel The memory function page lets you store the setting for the
steering wheel together with the settings for the seat position and the rear view mirrors. Page
Mirrors Getting started Adjusting Mirrors Adjust the interior and exterior rear view mirrors
before driving so that you have a good view of the road and traffic condi- tions. In the case of an
accident, liquid electrolyte may escape the mirror housing if the mirror glass breaks. Page 40
Make sure the ignition is switched on. All the lamps in the instrument cluster come on. Press
button 1 for the left mirror or button 2 for the right mirror. Push adjustment button 3 up, down,
left, or right according to the desired setting. Page Driving page Page 43 Do not bleach or dye
seat belts as this may severely weaken them. In a crash, they may not be able to provide
adequate protection. Damaged seat belts or belts that were highly stressed in an accident must
be replaced. Contact an authorized Mercedes-Benz Center. Inhalation of exhaust gas is
hazardous to your health. All exhaust gas contains carbon monoxide, and inhaling it can cause
uncon- sciousness and lead to death. Do not run the engine in confined areas such as a garage

which are not properly ventilated. Page 45 Get a jump start page If the engine does not start
after several starting attempts, there could be a mal- function in the engine electronics or in the
fuel supply system. Notify an authorized Mercedes-Benz Center. Page 46 Parking brake 1
Parking brake 2 Parking brake release handle Warning! Do not leave children unat- tended in the
vehicle, or with access to an unlocked vehicle. Page Switching On Headlamps Getting started
Driving Once the vehicle is in motion, the automat- ic central locking system engages and the
locking knobs drop down. If you hear a warning signal when driv- ing off, you have forgotten to
release the parking brake. Release the parking brake. Combination switch 1 Turn signals, right 2
Turn signals, left Press the combination switch up 1 or down 2. To signal minor directional
changes, move combination switch to point of resistance only and release. Page 49 Getting
started Driving Switching on windshield wipers Turn the combination switch to the de- sired
position depending on the inten- sity of the rain. The engine electronics may not be op- erating
properly. Unburned gasoline may have entered the catalytic converter and damaged it. Give
very little gas. Have the problem repaired by an au- thorized Mercedes-Benz Center as soon as
possible. Page 51 Do not start the engine under any cir- cumstances. If the extent of the damage
cannot be de- termined: Notify an authorized Mercedes-Benz Center. If no damage can be
determined on the major assemblies fuel system engine mount You have properly stopped and
parked your vehicle. End your drive as follows: Warning! Wait until the vehicle is stationary
before re- moving the SmartKey from the starter switch. The vehicle cannot be steered when the
SmartKey is removed. When the engine is running, the indica- tor lamp ; USA only or 3 Can- ada
only in the speedometer dial will be illuminated Warning! When leaving the vehicle, always
remove the Always set the parking brake in addi- tion to shifting to position P. On steep slopes,
turn the front wheels towards the road curb. Turning off with the SmartKey Turn the SmartKey
in the starter switch page 31 to position 0 and remove The immobilizer is activated. Page 55
Getting started Parking and locking Warning! To prevent possible personal injury, always keep
hands and fingers away from the door openings when closing the doors. Be espe- cially careful
when small children are around. Before closing doors, make sure that there is no possibility of
someone getting caught in a door during closing. Page Occupant Safety Safety and Security
Occupant safety Occupant safety In this section you will learn the most im- portant facts about
the restraint systems of the vehicle. The restraint systems are Seat belts Emergency tensioning
device Airbags Child seats Child seat recognition As independent systems, their protective
effects work in conjunction with each oth- For information on infants and children Page Airbags
SRS self-check has detected a malfunction. For your safety, we strongly recommend that you
visit an authorized Mercedes-Benz Center immediately to have the system checked; otherwise
the SRS may not be activated when needed in an acci Page 61 If you have any prob- lems,
please see an authorized Mercedes-Benz Center. Do not lean with your head or chest close to
the steering wheel or dash- board. Page 62 Mercedes-Benz Center at an addi- tional cost. Page
63 Safety and Security Occupant safety Airbags are designed to activate only in certain frontal
impacts front airbags, driver-side kneebag and side impacts head-thorax airbags which exceed
preset thresholds. Only during these types of impacts, if of sufficient severi- ty to meet the
deployment threshold, will they provide their supplemental protection. Page 64 These
instructions are available from your authorized Mercedes-Benz Center. Given the considerable
deployment speed and the textile structure of the airbags, there is the possibility of abra- sions
or other injuries resulting from air- bag deployment. Page 67 Safety and Security Occupant
safety Warning! Always fasten your seat belt before driving off. Always make sure your
passengers are properly restrained, even pregnant women. Failure to wear and properly fasten
and po- sition your seat belt greatly increases your risk of injuries and their likely severity in an
accident. Page 68 Only use seat belts which have been ap- proved by Mercedes-Benz. Do not
make any modifications to the seat belts. This can lead to unintended activation or to failure.
Page 69 When disposing of the emergency tension- ing device, our safety instructions must be
followed. These are available at your autho- rized Mercedes-Benz Center. Do not place objects
heavier than 20 lbs 9 kg on the front passenger seat. This could cause the front or side Page
Roll Bar For safety reasons, drive only with the roll bar upright until the malfunction is repaired.
Have your vehicle checked at an authorized Mercedes-Benz Center. Raising the roll bar Lift the
switch for the retractable hard- top. Press and hold button 2 until the roll Page Children In The
Vehicle Secure the child using an infant or child restraint appropriate to the age and size of the
child and recommended for use by Mercedes-Benz. Make sure the infant or child is proper- ly
secured by a belt at all times while the vehicle is in motion. Page 72 Warning! Page 73 Special
BabySmart compatible child seats, designed for use with the Mercedes-Benz system and
available at any authorized Mercedes-Benz Center, are required for use with the BabySmart airbag deactivation system. With the special child seat properly installed, the passenger front
airbag will not deploy. Page 74 Warning! It will not work with child seats which are not

BabySmart compatible. Never place anything between seat cushion and child seat e. Page Panic
Alarm Safety and Security Panic alarm Panic alarm An audible alarm and flashing exterior lamps
will operate for approximately minutes. Deactivating Press button 1 again. Insert SmartKey in
starter switch. Do not pump the brake pedal. Use firm, steady brake pedal pressure instead.
Pump- ing the brake pedal defeats the purpose of the ABS and significantly reduces braking
effectiveness. Page Bas Warning! The ABS cannot prevent the natural laws of physics from
acting on the vehicle, nor can it increase braking or steering efficiency be- yond that afforded by
the condition of the vehicle brakes and tires or the traction. The ABS cannot prevent accidents,
including those resulting from excessive speed in turns, following another vehicle too closely,
Page Esp Safety and Security Driving safety systems The Electronic Stability Program ESP
monitors the vehicle's traction force of adhesive friction between the tires and the road surface
and handling. The ESP recognizes when a wheel is spin- ning or if the vehicle starts to skid. By
ap- plying brakes to the appropriate wheel and by limiting engine output, the ESP works to
stabilize the vehicle. Page 81 Avoid spinning of a drive wheel for an extended period with the
ESP switched off. This may cause serious damage to the drivetrain which is not covered by the
Mercedes-Benz Limited Warranty. You have increased braking safety and improved braking
comfort. Never ignore a brake malfunction indicated in the speedometer display, for example by
USA only or Canada only indicator lamp. Page 83 Contact your When releasing the pedal, you
may also Mercedes-Benz Center for further informa- feel the brake pedal pulsate and you tion.
The SBC brake system must be deacti- may hear a sound which is caused by vated prior to
working on the system. Page 84 Only Mercedes-Benz approved compo- nents e. Brake pads not
approved by Mercedes-Benz may im- pair the safety of your vehicle. Page Anti-Theft Alarm
System Anti-theft alarm system Once the alarm system has been armed, a visual and audible
alarm is triggered when someone opens a door the trunk lid the hood a storage compartment in
the rear the glove box the storage compartment under the armrest The alarm will stay on, even
if the activat- ing element a door, for example is imme The turn signal lamps flash once to
indicate that the alarm system is deactivated. The alarm system will rearm automati- cally again
after approximately 40 sec- onds if no door was opened. Page 88 Arming tow-away alarm When
you lock your vehicle, the tow-away alarm is automatically armed after about 30 seconds. When
you unlock your vehicle, the tow-away protection disarms automatical- Disarming tow-away
alarm To prevent triggering the tow-away alarm, switch off the tow-away alarm feature be- fore
towing the vehicle, or when parking on a surface subject to movement, such as a ferry or auto
train. If you are already familiar with the basic functions of your vehicle, this section will be of
particular interest to you. Page 92 Warning! Page 93 page Use the mechanical key to lock or
unlock the doors page Unlocking the trunk lid You can unlock the trunk separately. A minimum
height clearance of 6. If necessary, have the mechanical lock replaced. Your authorized
Mercedes-Benz Center will be glad to supply you with a replace- ment. Page 95 Controls in
detail Locking and unlocking Warning! Page 96 To lock or unlock the vehicle, the SmartKey
must be located outside the vehicle within approximately 3 ft 1 m of a door or the trunk. Page 97
Controls in detail Locking and unlocking Factory setting Global unlocking Grasp the door
handle. The vehicle will lock again automatically within approximately 40 seconds of un- locking
if neither door nor trunk is opened. Page 98 Use the mechanical key to lock or unlock the doors
page The vehicle unlocks the trunk lid only. Page 99 SmartKey battery is dis- charged. Replace
the battery page You can obtain the required battery at any authorized Mercedes-Benz Center.
Open door only when conditions are safe to do so. If door was locked, locking knob 1 will move
up. Page Controls in detail Locking and unlocking Always make sure that there is suffi- cient
overhead clearance. If the trunk lid does not open, the entire vehicle is still locked globally page
To facilitate trunk loading and unload- ing when the hardtop is retracted, you can raise the
hardtop from its storage position in the trunk using the load as- sist feature page Page Pull
remote trunk lid release switch 1. The trunk lid unlocks. Indicator lamp 2 comes on and remains
lit until the trunk is closed again. Lift the trunk lid. Always make sure that there is suffi- cient
overhead clearance. The trunk can also be opened using To facilitate trunk loading and unloading when the hardtop is retracted, you can raise the hardtop from its storage To prevent
possible personal injury, always keep hands and fingers away from the trunk opening when
closing the trunk lid. Page Separately Locking The Trunk Illumination of the emergency release
but- ton: The button will flash for 30 minutes af- ter opening the trunk. The button will flash for
60 minutes af- ter closing the trunk. The emergency release button does not open the trunk lid if
the vehicle bat- tery is discharged or disconnected. Page Controls in detail Locking and
unlocking The lock is located next to the handle above the rear license plate recess. Pull the
mechanical key out of the SmartKey page Insert the mechanical key in the trunk lid lock. Page
Automatic Central Locking Automatic central locking The doors and the trunk lid lock automatically when the vehicle is set into motion. You can open a locked door from the in- side. The

doors unlock automatically after an accident if the force of the impact ex- ceeds a preset
threshold. Page Controls in detail Locking and unlocking Locking Press central locking switch
1. If all the doors are closed, the vehicle locks. Unlocking Press central locking switch 2. The
vehicle unlocks. Page Moving The Seats Forward And Backward Controls in detail Seats Moving
the seats forward and backward You can move the seats forward and back to facilitate loading
and unloading. When moving the seats, be sure that no one can be caught by them. Never place
hands under seat or near any moving parts during a seat adjustment procedure. The seat
backrest cushion height and cur- vature can be continuously varied with switches on the lower
side of the seat when the ignition is switched on. Press button 3. The indicator lamp on button 3
comes on. The air cushions in the lumbar re- gion inflate and deflate rhythmically. The massage
function switches off au- tomatically after approximately eight minutes. Page Switching off rapid
seat heating Press upper switch position 2 again. If one or both of the lamps on the seat heating
switch are flashing, there is in- sufficient voltage available since too many electrical consumers
are turned on. The seat heating switches off auto- matically. Page Switching on seat ventilation
Press switch 1. Three blue indicator lamps on the switch come on. Continue pressing switch 1
until the desired seat ventilation level is reached. Switching off seat ventilation Press switch 1
repeatedly until all in- dicator lamps go out. In normal operation the seat ventilation will switch
off automatically after about 30 minutes. Page Memory Function Controls in detail Memory
function Memory function Prior to operating the vehicle, the driv- er should check and adjust
the seat height, seat position fore and aft, and seat backrest angle if necessary, to en- sure
adequate control, reach and com- fort. Page Storing Positions Into Memory Storing positions
into memory Adjust the seats, steering wheel and rear view mirrors to the desired posi- tion
page Press memory button M. Release memory button and press a stored position button 1, 2,
or 3 within three seconds. All the settings are stored at the select- ed position. Page Controls in
detail Memory function 1 Passenger-side exterior rear view mir- 2 Adjustment button M Memory
button Stop the vehicle. Switch on ignition if not already on. Press button 1 in center console.
The passenger-side exterior rear view mirror is selected. Adjust the passenger-side exterior rear
view mirror with button 2 so that you see the rear wheel and the road curb. Exterior lamp switch
The exterior lamp switch is located on the dashboard to the left of the steering wheel. Page
Daytime running lamp mode With the daytime running lamp mode activated, the low beam
headlamps will not be switched off automatically. The front fog lamps and rear fog lamp cannot
be switched on manually with exterior lamp switch in position U. To activate the fog lamps turn
exterior Canada only: lamp switch to position B. In low ambient lighting or foggy conditions,
only switch from position with the vehicle at a standstill. Switching from will briefly switch off
the headlamps. Doing so while driving in low ambient lighting conditions may result in an
accident. Push the combination switch in direction 1. The high beam indicator A in the tachometer comes on. High beam flasher Pull the combination switch briefly in direction 2.
Interior lamps are switched on in dark- ness when you unlock the vehicle open a door The
interior lighting switches on. Switching lamps off Press switch 3 again. The interior lighting
switches off. The setting selected for the interior lighting is used for the trunk lighting as well. If
you leave the trunk lid open for an ex- tended period of time, the trunk light- ing will switch off
automatically after The instrument cluster is activated when open a door switch on the ignition
press the reset button page 22 switch on the exterior lamps Opening a door will activate the
instrument cluster only for about 30 seconds. Doing so may cause serious en- gine damage
which is not covered by the Mercedes-Benz Limited Warranty. Trip odometer Make sure you are
viewing the trip odometer display page The outside temperature indicator is not de- signed to
serve as an Ice-Warning Device and is therefore unsuitable for that purpose. Indicated
temperatures just above the freez- ing point do not guarantee that the road sur- face is free of
ice. The control system enables you to call up information about your vehicle change vehicle
settings For example, you can use the control sys Page Multifunction Steering Wheel Controls
in detail Control system Multifunction steering wheel The displays in the multifunction display
and the settings in the control system are controlled by the buttons on the multifunc- tion
steering wheel. Page In the menu, instead of functions Settings you will find a number of
submenus for calling up and changing settings. The number of menus available in the sys- tem
depends on which optional equipment is installed in your vehicle. Page Menus Controls in detail
Control system Menus This is what you will see when you scroll through the menus. The table
below provides an overview of the individual menus. Page Standard Display Menu Controls in
detail Control system The headings used in the menus table are designed to facilitate
navigation within the system and are not neces- sarily identical to those shown in the control
system displays. The first function displayed in each menu will automatically show you which
part of the system you are in. Page Select radio station Turn on the radio. Refer to the separate
operating instructions. Page Navi Menu At time of printing, no date for the availability of

optional equipment required for satel- lite radio operation had been set. Con- tact an authorized
Mercedes-Benz Center for details and availability for your vehicle. What information is shown in
the left dis- play field depends on whether the Distron- ic system is active or inactive. Page
Settings Menu Settings menu In the Settings menu there are two func- tions: The function , with
which you can Reset reset all the settings to those set at the factory. A collection of submenus
with which you can make individual settings for your vehicle. In the right display you see the
collec- tion of submenus. The selection marker moves to the next submenu. The submenus are
arranged by hierarchy. Page The table below shows what settings can be changed within the
various menus. De- tailed instructions on making individual settings can be found on the
following pag- Instrument cluster Lighting Select time display mode Set daytime running lamp
mode USA only Select temperature dis- Set locator lighting play mode Use the Inst. The
following functions are available: Function Page Select time display mode Select temperature
display mode Select speedometer display Press button j or k repeatedly until you see this
message in the left display: Speedometer The selection marker is on the current setting. Use the
Lighting sub- menu to change the lamp and lighting set- tings on your vehicle. Page Setting
locator lighting During darkness, the following lamps will come on when the exterior lamp
switch is in position U, the locator lighting fea- ture is activated, and the vehicle is un- locked by
SmartKey: the parking lamps the tail lamps the license plate lamps the front fog lamps To
activate locator lighting Page Controls in detail Control system You can reactivate this function
within ten minutes by opening a door. If you do not open a door after remov- ing the SmartKey
from the starter switch, the lamps will automatically switch off after 60 seconds. Page Interior
lighting delayed switch-off Use this function to set whether and for how long you would like the
interior light- ing to remain lit during darkness after the SmartKey is removed from the starter
switch. Page Controls in detail Control system Setting station selection mode Use the Press
button in audio mode func- tion to select the manual or memory sta- tion selection mode for the
radio page The selection marker is on the current setting. Use the Convenience sub- menu to
change the settings for a number of convenience features. The following information is
available: Function Page Fuel consumption statistics after Page Fuel consumption since last
reset All statistics stored since the last en- gine start will be reset approximately four hours
after the SmartKey in the starter switch is turned to position 0 or removed from the starter
switch. Resetting will not occur if you turn the SmartKey back to position 1 or 2 with- in this
time period. Press button j or k repeatedly until you see this message in the left display: Range
In the right display you will see the cal Page Which messages will appear in the right display
field depends on whether your tele- phone is switched on or off: If the telephone is off, the
message in the multifunction display is: TEL Off If the telephone is on: The telephone will then
search for a network. Page Controls in detail Control system Press button j or k. The control
system reads the phone book which is stored in the telephone. This may take up to 30 seconds.
In the right display you will see the message Please wait! When the message Please wait! These
shift point adjust- ments are performed based on current operating and driving conditions. Page
One-Touch Gearshifting Controls in detail Automatic transmission One-touch gearshifting Even
with an automatic transmission you can change the gears manually when the gear selector
lever is in position D. Downshifting Briefly press the gear selector lever to the left in the Ddirection. The transmission will shift from the current gear to the next lower gear. Place gear
selector lever in position P only when vehicle is stopped. The park position is not intended to
serve as a brake when the vehicle is parked. Page P that is not covered by the is dangerous.
The steering wheel gearshift buttons are located to the left and right of the steering wheel. On
slippery road surfaces, never downshift in order to obtain braking action. This could result in
drive wheel slip and reduced vehicle control. You cannot shift with the steering wheel gearshift
buttons when the gear selector lever is in position P, N or R. Page Accelerator Position Controls
in detail Automatic transmission Never change the program mode when the gear selector lever
is out of position P. This could result in a change of driving characteristics for which you may
not be prepared. Press program mode selector switch 1 repeatedly until the letter of the desired
shift program appears in the right multifunction display Page Manual Shift Program Sl 55 Amg
Avoid spinning of a drive wheel for an extended period when driving off on slippery road
surfaces. Program mode selector switch The program mode selector switch is located on the
lower part of the center console. Page Controls in detail Automatic transmission Downshifting
Briefly press the gear selector lever to the left in the D- direction page Press button 1 on the left
side of the steering wheel page The transmission shifts to the next lower gear. Page Emergency
Operation Wait at least ten seconds before restarting. Restart the engine. Move gear selector
lever to position D for second gear or R. Have the transmission checked at an authorized
Mercedes-Benz Center as soon as possible. Controls in detail Automatic transmission Page
Activating exterior rear view mirror parking position Follow these steps to activate the mirror

parking position so that the passen- ger-side exterior rear view mirror will be turned downward
to the stored position. Make sure you have stored a parking position for the passenger-side
exterior rear view mirror page Intermittent wiping is interrupted when the vehicle is at a
standstill and a door is opened. A rain sensor automatically controls the windshield wipers
depending on how wet the windshield is. Sun visors The sun visors protect you from sun glare
while driving. Do not use the vanity mirror while driving. Keep the mirrors in the sun visors
closed while vehicle is in motion. Page Item 1 Center air vent, adjustable 2 Center air vent, fixed
3 Air temperature controls for cen- ter and side air vents 4 Air volume control for center and
side air vents 5 Center air vent, adjustable 6 Side defroster vent 7 Side air vent, adjustable 8
Automatic climate control panel For draft-free ventilation, move the slid Page Setting The
Temperature Controls in detail Automatic climate control The automatic climate control is
operation- al whenever the engine is running. You can operate the climate control system in either the automatic or manual mode. The system cools or heats the interior depend- ing on the
selected interior temperature and the current outside temperature. The automatic climate
control system will correspondingly adjust the interior air temperature. Adjusting the
temperature for center and side air vents When outside temperatures are low, you can manually
raise the air temperature for the center and side air vents. Page Adjusting Air Distribution
Controls in detail Automatic climate control Adjusting air distribution Use air distribution
controls 2 and 6 page to separately adjust the air distribution on each side of the passenger
compartment. The following symbols are found on the controls: Symbol Function Directs air
through the cen Page Defrosting Defrosting These settings should only be selected for a short
time. Activating Press button P page The indicator lamp on the button comes on. Deactivating
Press button P page The indicator lamp on the button goes out. Page Controls in detail
Automatic climate control If you keep button , pressed, the side windows will close. The air
recirculation mode is activated automatically at high outside temperatures if the concentration
of carbon mon- oxide and nitrogen oxide in the out- side air increases, for example in a tunnel If
you have turned off the air condition Page Rear Window Defroster Rear window defroster The
rear window defroster uses a large amount of power. To keep the battery drain to a minimum,
switch off the defrost- er as soon as the rear window is clear. The defroster is automatically
deactivated af- ter approximately 6 to 17 minutes of oper- ation depending on the outside
temperature. Page Residual Heat And Ventilation Controls in detail Automatic climate control
Residual heat and ventilation With the engine switched off, it is possible to continue to heat or
ventilate the interior for up to 30 minutes. This feature makes use of the residual heat produced
by the engine. Page Deactivating The Automatic Climate Control System Deactivating the
automatic climate control system This setting is only recommended when the retractable
hardtop is open. Deactivating It is possible to completely deactivate the automatic climate
control system. Press button M page The indicator lamp on button M comes on. Page Ventilated
Storage Compartments The air conditioning cannot be turned on again. Have the air
conditioning checked at the nearest authorized Mercedes-Benz Center. Ventilated storage
compartments The glove box and the armrest storage compartment have their own air vents
that allow for cooling ventilation when the auto- matic climate control system is activated. Page
Power Windows Power windows Opening and closing the windows The side windows can be
opened and closed electrically. The switch for the passenger side is on the pas- senger door.
Page Controls in detail Power windows Opening the windows Press switch 1 or 2 to the
resistance point. The corresponding window will move downwards until you release the switch.
If the hardtop is open, the respective rear window will open automatically as soon as the front
window is completely open. When closing the windows make sure that there is no danger of
anyone being harmed by the closing procedure. Page Retractable Hardtop Controls in detail
Retractable hardtop Retractable hardtop Opening and closing the retractable hardtop For safety
reasons, the retractable hardtop can only be opened and closed when the vehicle is standing
still. Before operating the switch for the retract- able hardtop, make sure that no persons can be
injured by the moving parts retract- able roof, roof frame, and trunk lid due to in- attention. Page
Luggage cover The luggage cover is located in the trunk. Hook the luggage cover into left and
right side holders 2. Opening luggage cover Unhook luggage cover from side hold- ers. Page
Controls in detail Retractable hardtop Pull up on the hardtop switch as indi- cated by the arrow
until the hardtop is completely lowered into its trunk stor- age compartment and the indicator
lamp in the hardtop switch goes out. The multifunction display will briefly show the message
Vario-Roof open Be sure that the roof is dry before you The hardtop is not fully closed and
locked or not fully opened and locked if: the indicator light in the hardtop switch remains lit the
message in operation! Page Controls in detail Retractable hardtop Warning! If the retractable
hardtop does not com- pletely open or close, the roof hydraulics will lose pressure and the
retractable hardtop is lowered after approximately seven minutes when the ignition is switched

on after approximately 15 seconds when the ignition is switched off Shortly before the hardtop
is lowered, a warning will sound and the hardtop switch Page Properly lock the retractable
hardtop page before continuing to drive. If the indicator lamp continues to flash af- ter you have
carried out the above actions, there is a malfunction. Have the retractable hardtop system
checked at an authorized Mercedes-Benz Center. Page page before continuing to drive. The
retractable hardtop will not lock There is a malfunction in the retractable hardtop system. Wind
screen Warning! To prevent a possible accident when visibility is limited e. Page 2 Buckle Guide
the fastening straps around the top of the roll bar and close buckles 2. Tighten the fastening
straps if neces- sary. Lower the roll bar. Fold the upper section of the wind screen up towards
the head restraints until it stops. Page Controls in detail Retractable hardtop 1 Stop buttons 2
Handle Opening Squeeze stop buttons 1 and guide the sunshade towards the rear. Closing
Using handle 2, slide the sunshade towards the front of the vehicle. Page Controls in detail
Driving systems 1 Set current or higher speed 2 Set current or lower speed 3 Cancel cruise
control 4 Resume at last set speed Setting current speed Accelerate or decelerate to the desired
speed. Briefly lift 1 or depress 2 the cruise control lever. Page Setting a higher speed Lift the
cruise control lever to position 1 and hold it up until the de- sired speed is reached. Release the
cruise control lever. The new speed is set. Depressing the accelerator pedal does not deactivate
the cruise control. After brief acceleration e. If the Distronic distance sensor detects a slower
moving vehicle directly ahead, your vehicle speed will be reduced so that you follow that
vehicle at a preset distance. Page Warning! Distronic cannot take street and traffic con- ditions
into account. Only use Distronic if the weather and traffic conditions make it advisable to travel
at a steady speed. Use of Distronic can be dangerous on slip- pery roads. Rapid changes in tire
traction can result in wheel spin and loss of control. Page Controls in detail Driving systems
Distronic displays in the speedometer dial If Distronic detects a vehicle directly ahead, the DTR
indicator lamp E in the speedometer dial comes on white. If the distance to the vehicle ahead is
too small for the DTR to be able to maintain the preset distance, the DTR warning lamp E in the
speedometer comes on red. The Distronic brakes your vehicle with a maximum of 6. Distronic
brakes the vehicle in an effort to restore the preset distance or to maintain the speed. Page
Controls in detail Driving systems Distronic activated When Distronic is activated the DTR symbol and the set speed are seen in the left display. Page 1 Set speed 2 White DTR indicator lamp
E The vehicle speed displayed on the speedometer can briefly vary from the speed setting on
the distronic system. Setting the current speed Accelerate or decelerate to the desired speed.
Briefly lift or depress the cruise control lever. When you use the cruise control lever to
decelerate, the transmission will au- tomatically downshift if the rate of de A signal will sound.
The mes- DTR off sage appears in the speedometer dis Page Controls in detail Driving systems
Decreasing distance Decreasing the distance setting tells Dis- tronic to maintain a smaller
following dis- tance to the vehicle ahead. Distance warning function When Distronic is
deactivated, this func- tion will continue to warn you if you are fol- lowing too close to the
vehicle ahead: The DTR warning lamp E comes on red. Page Driving with Distronic This section
describes a number of driving situations where special precaution is re- quired on the part of
the driver. Be pre- pared to brake in such situations. This will deactivate the Distronic system.
Distronic works to maintain the speed se- lected by the driver unless a moving obsta- cle
proceeding directly ahead of it in the same travel direction is detected e. Page Controls in detail
Driving systems Turns and bends In turns or bends, Distronic may not detect a moving vehicle
in front, or it may detect one too soon. This may cause your vehicle to brake late or
unexpectedly. Offset driving A vehicle traveling in your lane but offset from your direct line of
travel may not be detected by Distronic. Page Active Body Control Abc Narrow vehicles
Because of their narrow profile, the vehi- cles traveling near the outer edges of the lane have
not yet been detected by Dis- tronic. There will be insufficient distance to the vehicles ahead.
Page Controls in detail Driving systems Suspension for sporty driving style The setting for
sporty driving is selected when indicator lamp 2 is illuminated. Press switch 1. Indicator lamp 2
comes on. Suspension for regular driving style The setting for regular driving is selected when
the indicator lamp 2 is off. Page The following vehicle level settings can be selected when the
vehicle is stationary: Vehicle level when Use for stationary Normal Normal operation Level 1
Driving with snow chains page Level 2 Very rough road surface conditions Dependent on
loading The switch and the indicator lamps are lo- cated in the lower section of the center
console. Parktronic is a supplemental system. It is not intended to, nor does it replace, the need
for extreme care. The responsibility during parking and other critical maneuvers always rests
with the driver. Special attention must be paid to objects with smooth surfaces or low
silhouettes e. Page Range of the sensors To function properly, the sensors must be free of dirt,
ice snow and slush. Clean the sensors regularly, being careful not to scratch or damage the
sensors. Front sensors Center approx. Page Controls in detail Driving systems Each warning

indicator is divided into six yellow and two red segments for either side of the vehicle. The
Parktronic system is ready when the border around the indi- cator is illuminated. The position of
the gear selector lever de- termines which warning indicators will be activated. Page 30 seconds
and the indicator lamp on the Parktronic switch comes on. Have the Parktronic system checked
by an authorized Mercedes-Benz Center as soon as possible. If only the red segments of the
Parktronic system warning indicator come on and no To help avoid personal injury during a
colli- sion or sudden maneuver, exercise care when stowing objects in the vehicle. Put luggage or cargo in the trunk if possible. Do not pile luggage or cargo higher than the seat backs.
When not in use, keep the cup holder closed. Place only containers that fit into the cup holder
to prevent spills. Use lids on open containers and do not fill containers to a height where the
contents, especially hot liquids, could spill during vehicle maneu- vers. Page Controls in detail
Useful features Opening storage tray Press button 1 and lift up the armrest. Opening storage
compartment Press button 2 and lift the armrest. Locking the storage compartments The
storage compartments are centrally locked when you lock the vehicle from the outside. Page
Insert the mechanical key into the Unlocking the storage compartments glove box lock and turn
it to separately position 3. The following storage compartments will be locked. Page Controls in
detail Useful features Luggage compartment in the rear Warning! Secure all pieces of luggage in
the rear with the luggage straps. Unsecured pieces of lug- gage can otherwise cause injury
during a braking maneuver and can increase the risk of injury in an accident. The ashtray opens
automatically. Removing the ashtray insert Warning! Remove ashtray only with vehicle standing
still. Set the parking brake to secure vehicle from movement. Move gear selector lever to
position N. Page Heated Steering Wheel Unsupervised use of vehi- cle equipment may cause
serious personal injury. The lever is on the lower left-hand side of the steering wheel. Page
Load Assist In The Trunk Load assist in the trunk To facilitate trunk loading after opening the
lid, use the load assist feature to raise the retracted hardtop from its storage position in the
trunk. To prevent injuries, make sure that there is Please contact an autho- rized Mercedes-Benz
Center for informa- tion on the installation of an approved external antenna. Refer to the radio
trans- mitter operation instructions regarding use of an external antenna. Page If a malfunction
is indicated as outlined above, the system may not operate as ex- pected. Have the system
checked at the nearest Mercedes-Benz Center as soon as possible Page Controls in detail
Useful features Warning! If the indicator lamp in the SOS button is il- luminated continuously
and there was no voice connection to the Response Center established, then the Tele Aid
system could not initiate an emergency call e. Press and hold the button for longer than two
seconds A call to a Mercedes-Benz Roadside Assistance dispatcher will be initiated. The button
will flash while the call is in progress. The message Page Tele Aid â€” Info call active appears in
the multifunction display. For more details concerning the Tele Aid system, please visit Page
During this time you will hear a beep and Visit your Mercedes-Benz Center and voice contact
will be interrupted. Voice have the system checked or contact contact will resume once the
retransmis- the Response Center at sion is completed. Page In case you have locked your
vehicle unin- tentionally e. You will be asked to provide your pass- word which you provided
when you completed the subscriber agreement. Page Garage Door Opener Report the incident
to the police The police will issue a numbered inci- dent report. Pass this number on to the
Mercedes-Benz Response Center along with your password issued to you when you subscribed
to the service. Page Programming or reprogramming the in- tegrated remote control Step 1:
Switch on ignition. Step 2: If you have previously programmed an integrated signal transmitter
button and wish to retain its programming, proceed to step 3. Otherwise, press and hold the two
outer signal transmit- ter buttons 2 and 4 and release them only when the indicator light begins to flash after approximately Step 7: To program the remaining two buttons, repeat the
steps above starting with Page Step Confirm the garage door operation by pressing the
programmed integrated signal transmitter button 2, 3 or 4. Step To program the remaining two
buttons, repeat the steps above starting with step 3. Page Controls in detail Useful features
Erasing the integrated remote control memory Switch on ignition. Simultaneously hold down
the signal transmitter buttons 2 and 4, for ap- proximately 20 seconds, until the indi- cator lamp
1 blinks rapidly. Do not hold for longer than 30 seconds. The codes of all three channels are
erased. The first miles km The more cautiously you treat your vehicle during the break-in
period, the more satis- fied you will be with its performance later Drive your vehicle during the
first miles km at varying but Fuel consumption is also increased by driv- ing in cold weather, in
stop-and-go traffic, on short trips and in hilly country. The brake system requires electrical
energy for operation. In such a case, the red brake warning lamp page and warning messages
page in the in- strument cluster come on while driving. Page Contact an authorized
Mercedes-Benz Center. Only install brake pads and brake fluid rec- ommended by
Mercedes-Benz. If other than recommended brake pads are installed, or other than

recommended brake fluid is used, the braking properties of the vehicle can be degraded to an
extent that safe braking is substantially impaired. Doing so may cause serious damage to the
drivetrain which is not covered by the Mercedes-Benz Limited Warranty. Simultaneously
depressing the acceler- ator pedal and applying the brake re- duces engine performance and
causes premature brake and drivetrain wear. Page Tires Inspect the tires and the vehicle
underbody for possible damage. If the vehicle or tires appear unsafe, have it towed to the
nearest Mercedes-Benz Center or tire dealer for re- pairs. Tread wear indicators TWI are
required by law. These indicators are located in six Page Standing Water The trunk is the
preferred place to carry ob- jects. Driving abroad Abroad, there is an extensive Mercedes-Benz
service network at your disposal. If you plan to drive into areas which are not listed in the index
of your Mercedes-Benz Center directory, you should request pertinent information from an
authorized Mercedes-Benz Center. Page Control And Operation Of Radio Transmitters
Operation Driving instructions Catalytic converter Your Mercedes-Benz is equipped with
monolithic-type catalytic converters, an important element in conjunction with the oxygen
sensors to achieve substantial con- trol of the pollutants in the exhaust emis- sions. Engine
adjustments should not be altered in any way. Moreover, the specified service jobs must be
carried out regularly according to Mercedes-Benz servicing re- quirements. For details refer to
the Service Booklet. Driving when your engine is badly over- heated can cause some fluids,
which may have leaked into the engine com- partment, to catch fire. Gasoline is highly
flammable and poisonous. It burns violently and can cause serious inju- ry. Whenever you are
around gasoline, avoid inhaling fumes and skin contact, extinguish all smoking materials. Never
allow sparks, flame or smoking materials near gasoline! The fuel filler flap is located on the
right-hand side of the vehicle towards the Overfilling of the fuel tank may create pres- sure in
the system which could cause a gas discharge. This could cause the gas to spray back out
when removing the fuel pump noz- zle, which could cause personal injury. Replace the fuel cap
by turning it to the right. Do not add brake fluid as this will not solve the problem. Do not pull
the release lever while the vehi- cle is in motion. Otherwise the hood could be forced open by
passing air flow. Opening 1 Hood release Pull lever 1 downwards. The hood is unlocked. To
avoid damage to the windshield wip- ers or hood, never open the hood if the wiper arms are
folded forward away Page Operation Engine compartment Warning! If you see flames or smoke
coming from the engine compartment, or if the coolant tem- perature gauge indicates that the
engine is overheated, do not open the hood. Move away from the vehicle and do not open the
hood until the engine has cooled. Page Engine Oil Do not use any special lubricant addi- tives,
as these may damage the drive assemblies. Using special additives not approved by
Mercedes-Benz will restrict your warranty entitlement. More information on this subject is
available at any Mercedes-Benz Center. Page Operation Engine compartment One of the
following messages will subsequently appear in the right multi- function display: Engine oil
level Add 1. Page Mercedes-Benz Limited Warranty. Page Transmission Fluid Level Excess oil
must be siphoned or drained off. It could cause damage to the engine and catalytic converter
not covered by the Mercedes-Benz Limited Warranty. Screw filler cap 1 back on filler neck. To
check the coolant level, the vehicle must be parked on level ground and the engine must be
cool. The coolant expansion tank is located on the passenger side of the engine compart- ment.
Page Battery When replacing batteries, always use bat- teries approved by Mercedes-Benz. If
you do not intend to operate your vehicle for an extended period of time, consult an authorized
Mercedes-Benz Center about steps you need to observe. Page Windshield Washer System And
Headlamp Cleaning System Windshield washer system and headlamp cleaning system The
windshield washer reservoir is located in the engine compartment. It has a capacity of approx.
Page Tires And Wheels When replacing rims, only use genuine Mercedes-Benz wheel bolts
specified for the particular rim type. Failure to do so can re- sult in the bolts loosening and may
lead to an accident. Page Life Of Tires Life of tires The service life of a tire is dependent upon
various factors including but not limited to: Driving style Tire pressure Distance driven
Warning! Tires and spare tire should be replaced after six years, regardless of the remaining
tread. Keep unmounted tires in a cool, dry place with as little exposure to light as possible.
Page Operation Tires and wheels The pressures listed for light loads are minimum values
offering high driving comfort. Increased inflation pressures listed for heavier loads may also be
used for light loads. These higher pressures produce favorable handling characteristics. The
ride of the vehicle, however, will be somewhat harder. Possible differences between the readings of a tire pressure gauge of an air The tire inflation pressure monitor does not hose, e. Page
Operation Tires and wheels Activating the tire inflation pressure monitor You must activate the
tire inflation pres- sure monitor in the following cases: if you have changed the tire pressure if
you have replaced the wheels or tires if you have installed new wheels or tires Make sure the
tire pressure is set cor- rectly. Page Rotating Wheels Wheels could become loose if not

tightened with a torque of 96 lb-ft Nm. Only use genuine Mercedes-Benz wheel bolts specified
for your vehicle's rims. This service in- cludes: Check of anticorrosion and antifreeze
concentration. Addition of cleaning concentrate to the water of the windshield and headlamp
cleaning system. If you use your spare tire when winter tires Page Follow the manufac- turer's
mounting instructions. Only use snow chains that are ap- proved by Mercedes-Benz. Your
autho- rized Mercedes-Benz Center will be glad to advise you on this subject. Use of snow
chains may be prohibited depending on location. Failure to have the vehicle maintained in
accordance with the Service Booklet at the The Mercedes-Benz Center will reset the service
indicator following a completed service. Calling up the service indicator Switch on ignition.
Page The service indicator now displays the reset interval. If the service indicator was
inadvertent- ly reset, have a Mercedes-Benz Center correct it. Only reset if the proper service
has been performed. Resetting the system without performing proper service as Page Vehicle
Care Post-production treatment is neither necessary nor recommended by Mercedes-Benz
because of the possibility of incompatibility between materials used in the production process
and others ap- plied later. Page We have selected car-care products and compiled
recommendations which are specially matched to our vehicles and which always reflect the
latest technology. Scratches, corrosive deposits, corrosion or damage due to negligent or
incorrect care cannot always be removed or repaired with the car-care products recommended
here. Page Vehicle washing Do not use hot water or wash your vehicle in direct sunlight. Only
use a mild car wash detergent, such as Mercedes-Benz ap- proved Car Shampoo. Thoroughly
spray the vehicle with a dif- fused jet of water. Direct only a very weak spray towards the
ventilation intake. To prevent scratches, never apply strong force and use only a soft,
non-scratchy cloth when cleaning the sensor cover. Page Operation Vehicle care Warning For
safety reasons, switch off wipers and re- move SmartKey from starter switch before cleaning
the wiper blade. Otherwise, the wiper motor might suddenly turn on and cause injury. Clean the
wiper blade inserts with a clean cloth and detergent solution. Page If possible, clean wheels
once a week with Mercedes-Benz approved Wheel Care, us- ing a soft bristle brush and a strong
spray of water. Follow the instructions on container. Page Leather upholstery Wipe leather
upholstery with a damp cloth and dry thoroughly or clean with Mercedes-Benz approved
Leather Care. Exercise particular care when cleaning per- forated leather as its underside
should not become wet. Plastic and rubber parts Do not use oil or wax on these parts. If the ESP
cannot be switched back on, have the system checked at an autho- rized Mercedes-Benz Center
as soon as possible. When driving off, apply as little throt- tle as possible. Page Continue
driving with added caution. Wheels may lock during hard braking, reducing steering capability.
Have the system checked at an autho- rized Mercedes-Benz Center as soon as possible. Failure
to follow these instructions in- creases the risk of an accident. Page Read and observe
messages in the display page Risk of accident! Carefully stop the vehicle and notify an
authorized Mercedes-Benz Center. Do not add brake fluid! This will not solve the problem. If you
find that the brake fluid in the Page What to do if â€¦ Suggested solution Have the vehicle
checked as soon as possible by an authorized Mercedes-Benz Center. An on-board diagnostic
connector is used by the service station to link the vehicle to the shop diagnostics sys- tem. It
allows the accurate identifica Page Have the cooling system checked. Avoid high engine loads
e. Stop as soon as possible and allow the engine and coolant to cool down. The red DTR
indicator lamp comes on while driving and you hear a warning sound. The white DTR indicator
lamp comes on while driving. The yellow fuel tank reserve warning lamp lights while driv- ing.
Page The roll bar is not operational. Suggested solution For safety reasons, always have the roll
bar raised when driving with the retractable hardtop open. Attempt to raise the roll bar
manually. Have the roll bar checked by an au- thorized Mercedes-Benz Center. Page SRS may
not be operational. For your safety, we strongly recommend that you visit an authorized
Mercedes-Benz Center immedi- ately to have the system checked; otherwise the SRS may not
be activated when needed in an accident, which could result in serious Suggested solution
Have the system checked at an autho- rized Mercedes-Benz Center as soon as possible. Make
sure there is nothing between seat cushion and child seat. Check installation of the child seat.
Failure to repair condition noted may cause damage not covered by the Mercedes-Benz Limited
Warranty, or result in property dam- age or personal injury. Selecting the malfunction memory
menu in the control system page displays both cleared and uncleared messages. This can
impair handling. Visit an authorized Mercedes-Benz Center as soon as possible. The vehicle is
losing oil. Stop your vehicle as soon as it is safe to do so. Mercedes-Benz Center as soon as
possible. Restart the vehicle. The ESP has detected a malfunction Continue driving with added
caution. Have the system checked at an authorized Mercedes-Benz Center as soon as possible.
Failure to follow these instructions increases the risk of accident. Practical hints Possible cause
Possible solution You have tried to start the engine Place the gear selector lever in position P.

Page The SBC brake system requires braking responsiveness. Consider- Notify an authorized
Mercedes-Benz Center. The battery was charged with a bat- Have the battery checked at a
service station. Page There is a malfunction in the elec- Have the system checked at an
authorized tronic system. The consumer battery has insuffi- The electrical consumers will come
back online cient voltage and can no longer sup- as soon as on-board voltage is sufficient. Page
Do not drive any further. Consider- Stop the vehicle and notify an authorized ably greater brake
pedal force is Mercedes-Benz Center. Consider- Visit an authorized Mercedes-Benz Center imable brake pedal force is required mediately. Adjust driving to be consistent and the stopping
distance is in- with reduced braking responsiveness. Page There is insufficient brake fluid in
Risk of accident! Stop the vehicle as soon as the reservoir. The brake system is overheated due
Relieve the load on the brake system. Page You can be seriously burned. Possible cause
Possible solution There may be a malfunction in the Have the engine checked as soon as
possible by an authorized Mercedes-Benz Center fuel injection system page Doing so may
cause serious engine damage which is not covered by the Mercedes-Benz Limited Warranty.
Page Do not continue to drive. Otherwise, the en- gine will overheat due to an inoperative water
pump which may result in damage to the en- gine. If it is intact: Do not continue to drive with
this message displayed. Page Have the electronic systems checked by an authorized
Mercedes-Benz Center. Certain electronic systems are un- Have the electronic systems checked
by an able to relay information to the con- authorized Mercedes-Benz Center trol system. Engine
oil level Reduce oil level! Possible cause Suggested solution The engine oil level is too low.
Page The engine oil level warnings should not be ignored. Extended driving with the symbol
displayed could result in serious engine damage that is not covered by the Mercedes-Benz
Limited Warranty. Page Check the fuel cap page The retractable hardtop is malfunc- Have the
retractable hardtop checked by an tioning. The retractable hardtop is not Push or pull on the
retractable hardtop switch locked properly. Page SmartKey in the starter switch. Message is
only a reminder. The left brake lamp is malfunction- Visit an authorized Mercedes-Benz Center
as ing. A backup bulb has been soon as possible. Brake lamp illumination is delayed Visit an
authorized Mercedes-Benz Center as or lamp is permanently on. Page The headlamps switch on
automati- manual page Switch on headlamps using the exterior lamp switch. The front left side
marker lamp is Replace the bulb as soon as possible. Page Have the LEDs replaced as soon as
possible. This message will only appear if all light emitting diodes have stopped working. The
left tail lamp is malfunctioning. Visit an authorized Mercedes-Benz Center as A backup bulb has
been brought soon as possible. Page Visit workshop! The left rear turn signal lamp is malReplace the bulb as soon as possible. Page page Have the roll bar checked by an authorized
Mercedes-Benz Center. The seat belt system is malfunction- Visit an authorized Mercedes-Benz
Center as ing. One or more main functions of the Have the Tele Aid system checked by an auTele Aid system are malfunctioning. Tire pressure Caution tire defect! Tire pressure ChecK
tires! Do not drive with a flat tire. A flat tire affects the ability to steer or brake the vehicle. You
may lose control of the vehicle. Change the wheel. A wheel without proper sensor was installed.
The left rear tire is rapidly deflating. Tire pressure, RR Check tires! Tire pressure, FL Caution tire
defect! Tire pressure, FR Caution tire defect! Tire pressure, FR Check tires! Page Left display
Right display Reactivate tire press. Continued driving with a flat tire will cause excessive heat
build-up and possibly a fire. Close trunk partition! Washer fluid Check level! Do not spill
antifreeze on hot engine parts. Antifreeze contains ethylene glycol which may ignite when if it
comes into contact with hot engine parts. First aid kit The first aid kit is located in storage compartment under the passenger seat. Fold lid 2 down. You can now remove the first-aid kit. Page
Practical hints Where will I find? Unlocking your vehicle with the me- chanical key will trigger
the anti-theft alarm system. If you are unable to unlock the trunk with the SmartKey, open the
trunk with the me- chanical key. Insert the mechanical key into the glove box lock and turn it to
position 2. Do not overtighten the screw. Close the lid. Replace the trunk floor. Page Return
battery compartment into hous- ing until it locks into place. Practical hints The required
replacement batteries are available at any Mercedes-Benz Center. Insert the mechanical key in
side open- ing and push gray slide. The battery compartment is unlatched. Pull the battery
compartment out of the SmartKey housing. Using mechanical key 3, apply pres- sure to position
2. Page Replacing Bulbs Have headlamps checked and readjusted at regular intervals and when
a bulb has been replaced. See an authorized Mercedes-Benz Center for headlamp ad- justment.
If the headlamps are fogged up on the inside as a result of high humidity, driv- ing the vehicle a
distance should clear up the fogging. See an authorized Mercedes-Benz Center. Page Replacing
Bulbs Your hands should be dry and free of oil and grease. If the newly installed bulb does not
come on, visit an authorized Mercedes-Benz Center. Practical hints Replacing bulbs Have the
LEDs and bulbs for the following lamps replaced by an authorized Do not remove. Plug the
connector onto the bulb. Align headlamp cover and click into place. Replacing parking and

standing lamp bulbs Switch off the lights. Open the hood page Press ends of headlamp cover
tab to- gether and remove cover. Page Practical hints Replacing bulbs Gently push bulb into
socket, turn counterclockwise and remove. Insert new bulb and reinstall bulb sock- The bulb
socket should audibly click into place. Reinstall trim. License plate lamp 1 Screws Switch off the
lights. Loosen both screws and remove lamp. Replace the bulb and reinstall lamp. Page
Replacing Wiper Blades Replacing wiper blades Removing wiper blades To avoid damage to the
hood, the wiper arms should only be folded forward when in the vertical position. Turn
SmartKey in starter switch to position 1. Turn combination switch to wiper setting II page With
wiper arms in the vertical position, turn SmartKey in starter switch to position 0. Page Installing
Wiper Blades Make sure the wiper blades are proper- ly installed. Improperly installed wiper
blades may cause windshield damage. For your convenience, we recommend that you have this
work carried out by an authorized Mercedes-Benz Center. Foreign objects e. TIREFIT is harmful
if inhaled, swal- lowed or absorbed through the skin - causes skin, eye and respiratory irritation.
Page Practical hints Flat tire Remove tire valve core 6 from valve stem 1 using valve stem tool 2.
Keep tire valve 6 clean and dry. Remove plug 5 from end of hose 4. Push hose 4 onto valve stem
1. Page 1 Flap 2 Air hose with pressure gauge and vent screw 3 Union nut 4 Electrical plug
Open flap 1 on air pump. Pull out electrical plug 4 and air hose with the pressure gauge 2. Screw
air hose 2 onto the tire valve. Insert electrical plug 4 into vehicle ci- gar lighter socket. Do not
drive the vehicle. Detach the electric air pump. The air hose may still be hot. Please ex- ercise
appropriate caution. Page Do not drive the vehicle under such circum- stances. After attaining a
tire pressure of 26 psi 1. Page 20 psi 1. Park your vehicle safely away from the road- way and
contact the nearest authorized Mercedes-Benz Center or Roadside Assistance. If tire pressure is
at least 20 psi 1. Drive to the nearest Mercedes-Benz Center as soon as possible to have the
spare wheel replaced with a regular road wheel. Page On wheel to be changed, loosen but do
not yet remove the wheel bolts ap- proximately one full turn with wrench. The jack support
tubes are located behind the front wheel housings and in front of the rear wheel housings.
Warning When turning the wheel wrench to loosen the wheel bolts, make sure you position
Remove cover 2, taking care not to damage the locking tabs. Page Damaged wheel hub threads
should be re- paired immediately. Do not continue to drive under these circumstances! Incorrect
wheel bolts or improperly tight- ened wheel bolts can cause the wheel to come off. Page
Practical hints Flat tire Warning! Only use genuine equipment Mercedes-Benz wheel bolts. They
are identi- fied by the Mercedes star. Other wheel bolts may come loose. Do not tighten the
wheel bolts when the ve- hicle is raised. Otherwise the vehicle could tip over. Page Turn the
SmartKey in the starter switch to position 1. Press I on the electric air pump switch. The electric
air pump should now switch on and inflate the tire. Page Practical hints Flat tire Detach the
electric air pump. Stow the electrical plug and the air hose behind the flap and place the air
pump back in the trunk. The flat tire may be transported in the trunk when the retractable
hardtop is raised. Page Practical hints Flat tire Replacing jack support tube cover Slide tongue
of cover under the upper edge of the tube opening. Applying even pressure, press cover until it
snaps into place. Be careful not to damage the locking tabs or clamp the plastic retaining strap.
Page Batteries Otherwise the alternator and other electronic components could be se- verely
damaged. Have the starter battery checked regu- larly by an authorized Mercedes-Benz Center.
Refer to Service Booklet for mainte- nance intervals or contact an autho- rized Mercedes-Benz
Center for further Do not place metal objects on the battery as this could result in a short
circuit. Use leak-proof batteries only to avoid the risk of acid burns in the event of an acci- dent.
The brake system requires electrical power to operate. Page Disconnecting The Batteries
Practical hints Batteries Disconnecting the batteries To avoid damage to electrical components, always disconnect the battery for electrical consumers in trunk first. This applies even if
you only wish to charge the starter battery. Otherwise the electronics of the vehicle can be
damaged. Page Removing The Batteries Removing the batteries Removing the battery for
electrical con- sumers Remove the screws securing the bat- tery in the trunk. Remove the
battery support and brack- et. Take out the battery. Removing the starter battery Remove the
screws securing the start- er battery in the engine compartment. Page Practical hints Batteries
Reconnecting the battery for electrical consumers Turn off all electrical consumers. Connect
the positive lead and fasten its cover. Connect the negative lead. Reinstall the trunk floor.
Rehook trunk luggage cover into hold- ers. Never invert the terminal connections! The following
procedures must be car- ried out following any interruption of battery power e. Page Jump
Starting 12V. Only use jumper cables with sufficient cross section and insulated terminal
clamps. Page Remove the jumper cables first from negative terminals 1 and 2 and then from
positive terminals 3 and 4. You can now turn on the lights. Have the battery checked at the nearest Mercedes-Benz Center. Do not tow-start the vehicle. Page Towing The Vehicle Practical
hints Towing the vehicle To be certain to avoid a possibility of damage to the transmission,

however, we recommend the drive shaft be dis- connected at the rear axle drive flange for any
towing beyond a short tow to a nearby garage. To brake, the driver must then apply significantly
greater brake pedal pressure and depress the pedal much further to obtain the expected braking
ef- fect. To remove cover: Press mark on cover 1 in direction of arrow. Lift cover 1 off to reveal
threaded hole for towing eye bolt. The towing eye bolt is supplied with the tool kit located in the
storage compart- ment under the trunk floor. Consumer information In addition, strate- gically
located parts distribution centers provide quick and reliable parts service. Technical data
Warranty coverage Page Engine Poly-V-belt mm The quoted data apply only to the standard
vehicle. See an authorized Mercedes-Benz Center for the corresponding data of all special
bodies and special equipment. Premium fuel required. Performance may vary with fuel octane
rating. SL See an authorized Mercedes-Benz Center for the corre- sponding data of all special
bodies and special equipment. Page Rims And Tires Rims and tires Rims and tires Only use
tires and rims which have been specifically developed for your vehicle and tested and approved
by Mercedes-Benz. Other tires and rims can have detrimental effects, such as Poor handling
characteristics Increased noise Fuels, coolants, lubricants, etc. Page Follow suggested mixing
ratios Fuels, coolants, lubricants, etc. Model Capacity Fuels, coolants, lubricants, etc. SL
approx. Page Engine Oils Mercedes-Benz. Information on approved products is available in the
Factory Approved Service Products pam- phlet, or at an authorized Mercedes-Benz Center.
Always check the oil filler cap page for important informa- tion pertaining to the engine oil needing to meet a specific Mercedes-Benz specification e. Page Brake Fluid Therefore, the brake
fluid must be re- placed every two years, preferably in the spring. Only brake fluid approved by
Mercedes-Benz is recommended. Your au- thorized Mercedes-Benz Center will pro- vide you
with additional information. Page Gasoline Additives Gasoline additives A major concern
among engine manufac- turers is carbon build-up caused by gaso- line. Mercedes-Benz
recommends only the use of quality gasoline containing additives that prevent the build-up of
carbon depos- its. The coolant is also regularly checked each time you bring your vehicle to an
authorized Mercedes-Benz Center for service. Page Windshield And Headlamp Washer System
Windshield and headlamp washer system Both the windshield and headlamp washer systems
are supplied from the windshield washer fluid reservoir. The windshield and headlamp washer
fluid reservoir has a capacity of approx. Refill the reservoir with MB Windshield Washer
Concentrate and water or con- centrate and commercially available premixed windshield washer
Page Consumer Information Technical data Consumer information Consumer information This
has been prepared as required of all manufacturers of passenger cars under Ti- tle 49, Code of
U. Uniform tire quality grading Quality grades can be found, where appli- cable, on the tire
sidewall between tread Sustained high tem- perature can cause the material of the tire to
degenerate and reduce tire life, and ex- cessive temperature can lead to sudden Page Technical
Terms indicator lamp 7 on the glove box comes on. See your authorized Mercedes-Benz Center
for availability. BabySmart compatible child seats Special restraint system for children. Page
Flexible Service System Service indicator in the multifunction display that informs the driver
when the next vehicle maintenance service is due. Gear range Number of gears which are
available to the automatic transmission for shifting. The automatic gear shifting process can be
adapted to specific operating conditions using the gear selector le- ver. Roll bar Occupant
protection system which consists of tubular steel sheathed in plastic. The roll bar is lowered
into the car body during normal driving condi- tions and raised automatically. Page Technical
terms Traction Force exerted by the vehicle on the road via the tires. Vehicle level control The
ground clearance of the vehicle is automatically controlled according to a selected setting and
speed. The driver can choose manually within a range of ground clearance, for example on very
rough roads. Page Index Identification labels Ignition 31, 33 Switching on 31 Immobilizer 84
Activating 53, 84 Deactivating 84 Indicator lamps see Lamps, indicator and warning Infant and
child restraint systems 70 Instrument cluster 22, , Select language Instrument lighting Interior
lighting Automatic control Delayed switch-off Page Navigation system Operating Night security
illumination Octane number Odometer, main 23 Adding Consumption Filler neck Oil level
Checking One-touch gearshifting Canceling gear range limit Downshifting Upshifting Opening
Doors from the inside 99 Fuel filler flap Hood Luggage cover Page Regular checks Regular
driving style Remote Vehicle Diagnostics Replacing Backup lamp bulbs Brake lamp bulbs Bulbs
Front lamp bulbs Front turn signal bulbs Fuses High beam bulbs License plate lamp bulbs Low
beam bulbs Rear fog lamp bulb Rear lamp bulbs , Page Index Global locking 96 Global
unlocking 96 Locking 98 Loss of 98 Messages in display Reprogramming 96 Selective setting 96
Unlocking 32, 93 SmartKey with remote control 90 Snow chains Spare fuses Spare fuses see
Vehicle tool kit Spare parts service Spare tire see Spare wheel Spare wheel , , , Page Unlocking
storage compartments , Ventilated compartments Submenus Convenience Instrument cluster
Lighting Resetting functions Selecting Settings menus Vehicle Summer opening feature Sun
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blind see Sunshade Sun visors Sunshade Closing Opening Suspension tuning Page Index
Telephones and two-way radios Temperature Outside temperature indicator Sensor 27 Setting
interior temperature Setting units in display Tires Tightening torque , Time display mode Setting
Tire inflation pressure , Checking , Setting units Tire speed rating , Tire traction Page Trunk lid
Opening 99 Trunk lid emergency release Turn signals 21, 47 Additional in mirrors Front bulbs
Indicator lamps 23 Rear bulbs Turning off the engine 53 Units Setting speedometer units Setting
temperature units Setting tire inflation pressure units Unlocking Page If you have any questions
about carrying out any type of service, turn to the advice of an authorized Mercedes-Benz
Center. Page Order No. This manual is also suitable for: Sl 55 Sl sl-class slk-class Sl-class Sl 55
amg. Print page 1 Print document pages. Cancel Delete. Sign In OR. Don't have an account?
Sign up! Restore password. Upload from disk. Upload from URL.

