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If you're drawn to small SUVs for their convenience and versatility but find their size or price to
be a little too excessive, the extra-small SUV class may be a perfect fit. At the top of that class is
the Mazda CX Why the company's marketers just didn't call it the CX-4, we'll never know. The
CX satisfies all of the usual requirements of comfort, safety and technology, and it pulls ahead
with its sharp style, interior refinement and spunky performance. Further driving home the CX's
penchant for behind-the-wheel fun is the newly available turbocharged engine. With up to
horsepower on tap, the CX Turbo is one of the quickest models in its class. Want to know
more? Check out our Expert Rating for more in-depth evaluation on this year's CX We were so
impressed by the Mazda CX when it debuted in that we added one to our long-term test
program. That means we're driving and testing it over the course of a full year and reporting on
everything from performance to reliability. Check out our coverage to learn more about what it's
like owning a CX It's available in 2. Feature highlights include: 2. Select For a modest price
increase, the Select trim adds some comfort and convenience with features such as:. Preferred
The Preferred trim gives you a taste of the more luxurious Premium trim without breaking the
bank. It has the Select's features plus:. Premium The Premium trim is the nicest CX you can get
with the standard engine. It has the Preferred trim's features as well as:. I went with the Subaru
to my regret. The boxer engine causes sparkplug changes to be extraordinarily high. As for the
ergonomics, the boxer engine makes for an unleveled floor around the gas pedal as someone
who drives with his heel on the floor this caused me to twist and strain my foot at awkward
angles and resulted in chronic foot and knee problems. Upon realizing that it was my car
causing my problems I promptly sold my Subaru and bought the cx Bought the car 3 weeks
ago. I enjoy driving it, I think it looks good. It drives well. The engine gives me a boost and has
enough power when I want it. Sure it isn't going to be like my manual shift civic si of the past.
But it moves faster than my Subaru Impreza. Cons Climate Control system doesn't allow much
customization. It is basically set the temp and let the computer decide what fan to blow. Auto
lights with automatic High Beam is a little nuisance. Back seat doesn't have much leg room. In
terms of looks, performance and safety I recommended the Mazda CX Fit and finish tight.
Premium model Awesome. Technology very nice, including new Heads-up Display. Ride
Impressive. Gas Mileage Good - up to 33 mpg. Driver in a cockpit experience with very
comfortable seats and easy access controls and information system at your fingertips. Interior sharp, sporty , contrast stitching. My first Mazda I'm very impressed. Napa leather, 12 speaker
Bose, headlights led adaptive with auto highbeam feature. Heads up display. All safety systems
in car. Apple car play.. Electric lift gate and quiet and handles like a German car. I love the car,
Mazda did an unbelievable job building this car.. Write a review. See all 12 reviews. SUVs are the
most popular vehicles on the road today, and they come in all shapes and sizes. With so many
models to choose from, it can be a little overwhelming trying to find the perfect SUV for you and
your lifestyle. There's a ton of diversity among SUVs which can make finding the right one for
you a challenge. So in this video, we've broken down the major size and price categories for
SUVs and we'll give you the recommendation for the best in each class for most buyers. Now,
we're basing these recommendations on everything we've evaluated up to the point of the
production of this video. Every vehicle listed here has gone through our extensive rating
process where we perform a standardized road loop evaluation and performance testing, our
rating process is one of the most thorough and regimented in the business. You can find more
by clicking the links below to visit Edmunds. And you can also get a cash offer on your car by
visiting Edmunds. Again, that's Edmunds. Extra small or subcompact SUVs are the smallest
and least expensive crossovers-- as they're often called-- that you can buy. You get the benefits
of an elevated driving position with the small exterior size for the feel of added maneuverability.
Now, cost cutting is sometimes apparent. But top trim levels can feel surprisingly upscale. Our
team's favorite is the Mazda CX It looks sharp and has an abundance of standard technology
and safety features that help offset its slightly higher starting price. On the downside, its fuel
economy is a little behind the curve, but by such a small margin that it doesn't really matter.
Also, total storage space trails others in this group. So why is it our pick? Well, for starters, our
team really liked how it drives, from the feel of the steering to the comfortable ride. Then there's
those features, from useful and standard advanced driver aids like adaptive cruise control to
good phone integration all around. Lastly, the experience inside and out feels richer than the
price would suggest, making it seem like you're getting a lot more for your money. Another
option worth looking at is the Hyundai Kona. I point this out because on Edmunds it's nearly
tied with the Mazda for first place. The Kona costs a bit less and that difference is attributable to
the interior that doesn't look and feel as nice as the Mazda and a slightly more clunky drive
train, in particular the shift from the optional turbo engine and transmission combo are
particularly unrefined. Otherwise, it's similarly sized inside and the tech and features are also
strong so it's worth a look. Extra small luxury SUV get you a prestigious badge at an affordable

price. You always get luxury-grade comfort and performance-- remember that price thing-- but a
few gems really stand out. We think the boxy shape looks kind of cool. And it makes for a
spacious interior for people and cargo. Better yet, it comes with our team's favorite
entertainment system among luxury cars, if not all cars out there for sale right now. The NBUX
entertainment system is really powerful so it can feel a little overwhelming at first. But its broad
capabilities and voice recognition are unmatched outside of anything you'd find other than your
phone. But hey, you can use that too. As far as other features go, well, it's a Mercedes, so there
are a ton of options to choose from. I mean, you can even get massaging seats. But that also
means the price can jump considerably as you tack those options on. So keep that in mind.
Small or compact SUV these are among the most popular out there because they balance an
exterior and interior size really well. You get a lot of space without taking up much yourself.
Now, these are essentially the new compact family sedans and it's easy to see why. The Honda
CRV has long been our favorite in this group. We even bought one for our own long-term test
and had about 50, miles on it before we sold it. The CRVs best attribute is not just its interior
size but the cleverness of that space. It's massive. But it also has a number of useful
configurations like an adjustable load floor in the rear and a really trick center armrest. It's the
kind of stuff that a family can really find usable. All that being said, there are a few annoyances
like the entertainment system and particularly aggressive warning alerts from some of the
safety features. But the overall driving experience price and fuel economy make the CRV a
really easy recommendation. We should also point out the Mazda CX5 because it's actually tied
for first place in our rankings. It's not as usable as the CRV in terms of interior space. But it's a
bit nicer to drive and it feels far more premium inside. So if you don't need the space and don't
mind paying a touch more for a bit more luxury, the CX5 is definitely worth considering. Now
let's talk about three-row SUV cars in this size category. They may seem like a good idea at first.
But we have to warn you that the existence of a third row in a compact SUV can make for a
really cramped experience. It takes up cargo volume itself, that third row. And the seat is usually
pretty small. If it's all you can afford, well, here's what you should consider. We like the Kia
Sorento because it straddles the exterior size and price between compact and midsize SUV. And
it finds a sweet spot in the process. Our evaluators gave the Sorento high marks for ride quality,
interior comfort, and an intuitive, though far from fancy, entertainment system. You also get
decent storage, a third row row, obviously, and a lengthy warranty. It all makes a great pick for a
three-row compact SUV. Here's where luxury SUVs come into their stride. There are a lot of
options here with wide ranges and capability. Most anything you find here will have a
comfortable ride, nice interior materials, and good performance too. Our favorite is the
Mercedes Benz GLC, which delivers a luxury experience you'd expect regardless of the style
you choose it in and what styles there are. There are four cylinder and hybrid versions if you
care about fuel economy. And there are horsepower turbo V8s if you simply want to go fast.
And there's a bunch of stuff in between too. The available MBUX entertainment system is, again,
among our team's favorites for its capability voice recognition and phone integration. And the
right is comfortable and the interior is, of course, luxurious. Now, cargo capacity isn't as strong
as some others so if you need more space, you can look elsewhere. But as for everything else,
it's hard to beat what the GLC delivers. Now, you can make an argument that the Tesla Model Y
falls into this category. We're making broad recommendations here, so for the Tesla, I'll say
this. If your local infrastructure supports your charging needs and you are interested in EVs, the
Model Y is worth strong consideration. For more info, read our ownership report on the one we
bought to see if it's right for you. We do this because there are shoppers out there who don't
want a third row even though they want an SUV of around this size. It really is the stand out. I
mean, no buts about it. It has all the features space and capability but it also has a design and
approach to materials that make it seem like a luxury vehicle. There are also some really
thoughtful touches inside like the location of the USB ports on the seat-back sides for the rear
passengers to access. And there are some really helpful technology items in there, too, like an
extensive exterior camera system. As for the downsides, well, it can't tow as much as others
like the Ford Explorer, for example. And as in the time of this recording, they're actually really
hard to find on dealer lots. But on balance and for the money, there are few more appealing
ways to move seven or eight people than the Kia Telluride. Our testing team found it to be
highly versatile and with some athleticism, too, from its V6, but also a comfortable driving SUV
with tons of passenger and cargo space, not to mention a welcome assortment of standard
features too. We also ran one in our long term fleet for a year so check the links below to see
more about what it was like to actually own one of these vehicles. If you want something more
specialized like for towing or off-road, there are better options, of course. But the Passport is a
solid all-a-rounder that like the smaller Honda CRV, makes for an easy recommendation to most
shoppers. Midsize luxury SUVs generally take the qualities of a standard midsize SUV like

towing space and room for cargo and passengers, but add to it the latest in technology, power,
and, of course, high-end premium furnishings inside and out. You'll also see some of these
SUVs available as coupes. Now, these generally are the same as the standard versions or the
non-coupe versions. But they have more stylized roof lines that sacrifice some practicality for
style. Of the two row SUVs, well, are you tired of Mercedes dominating the recommendations?
Too bad. Our top pick in this category is the Mercedes GLE which was redesigned for Like this
smaller GLC, the GLE comes in a wide variety of styles, and trim levels, and engines, frankly,
too many to list here. But our highlights across all the versions are an extremely powerful
entertainment system and an interior that's comfortable, spacious, functional, and quiet. Now,
the GLS price can jump considerably when you start playing around the options. But, hey, these
are luxury SUVs. And in the case of the Benz, our team truly believes that you get what you pay
for. Now, if you want the standard, third-row, no options required, check out the Audi Q7.
Obviously, it's going to come up a little bit short in terms of cargo space because of the
existence of that third row. But the overall package is strong. Our team said the Audi's mix of
performance, comfort, and technology, and value is hard to beat. And we also gave it high
marks to the interior and the way the Q7 drives. Here we get the classic utility vehicle, the family
trucksters, the Canyonero. These rigs have super-size capability and space. They can haul a big
family, that family stuff, you know, the family's boat or the horse too. I don't know. If you need
maximum versatility, this is what these big rigs deliver. Our current top pick is the Ford
Expedition, which marries excellent design with a capable truck-based platform. It can seat up
to eight and tow more than 9, pounds depending on the configuration, and inside, the
Expedition can be outfitted with all the features and toys you'd expect from a luxury vehicle. If
you need more space, the Expedition Max takes the standard expeditions strengths and adds to
it nine inches of length. If you absolutely need the most space possible, here's your answer.
Before finishing this recommendation, though, I have to point out that Chevy's just put out a
new Suburban and Tahoe. We haven't performed a full evaluation on those vehicles yet. But
keep up to date with our recommendations at Edmunds. Now here's where things start to get a
little silly when it comes to opulence. These SUVs have tremendous road presence due to a
combination of size, design, and power. These behemoths are as functional as they are
impressive. Not many vehicles out there offer quilted leather upholstery and massaging seats
along with 7, pound tow ratings, and upwards of horsepower, and seating for seven. What can
we say? This is a fancy people and gear hauler that takes all the luxury elements our team likes
from Mercedes and adds to them a cushy ride, and remarkable performance, and a cavernous
interior. It looks great too. You're paying a lot for this kind of SUV so your expectations should
be mighty high. A good thing, our team says the GLS might just be one of the most
well-rounded vehicles on sale today. That wraps up our SUV recommendations for and Be sure
to click on the links below for more information and be sure to like, comment, and subscribe,
and, of course, thank you for watching. The Mazda CX is a standout in its class thanks in part to
its sporty performance. But it's not the only game in town. The Hyundai Kona also benefits from
sharp handling, and its available turbocharged engine gives it some satisfying punch. The Kona
will also get you a few more features for the money, but the liberal use of hard interior plastics
puts a dent in overall refinement. The Subaru Crosstrek gains points for being, well, a typical
Subaru. Standard all-wheel drive and an elevated ride height give it an advantage off-road.
Subaru has added a more powerful engine option this year, but it's still no match for the CX's
available turbocharged engine. The Crosstrek isn't as upscale or fun to drive as the Mazda
either. A Buick? The Encore GX isn't what most people would picture as a Buick. But put your
assumptions aside and you'll find this tiny SUV proves itself worthy with a likable blend of
handling performance and comfort, a spacious cabin, and plenty of tech. Consumer ratings and
reviews are also available for the Mazda CX and all its trim types. Overall, Edmunds users rate
the CX 4. Edmunds consumer reviews allow users to sift through aggregated consumer reviews
to understand what other drivers are saying about any vehicle in our database. Detailed rating
breakdowns including performance, comfort, value, interior, exterior design, build quality, and
reliability are available as well to provide shoppers with a comprehensive understanding of why
customers like the CX Edmunds experts have compiled a robust series of ratings and reviews
for the Mazda CX and all model years in our database. Our rich content includes expert reviews
and recommendations for the CX featuring deep dives into trim levels and features,
performance, mpg, safety, interior, and driving. Edmunds also offers expert ratings, road test
and performance data, long-term road tests, first-drive reviews, video reviews and more. This
review was written by a member of Edmunds' editorial team of expert car reviewers. Our team
drives every car you can buy. We put the vehicles through rigorous testing, evaluating how they
drive and comparing them in detail to their competitors. We're also regular people like you, so
we pay attention to all the different ways people use their cars every day. We want to know if

there's enough room for our families and our weekend gear and whether or not our favorite
drink fits in the cupholder. Our editors want to help you make the best decision on a car that fits
your life. Simply research the type of car you're interested in and then select a car from our
massive database to find cheap vehicles for sale near you. Once you have identified a used
vehicle you're interested in, check the AutoCheck vehicle history reports, read dealer reviews,
and find out what other owners paid for the Mazda CX Edmunds has deep data on over 6 million
new, used, and certified pre-owned vehicles, including rich, trim-level features and specs
information like: MSRP, average price paid, warranty information basic, drivetrain, and
maintenance , features upholstery, bluetooth, navigation, heated seating, cooled seating, cruise
control, parking assistance, keyless ignition, satellite radio, folding rears seats ,run flat tires,
wheel type, tire size, wheel tire, sunroof, etc. Edmunds also provides tools to allow shopper to
compare vehicles to similar models of their choosing by warranty, interior features, exterior
features, specifications, fuel economy, vehicle dimensions, consumer rating, edmunds rating,
and color. Is it better to lease or buy a car? Ask most people and they'll probably tell you that
car buying is the way to go. And from a financial perspective, it's true, provided you're willing to
make higher monthly payments, pay off the loan in full and keep the car for a few years.
Leasing, on the other hand, can be a less expensive option on a month-to-month basis. It's also
good if you're someone who likes to drive a new car every three years or so. Popular searches.
My notifications My Account. Home Mazda Mazda CX Photos Select year - New - New. Select a
trim 2. Other years. Pros Upscale interior design and build quality Advanced safety features
come standard Poised handling and refined ride quality Powerful turbocharged engine Cons
Transmission can be slow to downshift Significant rear blind spots Below-average fuel
economy What's new Turbocharged engine added to the lineup Apple CarPlay and Android
Auto now standard speaker Bose stereo available with Premium package only Part of the first
CX generation introduced for What's it like to live with? It has striking looks and plenty of
standard features. Though it's priced higher than much of its competition, it offers a lot for your
money. It's comfortable on the road and gives you a decent amount of storage too. The CX is
easy and engaging to drive. The base engine provides better-than-average power for this class.
Our test CX needed 9 seconds to reach 60 mph, where rivals take more than 10 seconds. Of
course, you can always go with the turbocharged engine if you have the need for speed. The
mph time is just 6. The steering is sharp and gives you a good feel for the road. It complements
the CX's excellent handling as it hugs corners and feels composed and at home on twisty
roads. The transmission, left in its default mode, likes to upshift early to help maximize fuel
economy. The transmission takes a beat to kick down if you're trying to pass at freeway speeds.
Using the Sport mode helps liven up the CX's character. The front seats are supportive and
comfortable enough for long drives. The rear seats are nicely padded and offer a good seating
position that's not too upright. The suspension has a sporty tautness to it, but it's still adept at
absorbing bumps and impacts. Freeway cruising is especially nice. The CX has one of the
quieter cabins in the class, which lends it an upscale feel. The dual-zone climate control is a
little weak for those who like it really cold, but the rear vents ensure rear passengers get their
share. The heated seats take time to warm up but are nicely toasty once they are. The CX's
interior is simple but classy. The controls are easy to see and understand. The infotainment
system is laid out well, and navigating with the rotary knob is mostly easy. The exceptions are
Apple CarPlay and Android Auto, which would undoubtedly be more convenient to operate if
the CX had a touchscreen. In front, individuals 6 feet tall and under should have ample space in
all directions. Though the CX will accommodate five total, rear-seat comfort is really optimized
for two more average-size adults. The CX's swoopier shape involves some trade-offs. It isn't as
easy to climb in and out of compared to its boxier rivals, and rear visibility is a bit compromised
by a thick rear pillar and relatively small window. The CX comes standard with a good amount of
tech. The advanced safety and driver aids are among the best in class in the way they operate.
You even get a mobile Wi-Fi hotspot, though you'll have to pay for service after the trial ends.
The upgraded Bose audio system delivers a nice, clear sound with good bass. The navigation
system is easy to use, and the 8. Using the rotary dial is easy enough but having a touchscreen
would be welcome. In previous Mazdas, the display granted touchscreen capability if you were
stopped, but that's no longer the case for this latest infotainment system that's in the CX The
CX is middling in terms of storage compared to the class leaders. Cargo room behind the rear
seats is decent, but the depth of the space from the hatch to the back of the rear seats seems
shallow. A wide and tall hatch opening provides good access for loading. But because the rear
seatbacks don't lie flush with the cargo floor when folded, it won't be as easy as it could be to
slide in long, heavy items. Storage for small items is a bit better. The sizable cubby in front of
the gearshift, center armrest bin and glove compartment are mostly usable. The door pockets
and cupholders are small but that's because it's a small vehicle. If you have young kids,

installation access for car seats is great, but actual space for a larger rear-facing seat will be
tight. The CX gets an EPA-estimated 28 mpg in combined driving with front-wheel drive or 26
mpg with all-wheel drive. These figures are slightly below average for the class. Getting the
turbocharged engine, which comes standard with AWD, drops you down just a bit to 25 mpg.
The CX's price starts off on the higher side, but it offers an abundance of standard tech and
safety features that have it competing against many of the competition's midline trims. Select
the turbocharged engine, however, and the price becomes hard to justify. A Mazda CX-5 with
the same engine costs just a little bit more. The interior is roomy, and build quality is excellent
with the interior adorned with soft-touch surfaces, leather and nicely placed chrome trim. The
piano-black door handles creak a little at times and can leave smudges, but no one's going to
notice there. Warranty and ownership costs are standard for the class. The Mazda CX is
sophisticated, athletic and attractive inside and out. Just like the smaller Mazda CX-3, it handles
curvy roads with precision and instills confidence as you continue to drive it, but it has the
benefit of more interior space and comfort. All in all, it's a well-rounded vehicle. The Select trim
gets our recommendation. It adds some desirable features, such as simulated leather
upholstery and a blind-spot monitoring system, and keeps the cost reasonable. If you're drawn
to Mazda's reputation for making fun-to-drive vehicles and you have deeper pockets, we heartily
suggest giving one of the new Turbo models a spin too. Feature highlights include:. It has the
Select's features plus: Sunroof Power-adjustable driver's seat with memory functions Heated
front seats Premium The Premium trim is the nicest CX you can get with the standard engine. It
has the Preferred trim's features as well as: Adaptive headlights swivel as you turn the steering
wheel for better illumination in curves Power liftgate Roof rails Paddle shifters Leather
upholstery Navigation system speaker Bose premium audio system Satellite radio Head-up
display displays important information in your sight line onto the windshield Traffic sign reader
2. Read more. Find savings on the CX for sale near you. ZIP Code. See Pricing. See all CX lease
offers. Sponsored cars related to the CX Most helpful consumer reviews 4 out of 5 stars, Luxury
level interior and styling. Can apply the brakes to reduce the severity of a collision. Mazda
Radar Cruise Control Maintains a driver-selected distance between the Mazda 3 and the car in
front. Mazda CX vs. People who viewed this also viewed 4. Related CX Articles. The Edmunds
experts tested the CX both on the road and at the track, giving it a 7. You probably care about
Mazda CX fuel economy, so it's important to know that the CX gets an EPA-estimated 25 mpg to
28 mpg, depending on the configuration. What about cargo capacity? When you're thinking
about carrying stuff in your new car, keep in mind that the CX has And then there's safety and
reliability. Learn more. To determine whether the Mazda CX is reliable, read Edmunds' authentic
consumer reviews, which come from real owners and reveal what it's like to live with the CX
Look for specific complaints that keep popping up in the reviews, and be sure to compare the
CX's average consumer rating to that of competing vehicles. There's a lot to consider if you're
wondering whether the Mazda CX is a good car. Edmunds' expert testing team reviewed the CX
and gave it a 7. Safety scores, fuel economy, cargo capacity and feature availability should all
be factors in determining whether the CX is a good car for you. What do people think of the
Mazda CX? Edmunds Expert Reviews Edmunds experts have compiled a robust series of
ratings and reviews for the Mazda CX and all model years in our database. Our Review Process
This review was written by a member of Edmunds' editorial team of expert car reviewers. What's
a good price for a New Mazda CX? Which Mazda CXs are available in my area? Can't find a new
Mazda CXs you want in your area? Consider a broader search. Why trust Edmunds? Should I
lease or buy a Mazda CX? Check out Mazda lease specials. Sign Up. Get price. Our verdict. How
does the CX drive? How comfortable is the CX? How economical is the CX? Is the CX a good
value? A majority of all used US imports have either been in accidents, been stolen, been
flooded, salvaged and rebuilt and shipped to Europe or are subject to open recalls. For 30
years, CARFAX has been collecting data on US vehicles from thousands of sources and has
helped millions of used car shoppers reduce their risk of getting stuck with a vehicle that has
costly hidden problems. For more than 30 years, CARFAX has been helping millions of used car
shoppers make better purchase decisions and avoid expensive hidden problems. In addition,
CARFAX has helped used car dealers around the world to build trust with their customers and
sell their American cars with confidence. With more than 14 billion records, CARFAX has built
up its database with the help of its partners and sources, including government offices, law
enforcement agencies, service and repair shops, car dealerships, insurance companies and
many more. In addition to publicly available information, CARFAX has collected information
from many independent reliable sources. Thanks for the service, the price was absolutely worth.
Immediately to the Internet, paid with credit card and in 10 minutes I had the report. Vehicle
imported from California to Lithuania. For some weeks "Babs" is now with us and we have a lot
of fun with the car. Buying Used American Cars? Search by VIN. Instant Access. We offer you

unique vehicle history to help you make better purchase decisions. Trusted by millions of
users. Worldwide market leader. The most popular blog articles How to detect mileage rollback?
Mileage rollback is one of the most occurring types of fraud in the selling process of used cars.
However, there are ways to detect mileage fraud. Even though odometer fraud is difficult to
detect for the untrained eye, it is not an impossible task. Import a car from the USA. There are a
few advantages to buying a American used car. Check the Service History of a Car. How
important is the service history of a car? CARFAX takes a look at these questions and explains
the importance of the service history of a car, as well as where you can find the complete
history of service records. Make a VIN Search. This page is for personal, non-commercial use.
So you need a big family SUV, but you really don't want one. You'd definitely miss driving your
smaller, sportier car, and frankly, you'd rather not hold a grudge against your kid s and
significant other for forcing you into some vast, cumbersome beast of an automotive
pachyderm. Well, there might be a happy medium: the Mazda CX The CX-9 may be a three row,
seven-passenger crossover , but it prioritizes driving enjoyment and interior ambiance over
providing maximum space and practicality. Now that does mean it has less cargo space than
those vast, cumbersome beasts and bigger kids will struggle to fit in its third row. It also can
seat only seven passengers. Honestly, that's what most people use their three-row crossovers
for anyway, and if that fits your needs, then the CX-9 is a great way to go. Though largely
unchanged from when this generation debuted for the model year, the Mazda CX-9 gets a few
small but significant enhancements for Headlining these updates is an all-new infotainment
system with a larger screen and more advanced rotary control system. It makes a big difference.
Mazda also updated the design of the wheels and grille on the top-end CX-9 Signature, and now
offers a Carbon Edition model that slots between the Touring and Grand Touring trims. The
Carbon Edition adds "Polymetal Gray" exterior paint, gloss black door mirrors, a unique gloss
black front grille and inch black metallic aluminum alloy wheels. Inside, it adds red leather seats
and black interior trim on the dash, door panels and handle bezels. The interior varies by trim
level, but with Mazda making moves to grab customers from some of the luxury brands on its
"path to premium," the higher grades do look and feel like a high-quality, comfortable place to
spend time. There are some rally nice materials in use, depending on the trim level, including
Nappa leather and something called Santos Rosewood. It's all laid out in a straightforward,
traditional way though crafted with care and attention to detail. Mazda's tech interface, which
had been a liability in the CX-9, is upgraded for to the same one featured in the smaller CX The
dashtop screen is large and easy to see. Wheeling through playlists or contacts is actually
easier with a knob, but selecting icons on the menu screen is time consuming and annoying. It
responds well, without lag or bugginess. It's a full-size crossover with seating for seven
passengers. At It's only slightly longer than the new Ford Explorer and Subaru Ascent.
However, that exterior space doesn't really translate into a similar advantage inside where it
matters most. For starters, most of its competitors can be configured for seven or eight
passengers. The CX-9, like the Explorer , is limited to 7. Its third row is also smaller than the
competition, with less legroom, notably less headroom and a generally more claustrophobic
space. It's similar to the Toyota Highlander in this way. It's a similar situation in terms of cargo
space. Its 14 cubic feet of cargo space behind the third row and maximum The CX-9 employs a
turbocharged 2. That's less horsepower but more torque than much of the competition. It's
rated to tow 3, pounds, while the Ascent, Pilot, Highlander , Explorer and Traverse each tow as
much as 5, pounds. The front-wheel-drive version gets 22 mpg city, 28 highway and 24
combined, while the all-wheel-drive version gets 20 mpg city, 26 highway, 23 combined. Most of
the competition gets similar fuel economy , with combined ratings ranging from 20 to 24
combined mpg, depending on how they're configured, but the Mazda sits on the more
economical side of that range. It's clear that Mazda kept the driver in mind when creating this
CX-9, as it's actually a pleasant ute to drive â€” even sort of fun. In a segment that is far more
utilitarian that entertaining, this is the closest thing to an enthusiast pick available. It handles
well and responds to inputs in a satisfying way. Its ride isn't detached or anything approaching
squishy, but it's still fairly compliant, and therefore comfortable even on lousy roads. That said,
it is a big vehicle, which means it's kind of tricky to navigate tight parking lots. Still, that'll be the
case with any large three-row crossover. And if you're reluctant to make that family-forced
plunge from a smaller, fun-to-drive car, the CX-9 should make the impact a little less painful.
Despite having less horsepower than the competition, the CX-9 doesn't feel sluggish around
town thanks to the impressive pound-feet of torque peaking at a low 2, rpm. That pep does
begin to fade at the higher end of the rev range, especially when loaded up with people and
cargo. In general, we don't think the CX-9's engine is a benefit or a detriment. If you're
cross-shopping the CX-9 or the Subaru Ascent, this is a good read to highlight the two cars'
strengths and weaknesses. It's a tough choice, but we're here to help you make an informed

decision. Some high-level comparison among some of the segment's most popular vehicles,
complete with charts comparing performance, size and fuel economy. This is our first drive of
this generation of the CX-9, complete with full driving impressions and analysis for potential
buyers. The gist: It's not for everyone, but for some people, it's the perfect, almost plucky
three-row crossover. Standard equipment on the Sport includes inch aluminum alloy wheels,
LED headlights and taillights, rear privacy glass, three rows of seating, three-zone climate
control, proximity entry and push-button start, leather-wrapped steering wheel and shift knob,
Mazda Connect infotainment with 7-inch touchscreen and a variety of internet-streaming radio
apps. To see what extra features come on the Touring, Grand Touring and Signature trim levels,
check out this breakdown of features, specs and local pricing here on Autoblog. You can find
their pricing below. Besides the expected array of airbags and stability aids, every Mazda CX-9
comes standard with a rearview camera, blind-spot monitoring, rear cross-traffic alert, and
low-speed emergency braking assist. Touring trim and higher includes lane departure warning,
lane-keeping assist, automatic high beam control, and automatic emergency braking with
pedestrian detection. The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration gives the Mazda CX-9
a five-star overall safety rating, with four-star frontal and rollover ratings, and a five-star side
crash rating. Autoblog accepts vehicle loans from auto manufacturers with a tank of gas and
sometimes insurance for the purpose of evaluation and editorial content. Like most of the auto
news industry, we also sometimes accept travel, lodging and event access for vehicle drive and
news coverage opportunities. Our opinions and criticism remain our own â€” we do not accept
sponsored editorial. We get it. Ads can be annoying. But ads are also how we keep the garage
doors open and the lights on here at Autoblog - and keep our stories free for you and for
everyone. And free is good, right? If you'd be so kind as to allow our site, we promise to keep
bringing you great content. Thanks for that. And thanks for reading Autoblog. Byron Hurd.
Share 0 Comments. What's new for ? What are the CX-9 interior and in-car technology like? How
big is the CX-9? What's the CX-9's performance and fuel economy? What's the CX-9 like to
drive? What more can I read about the CX-9? Ascent, Pilot, Highlander and CX How they
compare on paper Some high-level comparison among some of the segment's most popular
vehicles, complete with charts comparing performance, size and fuel economy. What features
are available and what's the CX-9's price? Featured Gallery Mazda CX Compare Now. Reviews
Mazda Buying Guide Crossover. Sign in to
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post. X Sign in to post Please sign in to leave a comment. View More. See Local Pricing. I'm
not in the market for a vehicle at this time. Please move this suggestion to the side for 30 days.
Thank You Thanks for subscribing. Check your in-box to get started. Sign Up More Info. We
notice you're using an ad blocker. Please consider allowing Autoblog. Allow Us! Here's how to
disable adblocking on our site. Click on the icon for your Adblocker in your browser. A drop
down menu will appear. Select the option to run ads for autoblog. The exact text will differ
depending on the actual application you have running. Refresh the Autoblog page you were
viewing. Hey again! You still haven't turned off your adblocker or allowed our site. It only takes
a few seconds. You must be logged in to perform that action. You must have JavaScript enabled
to experience the new Autoblog. Please follow the instructions below to enable JavaScript in
your browser. Please enter a display name. Cancel Change Name.

