Where is the heating element in a dryer

Electric dryers require a heating element to heat the air inside the dryer drum. If your dryer
takes longer than usual to dry your clothes, or the air in the dryer never heats, your heating
element might be bad. You can test your heating element to determine whether you need to
replace it. Unplug your dryer from the utility room wall outlet. Loosen the screw on the vent
clamp to release the vent from the back of your dryer. Move the dryer from its installation
location so you can access the rear of the dryer if necessary. Find the heating element on your
dryer. Depending on the model of dryer, the heating element is located either behind the dryer
drum inside the dryer cabinet, or behind a panel on the back of the dryer. No one manufacturer
makes all their dryers the same. If your dryer appears to have a separate rear panel that
protrudes several inches from the cabinet, you can probably access the heating element from
the rear of the dryer. If your rear panel appears fairly flat, you will need to disassemble your
dryer and remove the drum to access the heating element. The high-limit thermostat is black,
round and has two wires connected to it. Pull the two wires from the heating element terminals.
These terminals are beneath the high limit thermostat on the heating element housing and along
the bottom of the round heating element. Touch the needle on the end of the tester to the other
terminal. If the light inside the continuity tester glows, the heating element is good. If the tester
fails to glow, the heating element needs replacing. Cecilia Harsch has been writing
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Author Info Last Updated: September 3, Take off dryer exhaust hose and remove the back
panel. Look at the back of the dryer. On the right side, you'll see a long metal probably gray
housing. The Element is inside. Unscrew the black sensor on top, and unscrew the black sensor
on the bottom. Unhook the two wires just below the bottom sensor. Also, there is a heating fuse
to your left, under the larger casing on the left. It is about an inch long, and has two wires
attached. This can also be your problem. One screw holds it in. If in doubt, take all these to the
appliance store, and they'll test them with a voltmeter. Gently lift up on the whole gray casing. It
should easily come loose. If not, lift a little harder and pull the bottom toward you. There may be
a screw and small bracket at the top that needs to be removed. There are some hooks on the
bottom that will come loose. Turn it upside down; you'll see one screw holding the element in.
Take out the screw, and carefully pull out the element, which is a coil that heats up, on some
metal housing. Examine the coil for breaks. If you have a voltmeter, test the element. Also test
the Sensors. This will tell you what's broken. Install the new element in the reverse of the above.
Replace the element, replace all the sensors and the back panel, as well as the exhaust hose.
When done, try it out! There can be quite a few reasons for this. Electric parts may have gotten
damaged; a fuse may need a replacement; the protection switch inside the machine may have
been triggered; a wall plug fuse may be off Google for a manual or call your plumber. Yes No.
Not Helpful 6 Helpful 8. I've replaced my heat element coil, but now my fuse keeps blowing.
What should I do? Check to see if you put the heat element coil in properly and that the wires
are connected. Not Helpful 3 Helpful 5. That is a very dangerous task to do on your own. It
would be best to get a professional plumber to do it for you. Not Helpful 6 Helpful 2. Are heating
elements interchangeable, or do I have to purchase a specific element for that specific brand of
dryer? No, they are not interchangeable. If you do a google image search for "dryer heating
element" you can easily see they come in a wide variety of shapes and sizes. One brand might
use the same element for different models, but different brands are almost never
interchangeable. Not Helpful 4 Helpful 1. Unanswered Questions. Do I need to cut the wire when
changing the heating element in a dryer? What do I do if my dryer is the same temperature no
matter what temperature is selected? Include your email address to get a message when this
question is answered. By using this service, some information may be shared with YouTube.
Submit a Tip All tip submissions are carefully reviewed before being published. Unplug the
dryer until it's finished. Helpful 24 Not Helpful Related wikiHows How to. How to. Co-authors: 8.
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more We've been helping billions of people around the world continue to learn, adapt, grow, and
thrive for over a decade. Let's do this! Because the heating element generates the dryer's heat,
check it if the air in the dryer doesn't get warm. If the air isn't heating, you'll likely need to repair
the dryer heating element. You can inspect the heating element for damage or breaks in the
heating coil. Use these steps in this dryer heating element repair guide to replace the electric
heating element in Kenmore, Whirlpool, Maytag, Amana, Roper, Crosley and Estate dryers with
a lint screen housing located in the top cabinet panel. Remove the back panel from the dryer
and set it aside. Mark the location of wires connected to the heating element and high-limit
thermostat or take a digital photograph, so you know how to correctly reconnect them later.
Remove the high-limit thermostat from the existing heating element and install it on the new
heating element. Position the new heating element on the heater box and line up the mounting
screw holes. Insert the mounting screws and tighten them firmly. Properly connect the wires to
the new heating element, following the labels or digital photograph. Position the back panel on
the back of the dryer. Line up the mounting screw holes. A rattling noise or lack of air flow
through the dryer could indicate that the blower wheel is damaged. Follow the steps in this
repair guide to replace the blower wheel in your dryer. If the dryer heats initially but then stops
heating, the problem is usually the gas valve coils. This step-by-step guide explains how to
replace the gas valve coils in a gas dryer. Replace the drum glide bearing if the drum makes a
scraping noise and doesn't turn smoothly. Just follow the steps in this repair guide. If your
dryer isn't drying clothes, it could be the lint screen is clogged with fabric softener. See how to
wash the lint filter to get your dryer drying again. August 1, Quick links. Replacing a heating
element in an electric dryer. This video explains how to replace the heating element in an
electric dryer. Shut off the power. Remove the back panel. Tip: While the cabinet is open,
vacuum the dust and lint from inside the dryer cabinet. Disconnect the wires. Locate the heating
element near the bottom of the dryer. Disconnect the wires, using slot screwdriver to pry the
wires off the spades if necessary. Remove the heating element. Transfer the high-limit
thermostat to the new heating element. Install the new heating element. Warning: For safety and
to avoid damage to the new element, the wires must be properly connected. If you are unsure
how to connect the wires, have a service technician complete this repair. Reattach the back
panel. Plug in the dryer. Warning: Undertaking repairs to appliances can be hazardous. Use the
proper tools and safety equipment noted in the guide and follow all instructions. Do not proceed
until you are confident that you understand all of the steps and are capable of completing the
repair. Some repairs should only be performed by a qualified technician. Dryer returning an
error code? View all dryer codes. Symptoms common to all dryers. Choose a symptom to see
related dryer repairs. View all. Won't start. Read more. Won't work at all. Making noise or
vibrating. Won't heat. Won't turn off. Starts then stops. Door won't stay shut. Clothes not drying.
Repair guides common to all dryers. How to replace a dryer blower wheel. Repair difficulty. How
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8, times. Learn more As convenient as dryers are, it can be a pain when they suddenly stop
doing their job. If you have an electric dryer, use a multimeter to examine the heating coils and
thermostat. If you have a gas dryer, you can use the same tool, but instead check the igniter,
thermal fuse, and radiant sensor. If any of these tests indicate any broken elements, try
replacing the parts to get your dryer up and running again! We've been helping billions of
people around the world continue to learn, adapt, grow, and thrive for over a decade. Every
dollar contributed enables us to keep providing high-quality how-to help to people like you.
Please consider supporting our work with a contribution to wikiHow. Log in Social login does
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Method 1 of All rights reserved. This image may not be used by other entities without the
express written consent of wikiHow, Inc. Unplug your electric dryer before performing any tests.
Keep in mind that laundry machine electrical sockets are shaped differently from traditional
sockets. Remove the heating coil panel with a screwdriver. Take a screwdriver and remove all of
the screws lining the side of the coil panel, which looks like a metal box. You can find the
heating element in the back of the dryer, flush with the right side of the appliance. Remove the 2
screws attaching the heating element to the dryer before sliding the panel out. Attach the black
and red multimeter probes to the leads on the heating coils. Take your multimeter and set it
ohms of resistance as this is the most accurate way to test continuity in an electric dryer. Start
by taking the metal ends of the multimeter leads and pressing them on top of the 2 leads
positioned in the top of the heating coil. Use a nut, bolt, and 2 washers to connect any breaks in
the heating coils. Pinch the 2 broken ends of the wires together and sandwich them between 2
metal washers. Next, place a small, round screw through these washers and secure it tightly
with a bolt. Tighten it enough so that the wires are snugly touching one another. Remove the
back panel of the dryer to find the thermostat, which looks like a pronged, circular piece of
metal with a rectangle going down its middle. First, remove any wires and leads from the
thermostat with a firm tug. Next, set your multimeter to the lowest ohms setting and place both
the black and red probes on the edge of the prongs. If the reading comes up as a 0, then you
need to replace the part. Put the dryer back together and plug it in. Once you've repaired breaks
in the heating coils or replaced the thermostat, you're ready to use the dryer again. Reassemble
it by reversing the steps you took to take it apart. Finish by plugging in the electrical cord and
turning the circuit breaker back on, if necessary. Method 2 of Turn off the valve that supplies
gas to the dryer. Look behind your dryer to find the gas line that powers your dryer. Before
doing any diagnostic work on a gas dryer, switch off the valve so that no gas is flowing through
this line. Access the igniter, thermal fuse, and radiant sensor within the machine. Look toward
the front of the machine to access the main components that provide the dryer with heat. Find
the thermal fuse by locating the blower housing, which is a large cylinder. Look for a second
large cylinder next to the blower housing that has a small black box, or radiant sensor, attached
the side along with pipe and wiring coming through the bottom. You can find the igniter
attached at the bottom of this cylinder, connected to 2 thin wires. Unscrew the thermal fuse
from the exhaust vent in the back of the dryer. Find the thermal fuse at the rear of the dryer,
which looks like a flat, curvy piece of metal with a metallic cylinder sticking out of the center.
Take the red and black probes attached to your multimeter and set them on the 2 thermal fuse
switches. If your device gives a reading other than 0, then your thermal fuses are functioning. In
this case, search online to purchase a replacement for your dryer model. Use the screws
provided with the replacement to attach the new thermal fuse to the exhaust vent of your dryer.
Continuity is measured through electric resistance. On some models, this is represented by a
series of curved lines next to one another. Unscrew the radiant sensor, which looks like a metal
rectangle with a pronged black cube attached to the surface. You can find it attached to a large
metal cylinder on the far right side of the dryer. Set your multimeter to the lowest setting of
ohms and attach the red and black probes to both prongs on the sensor. Examine the igniter to
determine if it has continuity. Remove the small wires connecting the igniter to the dryer and
unscrew it from the base of the large, metal cylinder. Next, set the multimeter to the lowest
ohms setting and place both probes along the 2 terminals of the igniter, which are found at the
end of the 2 connecting wires. The igniter looks like a long, thin piece of metal attached to a
plastic rectangle. Install new gas valve coils if everything is functioning correctly. If all other
elements of your gas dryer are working properly, then you need to get new gas valve coils. Use
an electric drill to remove the top and front sections of your dryer. Pull out the existing coil
wires with a firm tug, and use the drill to unscrew the 2 gas valve coils, which look like small
black cylinders. After setting the new gas valve coils in place, screw them back in. Replace any
faulty parts and reconnect any wires. Find replacement sensors, thermal fuses, or igniters
online or at an appliance store. Make sure that they match the model of your dryer. Screw the
thermal fuse into the exhaust duct and attach the radiant sensor next to the igniter. Check that
all leads are connected securely before reattaching the back dryer panels. Then, turn the gas
valve back on and use the dryer as usual. Include your email address to get a message when
this question is answered. Sometimes, the issue can boil down to a faulty power cord. If nothing
else works, try replacing it! You can find replacements at most home improvement or hardware
stores. Helpful 0 Not Helpful 0. If you ever feel uncertain about any part of the process, feel free

to contact the dryer manufacturer or a local repairman. While not as fancy as a multimeter, this
test uses the same probing technology while being sold for a cheaper price. Small wires within
a gas or electric dryer can usually be removed by hand. Submit a Tip All tip submissions are
carefully reviewed before being published. Related wikiHows How to. How to. More References
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Washing Machines and Dryers. Thanks to all authors for creating a page that has been read 8,
times. Did this article help you? Yes No. Cookies make wikiHow better. By continuing to use our
site, you agree to our cookie policy. Related Articles How to. By signing up you are agreeing to
receive emails according to our privacy policy. Follow Us. Get all the best how-tos! X Help us do
more We've been helping billions of people around the world continue to learn, adapt, grow, and
thrive for over a decade. Let's do this! Click to see full answer. Also asked, why is my Whirlpool
Duet dryer not heating? A blown circuit breaker happens often enough to make it the first item
we recommend checking when a dryer turns but does not heat. Whirlpool usually locates the
heating element on the back of dryer must remove back of dryer or under the drum must
remove front dryer. Similarly, why is my dryer not heating up? Another possible cause for a
dryer not heating up could be attributed to a faulty thermal fuse. Once a dryer's thermal fuse
has blown, it is no longer of any use. If your dryer's fuse is blown, you will have to replace it.
Open up your dryer's cabinet and locate its thermal fuse so that you can test it. If your dryer
does not heat first check for a blown thermal fuse on the blower housing before replacing the
heating element. In most cases the heating element will have a break in the element if defective.
If overheated the fuse will have no continuity meaning the electrical path is broken and the fuse
has blown out. The heating element on an electric dryer is a resistive coil similar to the element
on an electric room heater , and replacing it is an uncomplicated home repair task. Gas dryers
don't have heating elements , but they have ignition coils that can fail and require replacement ,
and that job is similarly uncomplicated. In this regard, why is my Whirlpool dryer not heating
up? Is it hard to replace a heating element in a dryer? How much does it cost to replace heating
element in dryer? What causes a heating element to burn out in a dryer? If the coil gets too hot,
it burns out. Among the conditions that can cause elevated temperatures are insufficient airflow
in the element compartment, failure of safety devices and a power surge. Can you fix a broken
heating element? Heating elements can break and burn out, sag, and become misshapen. Most
elements cannot be repaired, but they usually can be replaced. If you can't remove the heating
element to replace it, you'll probably need to replace the entire appliance. Where is the dryer
reset button? Many dryers are equipped with a reset button on the control panel. If the motor
won't run, let the dryer cool for about ten minutes. Then push the reset button. If there are no
problems with the motor, switches, or electrical system, this should restart the dryer. Can a
clogged dryer vent cause no heat? A clogged dryer vent is one of the leading causes for a dyer
not heating properly. Lint builds up over time and obstructs the airflow. This can prevent the
dryer from heating, and can even lead to dangerous dryer fires. The first thing to check when
your dryer won't heat is the dryer vent duct. How do I reset my thermal fuse? How to Reset a
Thermal Fuse Unplug the clothes dryer's power cord from the wall outlet. Swing the front panel
out towards you so that you can look into the compartment. Aim a flashlight at the flat-can-like
component to locate the blown thermal fuse. How long should a dryer heating element last? If
the dryer is well-maintained and the vents and lint traps are kept clean, the heating element can
last between 8 and 18 years. Why is the dryer blowing cold air? The cycling thermostat normally
controls the on and off of the heating element. If the cycling thermostat is stuck in the open
position, the dryer blows cold air. In some cases, the high-limit thermostat is a thermal fuse; if
this thermal fuse has burned open, the dryer blows cold air. Have any Question? Let us answer
it! What does non opps mean? Co-authors Click to see full answer. Correspondingly, where is
the heating element on a dryer located? Find the heating element on your dryer. Depending on
the model of dryer , the heating element is located either behind the dryer drum inside the dryer
cabinet, or behind a panel on the back of the dryer. No one manufacturer makes all their dryers
the same. Beside above, where is the reset button on my Kenmore dryer? There is no reset
button on your dryer. I recommend locating the two 2 house circuit breakers dedicated for the
dryer and reset both circuit breakers by flipping them both OFF and ON times and then check to
see if the dryer will start. Another possible cause for a dryer not heating up could be attributed
to a faulty thermal fuse. Once a dryer's thermal fuse has blown, it is no longer of any use. If your
dryer's fuse is blown, you will have to replace it. The heating element is located in the front
section of the dryer on the bottom right. When you remove the lower front inspection panel you
will see the heating element on the right hand side on the base of the dryer. What causes a
heating element to burn out in a dryer? If the coil gets too hot, it burns out. Among the
conditions that can cause elevated temperatures are insufficient airflow in the element
compartment, failure of safety devices and a power surge. Why do oven elements burn out?

Once the element breaks or the circuit it damaged, current can't travel through it so it can't heat
up. Some elements will physically crack or break, while others may short or burn out. The
element could also spark and burn out, almost like a fuse which will be more obvious. How do I
reset my thermal fuse? How to Reset a Thermal Fuse Unplug the clothes dryer's power cord
from the wall outlet. Swing the front panel out towards you so that you can look into the
compartment. Aim a flashlight at the flat-can-like component to locate the blown thermal fuse.
Why is my Kenmore Dryer not drying? Dryer air vent hose clogged with lint. It is the reason your
dryer takes forever to dry AND can be a fire safety hazard! At times your dryer can overheat and
this can cause the motor that turns the drum to stop working temporarily. Why won't my
Kenmore Elite dryer heat up? The thermal fuse is a safety device designed to protect the dryer
from overheating. The fuse is located on the blower housing or at the dryer's heat source such
as the heating element on electric drye Be aware that a blown thermal fuse is an indication of a
restricted exhaust vent from the dryer to the outside. Have any Question? Let us answer it! How
do I know if my citrus tree needs water? What channel is newsmax on spectrum? Co-authors I
pick up broken dryers from time to time to fix. I think it is the heating element. Only electric
dryers have heating elements. You may have found this article because you are trying to find
the heating element on your dryer so yo can test it. But if you own an electric Whirlpool dryer
and you are asking the question: Where is the heating element on a Whirlpool dryer? Whirlpool
electric dryer heating elements are located in different locations on the machine depending on
the model of dryer that you own. For a large amount of electric Whirlpool dryers have the
heating element is located in the back of the dryer. To locate it, unplug your machine from the
wall outlet. Remove the series of screws in the back to access the heating element. The picture
on the left is actually a gas dryer, but looks almost exactly the same as the back of an electric
Whirlpool dryer. Whether your dryer is gas or electric, the back panel is removed all the same.
The heating element on this style of Whirlpool dryer is located on the back right of the dryer.
The other location that you can find a heating element on your Whirlpool dryer is in the front. All
you have to do is remove the front kick panel, and you will find your heating element, but again,
unplug your dryer before attempting any repairs! The heating element on this Duet is on the
right. The second picture on your right shows the heating element with the drum removed. Even
though this post is about the Whirlpool brand dryer, lets mention one more location that the
heating element can be located on an elec
1989 kenworth t600
programmable thermostat wiring diagram
ceiling fan reverse switch wiring diagram
tric dryer. This is a common area for Frigidaire and GE electric dryers and it is right behind the
drum the part that rotates your clothes. Most of the time a thermal cut off has blown causing
your dryer not to heat. If you are certain that you need to replace your heating element , you can
enter your model number below to find the right heating element for you dryer. Your email
address will not be published. Signing you up! Instant Access! Facebook RSS. Where is the
heating element on a Whirlpool Dryer? Find Your Part Number. I am truly thankful to the holdr of
this webb pagbe who has shared this enormous artice at here. Submit a Comment Cancel reply
Your email address will not be published. Search for:. Download your simple guide to fixing
your non-heating dryer by subscribing to my newsletter. Sign Me Up! We hate spam just as
much as you. Click Here to Sign Up! Find Your Model Number. This website uses cookies to
ensure you get the best experience on our website. Learn more. Got it!

